First Grade
Key Concept: 3
Culture and Climate

Overview: 
This lesson features a presentation, student booklet, and quiz about United States symbols. 

For the Teacher: 
This is an introductory lesson on U.S. state symbols. Feel free to break this presentation into multiple days, add read alouds, or edit the book and PowerPoint for your needs.  

Materials: 
United States Symbols PowerPoint (provided), My U.S. Symbols Book (provided), United States Symbols Quiz (provided) 

Objectives: 
C.2.1.1 Describe state and national symbols and patriotic songs
H.12.1.4 Retell stories of historical events, American legends, and people who played a role in history

Instructions
· Distribute a copy of the My United States Symbols Book to each student. The students will use this as a guide during the presentation. 
· Using the United States Symbols PowerPoint, introduce each symbol (slides 1-25). (Can be split into multiple days.) As you are presenting each symbol, have students focus on the page in their symbols book. Allow students time to complete each page of their book. 
·  (Optional) Slides 27-30 include more information about flag etiquette. 

Review
· After students have completed their symbols book, ask students to reflect on what they’ve learned. On the back page of the book, have them write down 3 different things they learned. Allow them to share what they’ve learned with the class. 

Enrichment 
· Teach the “Symbols of the USA” song on slide 26 of the Power Point. 

Assessment 
· Informal: The teacher should monitor students during the presentation to make sure they understand each US symbol. If students have difficulty, review the symbol. 
· Formal: Give students the United States Symbols Quiz and grade. 



Symbols of the USA
(To the tune of “Party in the USA” by Miley Cyrus)
I hopped off the plane at Mount Rushmore, lookin’ for some new symbols
Welcome to the land of the brave and free. Whoa! It’s Lady Liberty! 
Jumped in the cab, in D.C. for the first time
Look to my right, and I see the White House sign.
 
This is all so crazy, the Liberty Bell’s so shiny! 
My head is turnin’ and I’m lookin’ all around me
All these symbols, I can learn ‘em!  
That’s when the President turned on the radio 

And the Scott Key song was on 
And the Scott Key song was on 
And the Scott Key song was on 

So I put my hands up, they’re wavin’ my flag
The bald eagle flies away
I’m noddin’ my head like yeah!
Salutin’ the flag like yeah!

Got my hands up, they’re wavin’ my flag
Stars and stripes, red, white and blue
Yeah! It’s the symbols of the USA! 
Yeah! It’s the symbols of the USA!
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United States Symbols Quiz

Draw a line to connect the symbol to the correct description.

1. American flag a. Rang for Washington's birthday

b. 50 stars for each state in America

c. 4 Presidents have their faces on the statue

d. Native to America

e. The President lives here with his family

f. Welcomed immigrants to America
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  Top  3   things I learned  about U.S. symbols:   1.     _________________   2.     _________________   3.     _________________      

  

 

   My U.S.  Symbols Book  

 

 

NAME _______________ _    
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American  Flag   The American flag is a symbol of freedom.  There are _____ stars for each state and   _____ stripes for the original colonies.    Red stands for _______________________   White stands for _____________________   Blue stand for  _______________________      Mount  Rushmore     Mount Rushmore is a  HUGE sculpture on the side of a mountain in  _________________________   The four presidents in Mount Rushmore are  _______________, _______________,  _______________, and _______________.    They represent the founding and growth of  America!     
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Statue of  Liberty   The Statue of Liberty is found  on ___________________ in  New York.    Liberty means _______ _________________     The statu e was a gift from ______________   The Statue of  Liberty   was  the first thing  many  ___________   saw when they  entered  America.         Bald Eagle   The bald eagle isn’t bald!    It just means  __________________________________.    The bald eagle is our national bird because of  its beauty, strength, and because it’s n ative to  North America. Native means  ____________________________________    
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  White  House   The White House is  where the ____________ and his family lives.    Our President is ______________________   It is located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in  ____________________, the capital city of  the USA.    What President did not live in the White  House? _____________________________     Liberty Bell   The Liberty Bell symbolizes  ________________________ in the  United  States.   The bell is in _______________,  Pennsylvania.    The Liberty Bell was rung after the  _________________________ was read. It  also rang to announce important events.           
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