ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF PHYSI CAL THERAPY
RULES AND REGULATI ONS

—Arkansas—StateBoard—of—Phystecal—Therapy O ficers and Meetings

A. B. Oficers shall:

1. Consist of a chairperson and a secretary/treasurer, each of whom
shal |l have the privilege of re-election

2. Oficers shall be elected annually in July, unless otherw se
det erm ned by the Board.

B.—€. Duties of Oficers:
1. The chairperson shall

a. Call and preside at all nmeetings. |In the absence of the chair-
person, he/she shall designate a menber to preside.

b. Be custodian of all records or designate a custodian of al
records.

c. Delegate duties to Board nenbers.
d. Vote on all issues.
2. The secretary/treasurer shall

a. Ensure that accurate m nutes of each neeting are kept and
distributed to each Board nenber.

b. Supervise disbursenment of Board funds.



C. B~ The location of the office of the Board shall be designated by the

Boar d.

D. E= Meetings:

1.2. Special neetings may be called at the discretion of the chairper-
son, or by two nenbers of the Board, provided that all nenbers are
adequately notified.

2.3~ Al neetings shall be conducted pursuant to the Arkansas Freedom
of Information Act and disciplinary proceedings shall be conducted
in accordance with the Arkansas Administrative Procedures Act.

3.4~ Three (3) nmenbers shall constitute a quorum

4.5- A mjority vote of a quorumcarri es.

—6— Merbers—shatH—receive—travet—expenses—ane—stipenrtd—for—ofieciat
—business—of—the Board—at—therate—estabtishetd—by—the—State—of—AR-

Application for Licensure

A

An individual who plans to practice as a physical therapist or physica
t her api st assi stant nust secure a license prior to practicing in the
state.

Credentials required for application for initial licensure are to be
submitted to the Arkansas State Board of Physical Therapy as foll ows:

1 o s . . .

E:I'?'a: EF'E' reation—o gratuat on roma p'F esFla?al . :
—Accreditatton—for—Physteal—FherapyFEducation— An official tran-

script mailed fromthe Ofice of the Registrar of a professiona
physi cal therapy education program accredited by a nationa
accreditati on agency approved by the Board is required.
Oficial transcript nailed from Ofice of the Registrar. An offi-
cial certification of graduation froma professional physica
t herapy program shall be sufficient to allow the applicant to take
the licensure exam

2. Oficial application fromthe Arkansas State Board of Physica
Therapy filled out by the applicant and notari zed.

3. Application requirenents nust be conpleted and received by the
Board prior to taking the exam nation

Applicants who are currently licensed in another state or territory, and

are requesting sane in Arkansas by endorsenent/reciprocity, shal
submit:

1. Oficial application formof the Arkansas State Board of Physica
Therapy filled out by the applicant and notari zed.



2. Previous test scores sent directly by the official reporting
agency.

3. Verification of licensure from ageneres each state or territory
where currently |icensed

4., Oficial transcript nmailed fromOfice of the Registrar of
a professional physical therapy education program accredited by Fhe

Commi-sston—of—Aceredi-tati-on—for—Physicat—TherapyEducation— a na-

tional accreditation agency approved by the Board.

D. Al applicants shall pay the required ++ng fees. Refer to attached
fee schedul e.

[11. tetters—of—Autherizatioen Tenporary Permts

A A tetter—of—authorizat+on tenporary permt nmay be granted to any
physi cal therapist |licensed in another state who comes to Arkansas on
a tenporary basis for educational purposes. Physical therapists w sh-
ing to obtain this special permission must wite a letter stating the
reasons he/she desires to have tenporary privileges. This letter
shoul d specify: date(s), location, individual/institution who is spon-
soring the therapist in Arkansas and a copy of the therapist’s current
i cense.

B. A candidate for |icensure by exani nation may be granted a tetter—of
atthor+zatt+en tenporary pernit only under special circunstances.

E-C. Atenporary permt may be issued for no nore than three nonths with-
out reapplying to the Board.

+D. Al applicants shall pay the required fee. Refer to attached fee
schedul e.

I V. Met hods of Licensure
A. Reciprocity
1. Each applicant shall be considered on individual qualifications.

2. Requirenments of state or territory in which currently licensed nust
be at least equal to Arkansas requirenents, including test scores.



The applicant nmay be required to be interviewed by the Board if
hi s/ her credentials, requirenents of |icensure in another

state or territory, or current professional capabilities are in
guesti on.

An applicant to whomthe Board refused reciprocity may request a
heari ng before the Board.

Applicants who have taken the national |icensure exanination prior
to February, 1991, will be required to have achi eved a m ni num score
of 1.5 standard devi ati ons bel ow t he nati onal average on the raw
score of individual parts as well as the total. Applicants who have
taken the national |icensing exam nation on or after February 1991
and prior to March of 1996 will be required to have achieved a

m ni mum score of 1.5 standard devi ati ons bel ow t he nati onal average
on the total raw score. For each exam nation given on or after

Mar ch, 1996, a passing score will be established by the board using
criterion referenced scoring

B. Exam nation

1

Applicants who comply with qualifications in accordance with the
Arkansas Physical Therapy Practice Act shall be permitted to sit
for exam nation. (See Ark. Code Ann.§ 17-93-303)

For m of Exam nati on

a. The examination for the physical therapist or physical thera-
pi st assistant shall be the appropriate |evel exam nation pro-

cured from the an exam nati on servi ce currentty—under—coent+raet
—with approved by the Arkansas State Board of Physical Therapy.

b. The exami nation will be eenputerbased—and—adm nistered at an

approved agency. Witten guidelines and procedures will be
provided at time of application

c. The application nust be conpleted for the exanmi nation in the
tinme allotted or the fee will be forfeited.

Passi ng Level
a. For each examination given on or after March, 1996, a passing
score will be established by the board using criterion refer-

enced scori ng.

Scoring and Reporting of Exam nations

. . . bt I ey I I TED

b. Results of the examinations will be reperted—toe—theBoardby
the—exanmnation—serviece—and—be kept on file by the Board.

c. Examination scores will be reported directly to each candi date
by the Board.



5.

Fai lure to Pass Exani nati on

a. A candidate who fails to pass the Examination will be notified.
The candidate is ineligible to practice in Arkansas as a physi -
cal therapist or a physical therapist assistant until the
exam nation is passed.

b . " . e
A-candidate ? Hing E“F Fstexamnattof ? not—be-a F”ea

b. Upon paynent of an appropriate fee applicants who do not pass
the exami nation after the first attenpt nmay re-take the exani -
nati on one (1) additional tine without re-application for
licensure. This must occur within six (6) nonths fromthe first
failure.

C. Prior to being approved by the Board for subsequent testing
beyond two (2) attenpts, individuals shall re-apply and
denonstrate evidence satisfactory to the Board of having
successfully conpleted additional clinical training and/or
course work as determined by the Board.

V. For ei gn- educat ed Physi cal Therapi sts & Physical Therapi st Assistants

a.

The foreign-educated physical therapist or physical therapist assis-
tant is required to be eligible for licensure or authorized to prac-

ti ce as—a—physteat—therapist without linmtation in their honme coun-
try.

Any foreign-educated physical therapist or physical therapist assis-
tant who plans to practice in Arkansas shall subnit all credentials
set forth in Section Il of these regul ations.

The foreign-educated physical therapist or physical therapist assis-
tant rmust al so submit the follow ng

1. Credentials evaluation statenent froma credentials eval uation



Vi .

VI,

agency approved by the Board.

2. Proef—ef—passing— Results from an English proficiency exam na-
tion. acceptabte—to—theBeard— Both the examination and accept-

abl e score on exam nation nmust be approved by the Board. The
test must include both witten and oral sections.

Recordi ng and Renewal s

A. Licenses nust be renewed annually by March 1 at—a—fee—estabtshedby
the—Boeard—The renewal nust be acconpani ed by appropriate fees and

proof of continuing education.

B. It is the responsibility of the individual to notify the Board of an
address change in witing.

1. Unrenewed licenses becone inactive as of a date established by
the Board. To return to regular status, the previous year's
conti nui ng education requirenents nmust be met and a reinstatenent
fee, not to exceed $100, nust be paid.

2. Licenses reactivated after said date will be assessed a | ate
charge in addition to the renewal fee.

B—treensesmust—be—recorded w ththe-eounty ererk—in-the-eountyn whieh
the—physt eal—therapi st—of —physieal—ther apI'SE asst-stant '_5 praetrerng

C. Individuals wishing to be placed on inactive status nmust submt a
witten request to the Board.

1. A Physical Therapist or Physical Therapist Assistant on inactive
status may not engage in the provision of physical therapy services.

2. To return to regular status, the applicant nust denonstrate
conpl etion of delinquent contiunuing education requirenents up to
four (4) units (40 contact hours) and pay the annual |icense fee,
and a reinstatenent fee as outlined in Section VII

D. Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist Assistants who have not paid
annual renewal fees by March 1 are in violation of the Practice Act and
shall not actively engage in practice. (Reference 17-93-311). Practice
without a valid license is subject to a fine of up to $1,000 per day.

Late renewal s are all owed by paying a penatty |late fee as determ ned by

t he Board.

Fees and Penalties (Current Fee Schedul e Attached)

A.  Physical therapists shall be required to pay fees not to exceed
the foll ow ng:
—tetter—of—Author+zat+on— Tenporary Permt - $100
Initial Application & Examination Fee - $366— $450
Reciprocity - $250
Annual Renewal s - $150
Late Fee - $100 per nonth
Rei nst at ement Fee - $75.00

\4



B. Physical therapist assistants shall be required to pay fees not
to exceed the foll ow ng:
tetter—of—Authoerizatioen Tenporary Permt - $50
Initial Application & Examination Fee - $250
Reciprocity - $200
Annual Renewal s - $125
Late Fee - $100 per nonth
Rei nst at ement Fee - $50. 00

C. Physical therapists and physical therapist assistants who have
not paid annual renewal fees by March 1 will be allowed to renew
wRtH—3JduRre—%t by payi ng a penatty | at e not—to—exceed—$106—F ee of
$100 per nonth.

VIII. Disciplinary Action

A

The Board may refuse to license, refuse to renew a |license, revoke a
license or tetter—of—authorizatien tenporary permnmit, and/or take other
di sciplinary action as provided by | aw regardi ng any physical thera-
pi st or physical therapist assistant who is guilty of any of the acts
as set forth in Section 17-93-308 of the Arkansas Physical Therapy
Practice Act. Unprofessional conduct pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. Sec-
tion 17-93-308(a)(3), shall include but not be limted to the foll ow
i ng: At+revoketd—tHecenserust—bereturned—to—the Board—eofiice—inredi—

1. Engaging in any type of sexual conduct of a verbal or physica
nature or to engage in a sexual/romantic relationship, including, but
not limted to kissing, sexual contact, and sexual intercourse, with a
current patient or with any person who was treated as a patient within
the preceding six nonths. A patient's consent to, initiation of, or
participation in the sexual contact or sexual/romantic rel ationship
does not change the nature of the conduct nor the prohibition. This
provi sion shall not prohibit a physical therapist or physical thera-
pi st assistant fromtreating any person with whomthere has been a
preexi sting sexual or romantic relationship.

2. Intentionally viewing a conpletely or partially disrobed patient in
the course of treatnent if the viewing is not related to patient diag-
nosi s or treatnment under current practice standards.

3. Failing to adhere to the recogni zed standards of ethics of the
physi cal therapy profession.

4. Charging unreasonable or fraudulent fees for services performed or
not perforned.

5. Failing to report to the board any act or omission of a license
hol der, certificate holder, applicant or any other person who viol ates
t he provisions of the Arkansas Physical Therapy Act, as ammended.

A revoked license nust be returned to the Board office i mediately

VI



VI

upon notification of the revocation

B. Each facility offering physical therapy services shall be required to
publicly display the nane and address of the Arkansas State Board of
Physi cal Therapy.

C. Any person nay file a conplaint in witing to the Board agai nst any
i censed physical therapist or physical therapist assistant in this
state, charging said person with having violated the provisions of
any part of the Arkansas Physical Therapy Practice Act. The Board may

act upon its own notion or upon VW|tten conpl ai nt . —of—any—individuat

The person naned in
the conplaint will be notified and a response fromthat individua
wi |l | be requested.

| X.  Physical Therapist Assistant Supervision

A The practice of the physical therapist assistant shall be perforned
only under the supervision of the |icensed physical therapist who
retains noral, ethical, and |legal responsibility for patient care.

B. The supervising therapist nmust be readily avail able for consultation,
eval uations, and establishnment of each program prior—te—detegation—of
any—treatent—ptan—and—determnatton—of—patient—di-scharge

C. In direct consultation with the (supervising) physical therapist, the
physi cal therapist assistant may:

1. AkMter Recommend changes in the treatnment, plan of care or goals as

appropri at e +r—response—to——changes—in—thepatient—s—physiological

state.

2 Wthin the plan of care,recomrend appropriate equi pnent, assistive
devices or nodification of architectural barriers.

3. Wthin the plan of care, perform appropriate assesstent exam na-
tion procedures.

D. The Physical Therapist Assistant may alter treatnent in response to
adverse changes in the patient's physiol ogi cal state.

X. Physical Therapy Aide Functions

A. A physical therapy aide nmust receive inservice training by a physica
t herapi st or physical therapist assistant. Once the aide is trained
in treatments which can be conpleted within the real mof inservice as
determ ned by a physical therapist, he/she nmay performtreatments

only under direct, notess—than—weekly;—on-site supervision by a physi-

cal therapist and/or physical therapist assistant.

B. The physical therapy aide may not:
1. change any treatnent;

2. speeify—andfor perfor m defHnitive{(deeisire—eonetustve—FHna)

eval uative and assessment procedures;

3. alter a plan of care or goals.



Xl . Conti nui ng Educati on Requirenents

A. The licensed physical therapist nmust conplete in each biennium two (2)

CEUs. Fhisbecores—effeetivewth—Jantary—1995+H—censure—renewals—

CEUs are required to be submitted only with odd number year renewals.

B. The licensed physical therapist assistant nmust conplete, in each bien-
niumone (1) CEU. Fhisbecones—effective—wthJanvary—1995+H—censure
renewats—CEUs are required to be submitted only with odd nunber year
renewal s.

C. Qualifying Continuing Education Units

1. One CEU is defined as 10 contact hours of an accredited course or
program Program content nust be of clinical application
clinical managenent, behavioral science, or science.

2. Programcontent and CEU s accreditation nust be approved by the
Board or a Board-approved entity.

3. College or university courses in the area of clinical application
clinical nmanagenent, behavioral science, science, or scientific
research will be accepted. Courses will be credited one (1) CEU
for each satisfactorily (grade C or higher) conpleted credit hour
An official transcript nust be submitted to the Board office.

4., An article or research which has been published may be subnitted
to the Board for consideration of up to one-half the biennium CEU
requirenent. This request, along with the publication nust be
presented to the Board office 30 days prior to licensure renewal
anni versary date. Submissions after this date will not be
considered. The article or research will be approved by the Board.

D. Failure to Comply

Li censees failing to conply with the CEU requirenent will not receive
i censure renewal

XlI'l. XHHAmendnents to these rules and regul ati ons nay be proposed by presenting
the amendnents in witing at any neeting of the Board. |If the proposed
amendnment receives a ngjority vote of the Board, then the procedures for
adoption outlined in the Adm nistrative Procedures Act shall be foll owed.

(REVISIONS RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION - OCTOBER 9, 2001)






