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What is an architect? 
An architect is a person whose job is to draw up plans for buildings and structures 
and makes sure these things are built correctly. 

Who was the architect for the 
Arkansas State Capitol? 
There were two architects for our state Capitol, George Mann and Cass Gilbert. 

What is a column? 
A column is a slender upright structure that generally consists of a base (bottom), 
a shaft (middle), and a capital (top). A column is used to help hold things up or 
for decoration. We have three styles of columns in the Arkansas State Capitol. 
Corinthian -A column style indicated with the most ornate of designs at the cap­
ital of the structure. 
Doric-A simple column style with the shaft of the column ending at the base and 
the capital. 
Ionic -A column style indicated with a spiral design at the capital. 

What is a dome? 
A dome is a rounded roof. The Arkansas State Capitol has three domes. Two are 

made of copper and stained glass and one of limestone. 

What is limestone? 
Limestone is a rock that contains calcium carbonate, which comes from the 
remains of sea animals that were deposited in the rock. When limestone is put 
under great heat and pressure it becomes marble. The outside of the Capitol is 
built of limestone. The limestone was mined near Batesville, Arkansas. 

What is marble? 
Marble is a hard, grainy rock made of limestone. It is white or colored and can be 
highly polished. It is most often used in building and statues. 

What is Neo-Classical? 
Neo-Classical is a style of architecture that represents the revival of classical 
styles or themes, often combining styles of Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. The 
Capitol is set in Neo-Classical design. 

What is an arch? 
An arch is an opening such as a doorway that is curved, pointed, or sometimes 
squared at the top. 

What is a rotunda? 
A rotunda is a round room or hall, especially one with a dome over it. 

What is a cupola? 
A cupola is a small structure on a roof. This ornament may resemble a lantern. 

What is a balcony? 
A balcony is a platform coming out of the wall of a building and is enclosed by a 

railing. 
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Find a column, dome, rotunda, arch, balcony and cupola 
in the photos and circle them . 
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