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 Arkansas’s first state capitol, the Old State House was completed 
in 1840.  By 1890, the building was showing her age and 
legislators began to question whether or not to make extensive 
repairs and additions to the Old State House.  Two major factors 
led to the decision to build.  First, a sizable portion of the state 
debt was paid off.  Second, during the 1899 session, the plaster 
ceiling in the Senate fell onto legislators sitting at their desk.                    

 

The new Capitol would be built on 40 acres on what was then the very 
western edge of Little Rock on a site that housed the state penitentiary. 
It took 16 years, from 1899 to 1915 before the Capitol was completed.  
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AMENDMENT GOVERNOR SECRETARY 

BILL LAW SENATOR 

BRONZE DOORS LEGISLATURE STATE 

CAPITOL MARBLE VETO 

CONSTITUTION MONUMENTS VOTE 

 

              

             

        

            

State House in 1871. Drawn & published by A. Ruger. 

Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division. 

State Capitol 1996 
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 STATE CAPITOL! ACTIVITY SHEET 

Go to sos.arkansas.gov for more information about your State Capitol! 


