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I believe in Arkansas  I believe in Arkansas  
as a Land of Opportunity and Promise.as a Land of Opportunity and Promise.

I believe in the rich heritage  I believe in the rich heritage  
of Arkansas and I honor the men  of Arkansas and I honor the men  

and women who created this heritage.and women who created this heritage.

I believe in the youth of Arkansas  I believe in the youth of Arkansas  
who will build our future.who will build our future.

I am proud of my state,  I am proud of my state,  
I will uphold its constitution,  I will uphold its constitution,  

obey its laws, and  obey its laws, and  
work for the good  work for the good  
of all its citizens.of all its citizens.

The Arkansas CreedThe Arkansas Creed

Hey kids! 
I’m the Arkansas Traveler. I love traveling 
around the state to see its beauty and 
learn about its rich history. Follow me 

through this book and discover some of the 
things that make Arkansas so special!
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The Story of the  
Arkansas Flag

Can you imagine Arkansas’s flag with a big boat 
pictured on it? What about a dancing bear?  
Those were two of the ideas suggested during  
the search for the state’s first official flag.

Before 1913, Arkansas did not have a state flag. The Pine Bluff Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution decided to hold a contest for 
ideas. There were 65 designs entered. Some were drawn with crayon, and 
some were pieced together with silk. 

The winning design came from Miss Willie Hocker of Wabbaseka. She 
explained the meaning for all the symbols on her flag:

•	 Red, white and blue — the colors 
of the U.S. flag

•	 25 stars — Arkansas was the 25th 
state admitted to the Union

•	 Diamond — Arkansas is the 
nation’s only diamond-producing 
state

•	 The center stars — 
a) 	Three nations have ruled 

Arkansas: Spain, France and 
the United States

b) 	Arkansas was the third state 
created from the Louisiana 
Purchase (1803)

c)	 Two stars below “Arkansas” 
represent Arkansas and 
Michigan, “twin states” that 
became part of the United 
States near the same time 
(Arkansas on June 15, 1836, 
and Michigan on January 26, 
1837)

The state’s name was added on a suggestion by the selection committee.
On February 26, 1913, the state legislature approved the design as the 
state’s official flag.

In 1923, the legislature added a fourth blue star to indicate the state had 
been a member of the Confederate States of America from 1861 to 1865. 
Its placement was moved in 1924 to make the design balanced once 
again.

This is to certify that 

has completed a study  
of the Great State of 

and promises to continue  
to learn more about his/her state.
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Color the
Arkansas Flag



How did Arkansas 
get its name?

Did you know that the word Arkansas comes from the Native Quapaw tribe 
meaning “people who live downstream?” French and Spanish explorers used 
the term “Arkansaw” to refer to the people and the land in which they lived.



The Arkansas State Gem is the diamond. 
The Crater of Diamonds State Park 
in Murfreesboro is the only place in 
the world where anyone can dig for 
diamonds — and KEEP them!

Diamond

Quartz
Quartz is mined in the Ouachita 

Mountains. The crystals are sometimes 
called “Arkansas Diamonds,” but 

they really aren’t diamonds. Quartz is 
usually clear or white, but can also be 

pink, yellow or even purple.



Pine

Southern yellow and loblolly pine trees are 
common around Arkansas. They can grow 

more than 100 feet tall. Pine trees are used 
to make paper, lumber and many 

other products. 



Bauxite

Apple Blossom

Apple blossoms grow on trees. They are 
pink and white with green leaves. At one 
time, apples were a major crop in the state. 
Today, the town of Lincoln in Washington 
County still hosts the annual Arkansas 
Apple Festival each fall.

Bauxite is an important part of making 
aluminum, which is the metal used for 
soft drink cans. Saline County has the 
largest bauxite deposits in the United 

States. Colors in the rock are white, 
grey, yellow and red.



The mockingbird can imitate the sounds of many other 
birds — frogs and insects, too! Mockingbirds grow 
about 10 inches long. Their feathers 
are shades of gray with white patches.

Diana Fritillary

The Diana Fritillary butterfly is large and very colorful. 
Males are dark brown with orange markings. The 
females are larger and have bright blue markings 
with white spots. They live in moist mountain areas, 
especially around Mount Magazine.

Mockingbird



Honeybee

Honeybees are very helpful 
for farmers. They fly from flower 

to flower to collect pollen. 
The pollen helps plants make the fruit 
and seeds that farmers sell. Bees also 

make honey. 

Milk

Dairy farming is an important 
part of Arkansas agriculture. 
Milk is a good source of 
calcium and Vitamin D, 
which helps your teeth 
and bones grow strong.



White-Tailed Deer

White-tailed deer are the most 
popular game animal in Arkansas. 
Young deer have red fur with white 
spots that help them hide in tall 
grass. Their fur turns brownish-gray 
by their first birthday. 



South Arkansas Vine Ripe

Pink Tomato

The tomato is officially a 
fruit, but is usually used as a 
vegetable. Bradley County in 

southern Arkansas celebrates 
the tomato 

with the annual 
Pink Tomato Festival.

Pecan

Pecan trees produce dark 
brown nuts that grow 
1-2 inches long. The nuts 
are used in many southern 
recipes. Arkansas’s pecan 
groves produce around 
2.5 million pounds 
of nuts each year. 



Cynthiana grapes are native to Arkansas. They are grown for wine 
making by vineyards across the Ozarks. The state is one of the 

nation’s top producers of this type of grape. 

Mallard

The mallard is the most common duck found in Arkansas, 
and is very popular with duck hunters. They are a species 

of “dabbling ducks,” meaning they tip their heads in the 
water to find food near the surface, rather than diving 

to the bottom. The males have bright green heads and 
flashy colors, but the females are mostly brown all over.

Cynthiana



Fiddle

Also called a violin, the 
fiddle is one of the main 

instruments used in American 
folk music. Long before mp3 

players and radios, a fiddle 
tune might have been 

the only music in a 
pioneer home.

Need a hint? It’s the state historic song!

Square Dance

In a square dance, four 
couples stand facing 

each other and perform a 
variety of steps together. 

Dancers follow the 
directions of a “caller,” 

the person who calls out 
steps during the song. 



Rice

Rice is an important food for 
people around the world. 

It is the leading crop for 
Arkansas farms. Almost half 

of all American rice is grown 
in our state, mostly in the 

eastern delta.

The Stuttgart soil series is 
found in much of Arkansas’s 
most productive rice country, 

covering over 200,000 
acres.  Act 890 of the 

Arkansas General 
Assembly of 1997 

named the Stuttgart 
soil series our 

official state soil.  

Stuttgart Soil Series



Bowie Knife

In Arkansas’s early years, 
men often carried large 

belt knives of various 
patterns as accessories 

and for self-defense.  
The “Bowie” was one 

such, inspired by a knife 
carried and used by 
adventurer and land 

speculator James Bowie 
(1796-1836).

Shotgun

Arkansas’s early European settlers carried 
long-barreled “fowling pieces” or shotguns for 
hunting and self-protection.  
Today, hunting with shotguns
is popular and important 
to Arkansas’s economy.



Dutch Oven

The Dutch oven is a deep, heavy 
pot with legs, a lid and a handle. 
Pioneers set the pot over a 
campfire and placed hot coals 
on the lid to cook their meals. 
They could make foods like 
soup, biscuits and even cake 
in pots like this. Today, many 
campers still use Dutch ovens.

Labrador Retriever
The Labrador Retriever was bred to help 

waterfowl hunters. These “duck dogs” have 
webbed paws, a thick tail, and a waterproof 
coat to help them swim. They come in three 

colors; yellow, black, and chocolate. Labs are 
very smart and friendly, which makes them 
the most popular hunting dogs in the state.



Arkansaurus fridayi

In August 1972, Joe B. 
Friday discovered the 

remains of the right hind 
foot of a dinosaur on his 

land in Lockesburg (Sevier 
County).  The dinosaur was 

given the informal name 
“Arkansaurus fridayi” in 

1973.  They are the only 
dinosaur bones known 
to have been found in 
Arkansas. In 2017, the 

Arkansas Legislative 
Assembly designated 

Arkansaurus fridayi the 
official State Dinosaur.

Alligator Gar
Arkansas’s lakes and rivers are 
home to dozens of species of 
native fish. The alligator gar
has a long, broad snout and 
sharp teeth; it is one of the 
oldest species of fish and can 
breathe both air and water, 
which allows it to survive in very 
shallow water.
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Songs of Arkansas





Word Search

F I D D L E N D H E C

L M I L K F M O I E C

Q U A R T Z T R E U D

T O M A T O D I E P N

E I O P I N E C K B M

H O N E Y B E E A O O

E T D C M D R E N E T

D N Y A B Z P O N N F

Y E R N I P E T E M I

I O O O Q B E O E A O

L R E M E E D P N C A

DEER DIAMOND FIDDLE

HONEYBEE MILK PECAN

PINE QUARTZ RICE

TOMATO



A-Maze-ing Arkansas

Start

Finish



The Seal’s the Deal

The Arkansas 
State Seal

My 
State Seal














