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EXCERPT, POLICY VI-A 

POliCY Vi~A: OIlJT-OF~HOME PIlACEMENl CRiTERiA 

Placement shall be chosen: 
A.	 To ensure the health and safety of a child; 
B.	 To ensure, that caretakers have the skills and training sufficient to deal with the child's special Ineeds 

and any disabling condition; and . 
C.	 To keep the child in close proximity to the family, if possible, to maintain enrollment in the school the 

child attended before placement. 

A foster home may not house or admit any roomer or boarder. A roomer or boarder is: 
A.	 a person to whom a household furnishes lodging. meals. or both. for' a r~isonable monthly paymentj-	 ~ and,	 "~,>, 

B.	 not a household member.'~;{. 

A household member is a resident of the home who: 
,A. owns or is legally responsible for paying rent on the home (household',head)j or. 

c",
.:;;.(,,:.:,. . 

'~:~\i~:.,,,B.	 is in a close personal relationship with a household head; or, 
C.	 is related to a household head or a to erson in a''''lfJse ersonal relation;~;l',with a household head. 

"'1(\.	 \ 

An household member who resides in the home for more 'i-'fuuJative mont~;~f'ini'aifcalendar ear must 
'~"l'>">_ . """-'~'\{'-'''(:::;'':'':'.':., ~<:".-,~. 

clear the follOWing, backeround checks: Arkansas Child rt7IaItreatMiPtti:1!iientraI Regi~try, Arkansas Adult 
I	 l?l;O{;..:~'~4, \L~(;\ /~~'''Z-''-~~':11':~'i;.'''''l::-f>r:'t.,.~ :.. 

Maltreatment Registry, Arkansas State Policei:Gri!1}inal BackgrounC! Check; ari'dij;,BHGidmihal Record Check. II 

I '" 4iP~'t'" " , '\;i:ii#l;,~r' '<1Wi;i,C;'" 

PROCEDURE VI-Al: Out-o~;f~~~e Place~ent Crit~~,ia' 
I" "·~;:~~~\~tjt;'I' .A\ibrtr.;·. F,t·. 

05/ 11L:;;;jk,.~:L'):;';;,'i.'";",:,'"";'",,..',i,:,.,,::"'",',,,::,'i<···;~f<7f:~~;;ti ~'.:(. ~'I;; -: ". 
' 

The Family Service Worker Will:,;.;!,-:j~~> ';Y', J 

A.	 Consider placerpg'!it with appropriate rel~fi~~l:j!1a licen~~'a\gr approved foster home. 
B.	 Conduct a reviEr" he home that will includ~:hi~'r ,,~,'/ 
C.	 Place a child'in ap, -'ipnal foster home,if a r~'I'~ti~e~'i~ identified and it is in the best interest of the child. 

The~?~im~~~ info~, Resource w07~W of.2~;'relative who is interested in becoming a Proyisional 
Fo~!el"'Home"fbr a chil ',?,ster care. T~t¥~~esource Worker will need to coordinate with the FSW to 
o!?l~in demographic inform ,n on fall')!lytrilembers and enter the information into the CHRIS Provider 

s£t~ens. " ',' 1~>,~:t1~i§\i/ 
l)';;l1;;f\ child may be placedin the:Qrne of a relative on a provisional basis for up to six months pending 

('fl" "e relative's home b~Jng oB,~ti'~d as a regular foster home. If the relative opts to have his' or her 
".::",)~ opened as a pro~,sion~1 foster home, the relative shall not be paid a board payment until the 
d~i~~t,bt ,meets all of tQ~ requirements and is opened as a regular foster home. The child(ren), if age 
apP¥Q~'S~~~ld;.a'j~b be interviewed about the placement with the relative to determine h10w the' 
child f~ ,~f;th~f;:placement. 

2)	 The child is in the custody of the Department, therefore, the child shall remain in an approved foster 
home or licensed shelter or facility, until the relative's home is opened as a provisional home. 
a.	 The FSW will: 

i.	 Evaluate how the other children and adults in the home wjll affect the successful 
development of a child in foster care, and how the child in foster care will impact the other 
members of the home; and 

ii.	 Make individual placement decisions on a case by case basis in the best interest of the child. 
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POUtV' VI-A: OUT-OF~HOMEI?ILACEMENlT CRITERiA 

Placement shall be chosen: 
A.	 To ensure the health and safety of achild; 
B.	 To ensure that caretakers have the skills and training sufficient to deal with the child's special needs 

and any disabling condition; and 
iC.	 To keep the child in close pro~imity to the family, if possible, to maintain enrollment in the sch'bol the 

child attended before placement. 

~~~~. 

~~~-K~~~~~~~~~~~'v' 
• • • •	 • .4;"::::;i • 

A. 

B. 

~ clJlml.9~iilJti'\l'e Months iR"! a caie0101arr ,e~rr mlUJs~ 
Ma~itrreaitme[f'lt Cent~'iilJl !?i.e ostr e, Arri(a91SClS Ad!fl.it 

V'lI:»ll.indi Check Zlfrlc1 c:Bti CrrimifrlaJlReclI:»rd Ched(. 

~~~~'-100;~F.~ 

. . ~~~~Rtl)M~~@-c-el-~"'oc-t-OO-®l~H~{"P»~ 

~:*~~~~.m.~AAe~-I"" 
\:~t 

..(",,~t-of:t~,~me Placement Criteria 
~~~_ ,..-, ~v:.';". .t:~t." 

"~(~iri~:?~):;./: p 

0·'.... .ll~:/
 
'.~-),..\ ... :,\ '
 

The Family Seiil,.i.~e WO.1Will: .	 . 
A.	 Consjd~it.)placement with appropriate relatives in a licensed or approved foster home. 
B.	 Conduct ~"::r\eyIew of the home that will include: 
C.	 Place a chil~~(fh a provisional foster home if a relative is identified and it is in the best interest of the child. 

The FSW must inform the Resource Worker of a relative who is interested in becoming a Provisional 
Foster Home for a child in foster care. The Resource Worker will need to coordinate with the FSW to 
obtain demographic information on family members and enter the information into the CHRIS Provider 
screens. 
1) A child may be placed in the home of a relative on a provisional basis for up to six months pending 

the relative's home .being opened as a regular foster home. !f the relative opts to have his or her 
home opened as a provisional foster home, the relative shall not be paid a board payment until the 
relative meets all of the requirements and is opened as a regular foster home. The child(ren), if age 
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appropriate, should also be interviewed about the placement with the relative to determine how the 
child feels about the placement. 

2)	 The child is in the custody of the Department, therefore, the child shall remain in an approved foster 
home or licensed' shelter or facility, until the relative's home is opened as a provisional home. 
a.	 The FSW will: 

j.,.---[..p..w-l'€--{.!q.aJc-t!~i9*a.prt:-see-kfAg-W-a~~-e-st~-r-e-r-H;--i.-5-f',;¥c-W-P.-a-l3iB-.q.g-W::fl::, 

e~~~--st.I.:t51-€!-e-a-;<-ffiaff~~~<4er--..~.f--t-!'l-i-5~ 

·x~I;!-fe--t~at there ar~--aa..~-fl the hOr-Re cohabiting with 3 S€)~~-il~~=£iGe 

ef--3-ma:c14age-->.-'lffij-GP.-i-5-'t'-a-!-iG-'d~.e-te.p,-s:fi-~-.q~vs-of this state.,. 
fiH-his a~~allvto cefl.a.9j..~e~::l~-R4-5a':~-e-se-x

f.ii-:i. Evaluate how the other children and adults in the hom, 
-development of a child in foster care, and how the child in lfl'W

1 

,..
members of the home; and ,<(' 

f.>r.ii. Make individual placement decisions on a case by caseA:)~~is 

.li' 

: 

r care w . 

in the 

- , ~""'.' 
',~~>, 
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EXCERPT, POLICY VII-C
 

POUCY \m~(:lFOSTIER HOME ASSESSMEN11PIROCIESS 

OS/2011 

In order to ensure quality foster homes, DCFS will complete a thorough home assessment for each pros~ective 
foster family. The purpose of the assessment process is to educate prospective foster parents bn the 
characteristics of children in out-of-home placement and evaluate their ability to meet those needs, as ~ell as 
evaluate the applicants' compliance with the Minimum Licensing Standards and DCFS policy I'equireme'nts for 
foster homes. The home assessment is a mutual selection process. It involves several components including, but 
not limited to, background checks, an in-home co.nsultation visit, pre-service training, a home study, and 
ongoing consultation with the prospective foster parents to ensure that all appropriate criteria related to both 
compliance and quality are met. Prospective foster parents, with the excePtio'1.,9ti~rovisionalfoster parents, are 
highly encouraged to attend an Information Meeting before the In-Home ConsultatiSry"Yisit. 

.',S\;~;~~~, 

BASIC CRITERIA ,;.. .:":":,::,:,;:~,~, 

Basic criteria for consideration in determining the appropriateness",~,i~ta~~~~iI:i9m~~.i!1c1ude;'b~tare not limited 

to the following. 'i';~ft';;,;;\i;P\1;l~J:j!i:r'.~'!:ll~t):tii~:,.,~ri;f.~;;; 
':":::n " t. ;~, '. ::-;. 

....; -:.Age - Applicant is at least 21 years of age and not older th.~n 65 years of age. 
·;:~ib>;., 

'''''.~(;''., 

Relationship Stability 
A. 

B.	 the 

:t~:1~~; -~ 
.	 /' . 

i:;''''	 ~~.'-,,::'. 

"il'-dert'P,roomer or boarder is:
 
ih':J;!·t('fueals or both for a reasonable monthl a ment·
 

B.	 /,-,:,.,,;\
 
,. . ".,.;{i.r:'·


/~i~J" ;'~.~,:.: /;,: ,'; 
A househoia member is a resident of tl1e~ , . me'who: 

A. oWhs or is legallv responsible for"$iylhg rent on the home (household head); or. 
B. is r~~':~c1ose personal relati&nship"~ith a household head; or, 
C. is reift'- ,to a household he~d or a to erson in a close ersonal relationshi with a household head. 

An ',?w,ho,.1i s in the home for more than 3 cumulative months in a calendar ear must 
clear the following'b'll~itgfalfnd checks: Arkansas Child Maltreatment Central Registry. Arkansas' Adult 
Maltreatment Registry. Arkansas State PoliCe Criminal Record Check, and FBI Criminal Background Check. ' 

1 



EXCERPT. POLICY VII-C 

POUCY \m~(: \FOSTER HOME ASSESSMIEI\lT PROCESS 

O~M2011 

in order to ensure quality foster homes, DCFS will complete a thorough home assessment for each prospective 
foster family. The purpose of the assessment process is to educate prospective foster parents on the 
characteristics of children in out-of-home placement and evaluate their ability to meet those needs, as well as 
evaluate the applicants' compliance with the Minimum Licensing Standards and DCFS policy requirements for 
foster homes. The home assessment is a mutual selection process. It involves several components including, but 
not limited to, background checks, an in-home consultation visit, pre-service train' a home study, and 
ongoing consultation with the prospective foster parents to ensure that all appro~ .f' related to both 
compliance and quality are met. Prospective foster parents, with the exception '! ,'*.lL,;~ision ter parents, are 
highly encouraged to attend an Information Meeting before the In-Home Con~ultati6";' . 

//tj~l'~", 
BASIC CRITERIA	 \:;:\:,

';;f:~~"~ 

Basic criteria for consideration in determining the appropriateness qf;'foster honie~,Jnclude",,,not limited 

to the following. '	 , ,f!;~~~~~~ti~ii0 ''':~~;';!;:ity;, 
Age - Applicant is at least 21 years of age and not older than,q5' years offai¢:~,,:;~\
 

;;;i!J:"<!YI':{?~tl~;!
 i'c' 

A.	 (!iiicants CllU'llol each er :.:.ha~~~i~ac:=.l\i;~o%!i:.l'e:.:.~~~==:.:::..::~ 

a stable relafl:oiOlti'lshu 01. 

J;~o;~ 

B.	 i~i~~t~~~ve slria!~ a~s«lJ tole ccorosiD1ererdi when <lssesson the 

rdler. A roome!' or f:ilOZlrr-der is: 
in"" mea~s, 'lW b«l'\t~, fow 2l rea5lt1lE1a!~~e i1'lOJV'ithhLI~~'i~~ 

. ~k ..c'· 

~. meimlbiefl'. -{;(\
 
""{.;~\
 

,'.. . \I~:>:~.. _<".
 
A household membei'~n a -, Ii; of ttri~home who:
 

.A1ft~i~?iittlls'!Jris ieg:g;~~v re§\@b\sibi!i~l!)fI' !f!;:lIVirig fl'ei'llt on t~~e home (hlQJMsehollOl heaidl); OI1'.Il
 

IS. -";i~;Jhf;~~j~$e'f2ei$bl'Oilii r~ijlI0b6'lshDp with ill hOMsehold head; or,
 

e,' is ;i.:$!ated~t,@*~~li!l'~ijseho(~ head or ill to p!erson on ill dose fOlefl'sonai re~atil:mshi~ with a hOJiJse~olo1 he~lP1.
 
~, -~~,.,~.,_·,j"_·,f,.,,_,,

':('~?~~'.;, . 0>	 

1'\ 

• 

Am! hOMseho!o1 uri~mbei" whlOi resides irn the home flOr more tharn 31 lCumu!ilIti~e months; in a ca~ell'bclillU' Veillr mMst 
deafl' tile followoB'lg;/i!,~lOfac!<fi!:fI'm,md chedts: Plrkai1JslJls Chiid MlJI~treatmei1t Cent.ra! Registnr, Ad<,M"lSillS il Ad~!llt 
Maltreatment Registry, AfI'i<l3lnsas State PolicE! Crr-imina! Record Chec!<, illD'id !FBI «:rimiU'iill~ Background Ct'ied<. : 
~-&&J~§ 

-4!'i-il~~~~~~i"R-@~~~~~~~EoJa-lh~e-:j~~*k-=-~~-{;--.~JH.st~'o"€~a...Si~""\:-€-4X<l-t ..~ 
~~~~~~~'-4Wiek~"'i!-@r.u~~~"'t-t~~::iPliil';'p'~~~"'1U-Ioo-c~ " 

~-!MC-<oo~~sx~~~~~~~~a>«!@

~~~~~~..j.~-l~~~~~ 

~~~~~'f~~~ 

~~~~-G!-4-ec-l"~~~"'WtI*~~-iAA~-'~~< 
~~~ 

~~~~ 

1 
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EXCERPT, POLICY VII-C 

-----A-:~<!-1_::'l0H!%~)H:o~.;..k·~~aL~@21-e\U,p~-Ge-%H{~-f~;.../;:l~>;~.f'-t:b~{O)GWd.slt~.k~~·t1'~~~~~"...e:'~~-%'~~ 

f.e&~W'~-e{~.f€{~~w~~..(;'~~~·~~PMr1~<:k.J.:!-k.....llh""}l!*k*,~1el"-'~~-eP.%l~~ 

~~a.w~24'R*'k.~~~..<S{~~?~-e-:~~~~~R~~·Sh~~,!.t'§-~p'~~~~~'\,~,t~;l~~€'f! 
'I 

~~-(~$('"~:'&'~~.}-~~"lt?""'-(4a§e-1J\;'-!~-G!~.§-t~t!*k~~~~~~~-.t.l.t~~j~~..;.rMw""1"J\!.~,,~RI.1m-....&~~-M-i~~~Wq, 

~~~~'i:-9-""~}l.~~x-i!J,~~k~{o;"l€:~{~~4<.+~&- . I' 

~~~~~~:s-,s-f~~~~-a-c-W~~~~.-S€{~ ...:e-r~a'...ek~~.p~~·~~~-~~;.['::~~~~~~~~~.f:-er.r= 

rooaY;*-%~"Y;;'~',f-'~~~~~~).p~~+s-s-r~~A%~~q,.n~~s-r~~~~ 

,*~~~~-I'{w~·re~-!J';;'2{~""lGt~.Rl-t-!~.we:~o;-€-C..Jo.:.w.~~~~~...f~./I..')f-rP"j'le~€{;, 
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EXCERPT, POLICY VII-G 

OS/2011 \. 

Alternate care for children in out-of-home placement may be used to provide assistance to foster parents when 
circumstances requiring supervision by an appropriate adult other than the foster parents exist, e.g., if both 
foster parents work, during foster parent training, transporting a child in foster care for medical purposes~ need 
for short-term, temporary care to provide relief to the foster parent from the on-going responsibility of care, 
etc. 

There are five types of alternatecare:;" 
A.	 Normal Age-Appropriate Activities - Children in foster homes should bJ~'~Z~f?uraged to participat~in 

normal age-appropriate activities such as overnight visits with friends, extra"C:llrricular activities, church 
. activities, and short-term summer camps. Foster parents shall exercise caref~F~b.J:'lsideration when 

.	 . "~:i}: 

determining whether a child may participate in any normal ag - propriate activity, Foster parents 
shall notify the FSW if the child will spend more than 24 COI;,!. .  ~s tside th~;;tpster home 
when participating in said-activities. ':!' ·;ii'"".,. 

. ~ . ~. 

B.	 Child Care - Child care may be routinely provided,as a part of an out-~f4t9.!T'e placement cai~i1;' Chi,ld 
ca~e providers m~st be on the voucher syste.m an'a:t eQ~~d by The DiViSiO~R\t~t,.Child Care and Early,i 
Childhood Education or on the Voluntary Child Car . ~r:~\ Every attempt sti~",lId be made to place 

.	 ...~ .,1·i:!P~·;'~r.<),:'>:·, . ""~::'<'\' _,"",
children in care in a quality child care setting. '" ""Y"':"'Stt;A;/

··~f: \';;~;~~i~~ff;~' X?~·· 

Child care for children may also be ~r$~i'd~.d as a part ~fi~~0~t#6¥~.. .~!!,m';nt case to provide 
assistance to foster parents for ?9\riZroutine circumstance~;l~actrelate to',.. retention and/or support 
of the foster home such as fo~!~1'parent traiqing. Child car~\j)rovided fo{such purposes may be 

reimbursed by the Division.:;,;;t';t(;f*f.z"z" •... ...;~~0;\... .'.' \\~~~\. 
C.	 Babysitting - Babysitters may be ~~~d~t,!~,p~~~ide ~~casiJ~~1 c~~~':~~r children in the foster home f~r no 

more than sixcolJ!inuous hours at one'ii"·'. Foster pare~~~r\shall exercise careful consideration w~en 
evaluating the;c;I'i~racter and competence, .... "y individ,!iiif asked to babysit. Foster parents may . 
reimburse tl'le':'b~~V:~§itter if they choose to db\)~.~~'j'Dfvisionwill not reimburse for baby-sitting 
services.~",bysitt~'ii~I~h~1Inot transport cbildre~~\~cic:kgroundchecks are not required.;:,..\~ <~,	 '!~~h ·e· .\~\g: 

,<;.<;.j.D;:k').~::.~-·:3:};:t>," '. '~;:~~...)". ~;i~\" ':"-,
D.	 Fo.~~~r Family Support S,~r;r;t-The Foste~A~~mily Support System (FFSS) may be comprised of up to 

t~tl!e other households ide'f~('ifled by thettb$ter family. FFSS members may provide occasional cardor 
c~ll~ren when the foster pare '. "j~'to do s~ on t~e occasion of an~icipated or unanticipated II 

e~,~~s. Foster parents shall exert .' reful consideration when evaluating the character and " 
c6~~~~ence of any househ~9Idas,~d to serve as an FFSS member. Foster parents may reimburse an 
FFS',ber if they choos~to do so. The Division will not reimburse FFSS members. 

~\_":,:",::,.,..,.,....'.:.,.:,:.-.~,j.·.:r~,,. t:~: ,. ". It;::~P	 " " 
Member', . 'j~a~!~,r,,~~mily Support System may transport children and care for children in the foster 

"'::";"~;'-;'-"')'-;;';·~!r.~''1,.\:"::·".,"~~

home or in thEfhome'::OflheFFSS member. However, an FFSS member shall not provide care for more 
than 72 continuous hours at one time regardless of the location in which care is provided and/or 
regardless of which FFSS member is providing care. No extensions may be granted for FFSS care of a 
child. The FSW shall be notified when an FFSS member will provide care for more than 24 continuous 
hours. 

The Foster Family Support System shall not be used in place of respite care or as an out-of-home 
placement. The number of children placed in an FFSS member household must meet all Minimum 
Licensing and DCFS Policy requirements. 

1 



EXCERPT, POLICY VII-G 

All prospective FFSS members must be cleared through the Child Maltreatment Central Registry and a 
State Police CriminallRecord Check. The Division will request any other state where the prospective 
FFSS member has resided in the preceding six years to check its child abuse and neglect registry. The 
Division will provide documentation in the case record that the Child Maltreatment Central Regist~y 
and State Criminal Record Checks were conducted on the prospective FFSS member. 

Documentation of at least one visual inspection of the home for evaluation purposes is required of all 
prospective FFSS members. The Division will check the driving record (violation points) for each 
potential FFSS member. The Arkansas State Vehicle Sa'fety Program sets the maximum number of traffic 

,I 
violation points an FFSS member foster parent may be allowed. 

IE.	 Respite Care - When a Foster Family Support System member is not a~,!JII~k,!e to provide needed care 
on a short-term basis, respite care may be utilized in order to temporarily re'h~ye the foster family ,of 

.	 "~',.>;\ 

the ongoing responsibilities and stresses of care. There are two types of respite;~~,re: 
';~'" ':~, 

1)	 Informal Respite Home - An approved DCFS foster hO'.1l~:::fij::- te~~8r!ry care when the 
Foster Family Support System is unable to assist or for situati6" ''ill> • I be outside 
of the foster home for more than 72 continuous hours. An Infor" espite , , ., ;provide care 
for no more than seven continuous days at o'n,~, time. Periods of res;il~ care in an Inf~r~~I' Respite 
Home lasting longer than seven consecutive d,~~ quire approval from;~~he Area Director or 'i 

designee.	 '", :\" ,;ic[i':<>~,_;, '\;;!~>\;« " 

If an Area Director approved exte?,~ion exceeds fJ~.r~een,~~~:),~~~~dayS, ~~€:~egular foster 
parents' board payment will b~,~i~~~d. If the child,~as ~~~V~dl"),~~V£~9~binationof FFSS or 
informal respite homes (i.e.!/qiHside ohhe regular fci~~t;home plac~i!f~nt, the total amount of ' 
days within those alterna,,"'; re types ca.pnot exceed l!consecutive'!'days as board payment may 

be affected.?:i;";;~(~;~Jt)i'::::h,", \\::	 I, 

A stay in an Informal Respite H:':'~~~~ be d~'cum~hted }~~:~HRIS, but not as a separate/new 
placement. ~he number of childr :;'" ced in an Info'fmal"Respite Home must meet all Minimum 
lLicensing al'l~IDcFs Policy requiremert " /;:11;;"" 

Foster~~';;~:~~~..ij~y, reimburse an inf~rm:i;~i;~pif~::~rovider if they choose to do so. The Division will 
not,r~mbursea'ii<rlirormal respite pr&\tider.tthe number of children placed in an Informal Respite 

"~'r,," '-::; ~<:r.• -,.:.'.,,/ :\f·;j"~:. ""'~"'i,:T:';:~;'~" ~';~:;" '~ ". .
 

:::LHome m~~tmeet aihfYjinimum Licensi,~~,and DCFS Policy requirements.
 
,-	 ' •. :i-~,;_."'.c'.:t 

» ."'~". ~il¥/:' 
2)~":i, Formal Re~pite Care - A 0 ,~~ratt ~rovide~ who.supplies short-~er~ respite care particula~ly 
':'::~;Y"hen a child's currentplace ,:"IIS at risk of disruption and/or respite IS needed to prevent a Ii 

\fi."~esidential, acute psycbiatric,!.i5r similar placement. Formal Respite Care should be provided in 
'~;~~" rdance with a fam!Jy-ciri~en, youth-guided respite plan and in coordination with a child's 
it' '... ral health treC:l~fuent plan (if applicable). 

• .:.,.:;::".>,,"....'::;.;:\~. ?E~i:~} 
Formal~~fea'feshall be provided for no more than 7 days per 3 month period. A stay with,ia 
Formal Respite Care provider must be documented in CHRIS, but not as a separate/new placement 
(provided it does not exceed the more than 7 days per 3 month period). 

Longer periods of Formal Respite Care require approval from the Prevention & Support Manager. If 
an approved extension exceeds 14 consecutive days, the regular foster parents' board payment will 
be affected. If the child has stayed in any combination of FFSS or informal respite homes before a
formal respite stay, the total amount of days within those alternate care types (i.e., outside the

,I 

'regular foster home placement) j:annot exceed 14 consecutive days as board payment may be 
affected. 
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EXCERPT, POLICY VII-G 

POIlJCV V!!~G: ALTERNATE CARIE /FOR CHilDREN iN OUT-OF~HOME PLACEMENT 

O~-±l2011 

Alternate care for children in out-of-home placement may be used to provide assistance to foster parents when 
circumstances requiring supervision by an appropriate adult other than the foster parents exist, e.g., if both 
foster parents work, during foster parent training, transporting a child in foster care for medical purposes1 need 
for short-term, temporary care to provide relief to the foster parent from the on-going responsibilitv of care, 

::re are five tYpes of alternate care' /,,#/'i\q'lll~;'j 
A.	 Normal Age-Appropriate Activities - Children in foster homes should .t:Je en' edto';participate>in 

normal age-appropriate activities such as overnight visits with fri~"a'~~>extra-c . I~'f activities, c~urch 
activities, and short-term summer camps. Foster parents shall exe~Cis~~~!l!eful co' ation when 
determining whether a child may participate in any normal 'e-appropri~t\,~divity~ r p.arents 
shall notify the FSW if the child will spend more than 24 co .uous hours ol1tside the .,' home 
when participating in said activities. ,1"', "t,,, 

''i?V;, > 'l~, 
B.	 Child Care - Child care may be routinely provided" part of an outi;~f\~home pl~cement case. Child 

ca~e providersm~st be on the voucher syste,( nd Ii~~n~ed by The Di~i~l~c?:e~~~~ffild Care and Early! 
Childhood EducatIon or on the Voluntary <;J gistry. Every attempt should be made to place 
children in care in a quality child care setti"ng. 

Child care for children may also b~;p. , ut-of~ me placement case to provide 
assistance to foster parents fo.~~~n-rou a~lelate to the retention and/or sup~ort 
of the foster home such as fp~ti~ip:~rent ovided for such purposes may be I 

reimbursed by the Division. ·':<~Y!2~~;... 
- "':5:;~1~~ 

C.	 Babysitting - Babysi rs may be used ide occasional care for children in the foster home for no 
more than six contin ~.~s at one tirri'i!~\1~g~~er parents shall exercise careful consideration when 
evaluating the chara ., fC~h'lp'etenceof~tiy individual asked to babysit. Foster parents may 

~1;" ••""'_';':'':'\'<_:~ I,;,~? . 

reimburse,~fie baby-sitt~!;, if t'l~Y:c eJ:9ido so. The Division will not reimburse for baby-sitting 
services: 'sitters shafF!'~8';transpo ildren. Background checks are not required. 

\ ~~?,~~ 

D.Foster Fam1't ,'ort Syst~~.-T,he Foster Family Support System (FFSS) may be comprised of up to 
,three other 'Wgu' s idenilfi~a by the foster family. FFSS members may provide occasional care for 
. ~ wherl~~he f .~ht is unable to do so on the occasion of anticipated or unanticipated 

.~ p~rents exercise careful consideration when evaluating the character and 
ho sehold asked to serve as an FFSS member. Foster parents may reimburse an 

emberi y choose to do so. The Division will not reimburse FFSS members. 
"~~ti:~~" 

Membersi!'h~'~~sterFamily Support System may transport children and care for children in the foster 
home or in·the home of the FFSS member. However, an FFSS member shall not provide care for more 
than 72 continuous hours at one time regardless of the location in which care is provided and/or 
regardless of which FFSS member is providing care. No extensions may be granted for FFSS care of a 
child. The FSW shall be notified when an FFSS member will provide care for more than 24 continuous 
hours. 

The Foster Family Support System shall not be used in place of respite care or as an out-of-home 
placement. The number of .children placed in an FFSS member household must meet all Minimum 
Licensing and DCFS Policy requirements. ~ 

wJ.tI~~~illAFleH~We-<~**IOi·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1 



e numb 
JS Polic '., "quirements. 

. ;;~:$~>,. .lr:i 

pa;ihts ma' .;,,;;,J~burse 

be affected. '",,}' 

I EXCERPT, POLICY VII-G 

M-er~-G{7-t~*.:e~'!~~~-l:-b",-""'C',~~.y.-et~'-e.~~.£'=~<*Mter~Lc""2.(~~~ ..~.g'""'::':-tt.{'l~:~,f.'i':~-[~-a-r."':{'l>€-~' 
~.t~~-{m~-kk~~~:[~~.fR~~~~~4-!€J;i'J-;,~'('-...?b'J:: a~.:se--,-JJ:!'l{.f;~{"~~'!{~{~.g{~: 
~i~~~..a~~~ 

All prospective fFSS members must be cleared through the Child Maltreatment Central Registry and a 
State Police Criminal Record Check. The Division will request any other state where the prospective 
FFSS member has resided in the preceding six years to check its child abuse and neglect registry. ~he 

Division will provide documentation in the case record that the Child Maltreatment Central Registry 
and State Criminal Record Checks were conducted on the prospective FFSS member. 

Documentation of at least one visual inspection of the home for evaluation, 
prospective FFSS members. 

,. 

J,;.;t~;(, 
.d'··' -·"·~.(f;~(~'I.:,~ 

The Division will check the driving record (violation points) for eac.b/p~tential'ff~$',.,f~ber. The ~!' 
Arkansas State Vehicle Safety Program sets the maximum number of t'fi,ffJc viol~ 
member foster parent may be allowed.'	 '~.i.'i(i:;,. 

'~"~:-'" 

/"':\~ 

E.	 Respite Care - When a Foster Family Support System m,r;.;b'" care 
on a short-term basis, respite care may be utilized' i~~der to te ',' ',rarily relieve~':he foster family: of 
the ongoing responsibilities and stresses of care. T are two ty" f respite ~~e: ,;

A.",	 </1;;::-':'<'. .	 ;;=. 

1)	 Informal Respite Home - An approvedAlGF,S fost , home that can provi e temporary care when the 
f':';~"'-'!?iit~~¢t9;';:'.:.: j~,~~:' 

Foster Family Support System is unable tdf~$$i$t" r situations i~.which children will be outside 
of the foster home for more than 72 continu:"~ Respite Home may provide care 
for no more than seven conti».•.., s at one riods ,,' respite care in an Informal Respite 
Home lasting longer than se~en cons tive days r . e a proval from the Area Dir~ctor or 
designee. ' ,;$'::;)'	 , 

If an Area Director approved e>ti~;I'''if,;'i:'~l::t~1f~::n continuous days, the regular foster 
parents' board '~" ment will be affe~~~. If the child has stayed in any combination of FIFSS or 
informal respite". i.e., outside-'()"i~,fit!~gular foster home placement, the total amount of 
days within those' ' ,care types canl10t exceed 14 consecutive days as board payment may 

pite Hom~i~ust be documented in CHRIS,but not as a separate/new 
f children placed in an Informal Respite Home must meet all Minimum 

an informal respite provider if they choose to do so. rhe DiviSiop will 
<~goo'me m an informal respite provider. The number of children placed in an Informal Res~ite 

n eet all Minimum Licensing and DCFS Policy requirements. 
'.~"'.' ·~·lr' 

"\~~<~~< 
';j;~',	 . 

2)	 Formaii!keipite Care - A DCFS contract provider who supplies short-term respite care particularly 
when a)~hild's current placement is at risk of disruption and/or respite is needed to prevent a 
residential, acute psychiatric, or similar placement. Formal Respite Care should be provided in 
accordance with a family-driven, youth-guided respite plan and in coordination with a child's 
behavioral health treatme.nt plan (if applicable). 

Formal Respite Care shall be provided for no more than 7 days per 3 month period. A stay with a 
Formal Respite Care provider must be documented in CHRIS, but not as a separate/new placement 
(provided it does not exceed the more than 7 days per 3 month period). 

ints an FFSS 

ot avaiiablei8~Rrovide'needed

2 



I EXCERPT, POLICY VII-G
 

longer periods of Formal Respite (are require approval from the Prevention & Support Manager. If 
an approved extension exceeds 14 consecutiv~ days, the regular foster parents' board payment will 
be affected. If the child has stayed in any combination of FFSS or informal respite homes before a 
formal respite stay, the total amount of days within those alternate care types (!.e., outside the 
regular foster home placement) cannot exceed 14 consecutive days as board payment may be 
affected." ." 

3 
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EXCERPT, POLll;Y VIII-G 

POUCY Vm~G: FOSTIEIR PARENTp PROViSiONAL IFOSTER PARENTp AND IRIELAjHVE 
ADOPTION 

OS/2011 

Relationship Stabilitv 
A.	 In a two-parent home. each person shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively participate in 

the approval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing relatidnship 
stability. considerations may include major life changes suchas:'! 
f,}	 ,>;Death or serious illness among familv members 
l!l Marriage. separation. divorce. or other significant changes in the coup'le's relationship 
Q Addition of household members'te.gll birth, adoption. aging relati~erira"ing in)
 
" Loss of.or change in employment';~t.2>,
 

B.	 In a single parent home. the major life changes listed above shall also be consid~fed when assessing the 
person's ability to be an effective adoptive parent. 

Are-ado tive home ma not house or admit an 
A. 

'd .	 ~~.
'M!=	 ""x;~\j 

B.	 not a household member. ,,:\ 

-;:"I! 

roomer or boarder. A roC> rboa 
a person to whom a household furnishes lodging. meals. or both, fot'tacreasonable mont j\(~'payment: 

An household member who resides in ome fo1:iW,tre than 3 c§ri,ulative months in a calendar earmust 
clear the following background checks: ';A~ian$~s Child Ma)treatffi~nt Central Registry. Arkansas Adult 
Maltreatment Registry. Arkansas State Police CHlWinal Record Check. and FBI Criminal Background Check. " 

.,.,~	 ·;{t,C,;.~.:,.,~.\ ,J!:f},l~' 

.-:~):.~	 ·-.I{;.~i:jY"", ..-:. .,'"-' 

·-'t· 

'. :;;"hili}, 
""~-- ~': ~~, 

".~:;A~.~~:~-f~{;~~; . 



I EXCERPT, POLICY VIII-G 

POliCY Vm~G: fOSTER' PARENT; PROViSiONAL lFOSTER PARENT; AND RELATIVE 
ADOPTION 

02.~/2011 

Re8(jtiCJl'lship Si:()J~ff§i~v 

A.	 h1 21 tWO-IQl:aJre''it ~10Wl"ile. each 1912L"sc:m sha~~ rOle jrOJDrot Ol[9Jt:llocaH'1I"s cm©1 s:aJch r~ersc»o1 s~aJ~~ active~v [OiaJrtki@ate iri 
the aJ~lQlro\!<ll! [Qlrocess. The \CoL'l[9)!e shall o]emoi'lstrate aI stalrOl~e ~·e!eJiiiornshilOJ. ~rn Qlssessirilg rcai<;i~io'1S~1i!91 

sfcabilOtv, cOlilsideriilltiofi1s'm@" iL'ichnde major m'e c!1alngessQ.Oc!h alS: 

@ [))eal'cl'i or serious mness almorng ffamiiy memtillers 

'" Mall'U'uaI"1S SIS OlarOltiofl div«l>U'\Ce. l\)U' other 51 riifiCiillG1t d~21n es In t~e co 
'" Ao101itio61 of household members e••• fillki:h aclo[9)tiorrl aJ fiG'! ne~a1ti\!e 

'" loss of or \Change in emploivment <i'~':"~' 
.\~J,-",·,;t;;:t~ ~ 

15.	 in a son Ie areG'!t home the mifor life cham 'cas listed above sha~i Zl!SO '[0)'$ Cl!linlSOIQ";~
 

[9)ersoi1l's a1o>iliW tiC) fcle aJVl effective adoptive @arent.
 

B. 

e-i1.~*,-SiH'~-k~<-!~~?~MlkP.~ .....~~~t-e'~'4GJ-S€!J'-'b"~ 

a-4~~~sM*~~~f,'-W~~~~~'\R:.~i~-t~ 

'lIal-~Il'§-:!*-~§-§~~~~-e-..~ 

~~~~~~~ 

j,iJ?~~~~~~~e~~~..., 

~'-\~~cet<-C~~~~~~ 
~~w~~~~~~~~~~-!H>I"~",}(·s~~~~-l!.wse-c-s'l<!i.~~~, 

Gl-.~~'o'->~~~~*~PJ.'Jel!f;-ifAA.l~~~~~~" 



EXCERPT, POLICY VIII-H 

POUCY Vm-H: DEVELOPMENT Of ADOPTIVE HOMES 

OS/2011 

Relationship Stability 
A.	 In a two-parent home. each person shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively participate in 

the approval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing relatibnship 
stability, considerations may include major life changes such as: 
c Death or serious illness among family members 
6 Marriage, separation. divorce. or other significant changes in the coupl~'s relationship 

An household member who resid 'e"home fotitfiore than 3 eli ulative months in a calendar ear must 
clear the following background checks~ii0Atkansa~;'Chila M;jltreatlliHi Centra!' Registry. Arkansas Adult 
Maltreatment Registry. Arkansas State Police'~~iWlij,al Record ChGck. aha FBI Criminal Background Check. 

ttJ:i·1k~~,,?.,.~:, ....;._~,.,..,._.,..~~..:_., .....(,::..f.1y:d¥'/';'(5~i:)!;::.:.	 .'., .- .. , 

f) Addition of household members (e.g.• birth. adoption. aging relatht,t!fttoving in) 
Q Loss of or change in employment 

B. in a sin Ie arent home the ma'or life chan es listed above shall also be consf the 
person's ability to be an effective adoptive parent. 

A 

B. 

with a household head. 
'~,\. 

. ~'~S\" "~~:rt, 

'··k·.,·· .. ;:: .. ,.;·,,· 
,~" ;l:;'.f'~' 

'··'::·,;i~:~if~l!l~~:~~ ;;-'. 

...;:,. 



EXCERPT, POLICY VIII-H 

POLICY VmQH: DEVELOPMENT Of ADOPTiVE HOMES 

Q.±~2011 

~e8OJtiIOU'I$hi[(R S'l:Cilhffffif:1I 

A.	 ~~"II aJ ~wOJ-f9!a1ren~ home, eadl [Gerson 5hali~ !Je joint aJ[9H~lkiiiJi'lts and ead1 lQerSCH1 sl'ialii :aJiC~Dvehr fqlar1:kilfilaJ'itl2 in 
h'l OIssessii'l'5 reial1l:itO!i'lshulOJ 

(') 

0 

<3> 

'" 
Ia. 

A 

B. 

mulal~ive months in i3I c<a~efi1daJr rE!@, mMst 
ent <Ce8"ll'itIl'i3li IRe istn, Arki3lrriSCllS AdMit 

k, aJl'iollFBi C,iminall l3ad( [f'iDlW"lo1 Check• 

. '~~~~~~~~ 
.(,~"'~"~""'''''<'i:;-' .. .. ..	 ..... ... ' 

a-f~~~~~R~.M.wP.~Al£~~~"i'e«-e-'~~ ~-e.f'R-&lf3~:-!o/.4H~""~~4e--r-t.{~ 

~~~~~~~..~ 
w~-!*}.~~~~~ief~~~~ 

.	 b 

\~~.~~~~:fi€...c~~~-,;~j.r~~~~~	 .. 

-----I'~~ ..~~'-II'I@\];..riN~~)(o-{.~'I:*!~~s>..~~"€-{~'!I-~~~"'..GX~*'t~~~ 

~.-Gr~~~~~OO"'~~~~~~S0.~~~ 

~~~~~~~~p~~ 
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EXCERPT, PUB-22 

Joint Application: In a two-parent home, each person shall be joint applicants and each shall actively participate in 
the approval process. This joint fam,ily commitment shall be reevaluated annually. 

R~lationship Stability: In an effort to provide a high-level of supportfor children in foster care, two parent homes 
are encouraged. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing relationship st1bility, 
considerations may include major life changes such as: 

'" Death or serious illness among family members 

o Marriage, separation. divorce. or other significant changes in the couple's relationship
 
€I Addition of household members (e.g.• birth, adoption. aging relative moving in)
 
o Loss of or change in employment <:~~~h, 

.<~;~.:.;.:;.-

Marria e license 
to veri 

a ment· and 

A. 
B. . or 

C. ersonal relationshi with a household headj 

In situation's rents plan to divorce, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family to 
determine if . other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children 
placed in the ho 

" 
In situations where an existing single foster parent plans to marry, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family. 
DCFS staff must ensure that the future spouse is interviewed to discuss his/her compliance with the "Personal 
Characteristics" as outlined in this publication. The intended spouse must complete and pass all background 
checks. All unmarried foster parents must be advised at their approval orientation to notify the division as soon as 
they are awareof any plans to marry so that the application process can be initiated on the intended spouse. 

1 
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EXCERPT, PUB-22 

Joint Application: In a two-parent home, tl~#.-''':-5W-R~--3MJ--',',PJeeach person shall be joint applicants and e~ach 

shall actively participate in the .fe-sk-.f--P.·9-ffi·e--a·&SC551'fl€Jfl-'capproval process. This joint family commitment shall be 
reevaluated annually. ' 

~el<lJtnlOli']Si~ilf» §1:aJ~m~v: In an effort to provide a high-level of support for children in foster care, two parent homes 
are encouraged. lfl---tr4we-pa~q-em-~-A---5R'*'l...fs-e-te-l.p,-t---c.~f3-lf€a-~~b...-f*l"-5€-R-s-I'l-a~4J.ve1-Y 
~qj-Gifh:.~~ffiIfC:+-J3-l'GC-e£S-:-The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing relationship 
stabilitv, considerations may include major life changes such as: 

Q Death or serious illness among family members 
Cl Marria e se aration divorce or other si nificant chan es in the cou Ie's rei 
<9 Addition of household members e.. birth adoption a in relative movi 
o Loss of or change in emplovment 

e license 

~:~lk~ 
All foster parents should have a strong support system in Or1':"~' to assist t 0," , as foster parents and, in 
turn, better serve children in foster care. Applica with essional trainl s nurses, may be desirable 
for children with special needs. Other adults (grts" etc.) and children who are a part of the 
household shall be assessed regarding how fiffi})K~~~Jjlce of a child in foster care and also 
the effect they themselves may have on 1 ·"";'Y.;;it ' 

'omer or boarder is: 
di~H50th for a reasonable monthlv a ment· and 

II 
the home for more than 3 cumulative months in a calendar ear must clear 
nsas Child Maltreatment Central Re istr Arkansas Adult Maltreatment 
Record Check and FBI Criminal Back round Check. 

'PeP.~;....wfi:-e-a1r;e-eMa-Imiflg--a5-5€l)~-aHRer~-** 

ohibition applies eql:lally to cohabiting opposite a-R€! 
MI+\I-;--H:l-l*e-R:n:.'Y-FI<3t be an)' other adults in the-Reme-c~Y..l*a1 partAer 

<, • 

\'t,!· 

~: Marriage5-and divorces shall be 'o'erified. The J33ttern of rnaffia.I. 
I ' , 

stability of the relationsRia shall be consi-:Jere4-f2fe5.t*!c~~-e-R-ts--must provide a copy of their mafFi-age 
license to verify marriage. Foster- parents must have a stasle marriagerelatioRship. Not only will the un~table 
marfi.a.ge relati~-a¥e-a-nega-ti',fe-ef~~.--te."'-r-€--fY.aGCG--i~-u-t-t-he special 
~-/:H.klren in foster Ga".-e---c~~ribute to the break up af an alreaey l:lnstable 
marriagerelationship. I'. person VJho-is-€!~vorceddivorced--aw!i€aRt mtISt be divorced at least ~-H:om the 
date on the COblrt o-FGer and R1ustprovide verification o~~cedfor at least one-y.ea.f 
from the date oFl--tAe-c-0blrt order (Le-:,-only verificatioA of . -:-A person whe-ts 

1 



(~l!-:·skWJ8£!-a{3-s-!-k:-a-R-t-r-P.-b:.;i.;-p~~urS-e-5-Revd--~,}e-::.!f.I-s-a4.:.j.e.~,o.:H.:.fq.ev-!:tre--e-{~"=!-~-a~!s-eeB--in·:4s¥J-2B-f-e-F-c.""'t-!-ea-st-e{=:~~i:';' 
-- - II . 

~-5-\I'~~~",,-~,Lr-~<e-5t-e;'T.ro~.e. a-fu"faI-4-v-9';.c-e--s.-e<:-{-e-e-ffi:-5--A-e{--S·e€r-l~i-r . 

In situations where existing foster parents plan to divorce, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family to 
determine if the family still meets all other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children 
placed in the home. 

In situations where an existing single foster parent plans to marry, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family. 
DCFS staff must ensure that the future spouse is interviewed to discuss his/her compliance with the "Personal 
Characteristics" as outlined in this' publication. The intended spouse must complE! ass all background 
checks. All unmarried foster parents must be advised at their approval orientation ivision as soon as 
they are aware of any plans to marry so that the application process can be initi~t. ed spouse.. 

.' \ i'{ " ' 



EXCERPT, PUB-3D 

Relationship Stability: In a two-parent home. each person shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively 
. participate in the approval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing relationship 
stability. considerations may include major life changes such as: 

(!l Death or serious illness among family members
 
19 Marriage, separation. divorce, or other significant changes in the couple's relationship
 
" Addition of household members (e.g., birth, adoption, aging relative moving in)
 
CII Loss of or change in employment
 

Marriages and divorces shall be verified. Prospective foster parents must provide a copy of their marriage i'icense 
to verify marriage and a coPy of their most recent divorce decree to verify divorce. 

Single parent households are welcome particularly for those children whose n:~~~fli>( a two-parent household is 
nota crucial aspect of the care required. In a single parent home, the major life cha"Rllis>listed above shall also be 
considered when assessing the person's ability to be an effective foster parent. 0': 

/:;'i~,itj:,:j;f :'?:;::;.£\~'F,· <");'i,'!;jli;i:,. .,'f!!::" . 
In situatioJiiS':Where existing foste;r'~patents plan,t(f;'Cii~orce, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family to 
determi fiWri the famil still meets aWiolher I' "'Ift';: standards to ensure the health and safet of the children 

laced i home. "ol\ 
\~:~~;':#'lf'_" ~ '·~~f~j~1k·.. . 

In situatio~~1i,Wh,ere an existing sin~r~1foster parent plans t'omarry, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family. 
DCFS staff niti~~;ensure/that the ttnti're spouse is interviewed to discuss his/her compliance with the "Personal 
Characteristics;F;;~~Po,utlined in ublication. The intended souse must com lete and ass all back round 
checks. All unmarr'i~~''l6StEm' must be advised at their a roval orientation to noti the division as soon as 
they are aware of any p'f~fi~: arry so that the application process can be initiated on the intended spouse. 

Maximum Capacity - Foster homes shall not have more than five unrelated children in care. The foster home may 
care for up to eight children if they are all related to each other. A foster home shall not have more than eight 
children in their home, including their own children. This includes placement or respite care. Including the foster 
parents' biological children, the foster home may have no more than two children under the age of two and no 
more than three children under the age of six. The sole exception to the above limits shall be in those instances in 
which the placement of a sibling group in a foster home with no other children in the home would exceed the 
limits. 

1 

A foster home ma not house or admit an roomer or ',i:!rder is: ;. 
A. a person to whom a household furnjsA;~~Abdging, meaj'gjitir both,;{fd'f'i:~1if~~r6hable}f1onthly payment: and, 

B. not a household member..~~~rj;Y"t~:{*J11,i~&'((JF ";"~(!~;,'~i~~;; 

.;,r,.(, 



EXCERPT, PUB-3D 

Eight related children from the same sibling group may be placed together in the same foster home. In this
 
instance, the total number of the foster parent's children who reside in the home will determine the number of
 
children from one sibling group that may be placed together in the home.
 
For example:
 

a children of the foster parent and 8 children that are related (to each other) 
1 child of the foster parent and 7 children that are related (to each other) 
2 children of the foster parent and 6 children that are related (to each other) 
3 children of the foster parent and 5 children that are related (to each other) or unrelated 

Foster Family Support System - The Foster Family Support'System (FFSS) .We)' be comprised of up to three 
other households identified by the foster family. FFSS members may provide at~;i.pr children when the foster 
parent is unable to do so on the occasion of anticipated or unanticipated events~it~Q.~;er parents shall exercise 
careful consideration when evaluating the character and competence of any househord~'';>~d to serve as an FFSS 
member. Foster parents may reimburse an FFSS member if they choC), do so. The' ',' n will not reimburse 
FFSS members. '!"i" 

Members of a Foster Family Support System may transport children and c 
the home of the FFSS member. However, an FFSS mem~;,.shall not provi , 
hours at one time regardless of the location in which ca' -" ed and/or re 
providing care. No extensions may be granted for FFSS c~(, The FS 
member will provide care for more than 24 continuous hou" 

The Foster Family Support System shall n01tA:i"ff'iiii~ed ut-o ~home placement. The 
number of children placed in an i tensing and DCFS Policy

" !I 
requirements. 

2 



EXCERPT, PUB-30 

~ei~ti(Q)i"is~'in[() S'i:0I1oJWtV: In a two-parent home, each person shall be joint applicants and each r.Jerson shall 
activelv participate in the approval process. I he couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing 
relationship stability, considerations may include major life cllanges such as: 

Q Death or serious illness among family members 

Q Marriage, separation, divorce, or other significant changes in the couple's relationship 
o Addition of household members (e.g., birth, adoption, aging relative moving in) 
o Loss of or change in employment 

Marriages and divorces shall be verified. Prospective foster parents must provide a copy of their marriage liCense 
to verify marriage and a COPy of their most recent divorce decree to verify divorce. 

a ment',and 

A household member is a resident ofth€' .. 
A. owns or is legallv responsib / 
B. is in a close ersonal relatio 
C. is related to a household hea 

stin foster parent lans to marl' I a reevaluation shall be conducted on the famil . 
t theluture souse is interviewed to discuss his her com Iiance with the "Personal 

Characteristr,ikas 0 'n this ublication. The intended souse must com lete and ass all back rbund 
checks. All unm'ati;i'ed foster'parents must be advised at their approval orientation to notify the division as soOn as 
they are aware of~'5"y"plans to marry so that the application process can be initiated on the intended spouse. " 
~~" Proof of marriage and evielence of a stable marriage and stable family sitl.lation must be 
J*€)vided. Not only will an unstable marriage or family sit\;lation have a negative effect on children in foster care 
that have been I'll aced in the home, bblt the special pffil3.l.ems of some chilGfe.A in foster care cOl:lld contrib\;lte to 
the break \;Ira of an already unstablc-m-affi.age-er the permanent disr\;lration of an already unstable family sit\;lation~ 

If foster (3u"'fents di>.'orce, the Res~.'orkerwill ce~evall:lation of the home to determine if the fam+lv 
still meets all other licensing standards to ensure t~'"\fl€l safety of the childr~aced in t~ 

fl~~-efC-eEl I1'll:Jst pr-e¥k::le-v-er-i-fieation of that--aw.er~~-{;-..."'€!-fe.r-a-t-l-east-e-.~ffi 

~--el:lrtorder {+.e".-eflty--'o'€1-ification of t-Re--rne&t-rec...efl-t-Gh'~~~ 
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W-:.a-ffilb~~·5{=-ja1~~-€!-e--\,lffif+c'""t:."",+1€-[HR-3;b-~*"€ ..y-~~-e-r~~~r-~!.e':S¥J-ed-:::e.~J~f..&.'"'.5-~~·&-y-ea-~G-oo-~!~~-R.e-ai-€-5-2-13·ar--3-tes!

;o.'1-&Y-p.€t~·w',J-y--t-e-l3e-fu::; to r 1~'I'€-l'lts (i. e.. a-f~.pn3.J-S·i."ffi-FC-e--s!-e€{"-e9--P.·a,s-He~S5'.:te€!·h 

J~~tuat-iGfl5-wR·el'€-a-;:H:l-Rw.ttr-fi-e..cJ..-:fe-st~~-t--!'l-a-s--p.!-a-?-s4G-ffiar-Pf,-c."-:Ceev-a+Od-aJ.;j.&l'l--s.!o:-a~.J-S-G--Gefl-3·~·GtM--8-l'l-i:fl.e 

~~.s,.,....£t"#--P.'l-bi-£t-e-HS-bI-Fe--t*W.;-ffi&-fJd-i:-l:l-r~-se-l-s-jm:er ......~-t-e-4-s€'~lhe ..~--effi~~-afI-C--€--->N-i#l-'l.*-e 

~-5G-Ral--G.9¥aC-t-el'-:-stk~·I·i·A-ea-j.H-P--0g 22, 5t:~Af3P-$-V~-e-r--e~f.J,A.~~q-e-fJM:S-?-9.eti 

5f~~~-d pass all b3Ck~l'-etl~-5-:--Al~--{,ff'n~-R"~-ar-€-oq-ts--l'h~-5t-+>etif'f t!:h..a.....g-i'J.j.SWfl-3-& 
~.J::l.e>f-c."\ffi-aWilfe--0,LaR'{-pj.a-1%4e-maf·prs-e-#..at--t.fh..~--a~..sGeS5-€a-:q~-a-t-esl--9-P,...#}e-f-r-t:fe.:'l42-d 

5-~ 

-l=~~R-a-t-c-0flta;~#;---tvl'l·9--i5--c-el%:M~*'~-t-A-e~f-·-etl¥.it1 

'd-P~-kl~-t~-is--st"~y-fl-et~~q-fe.5t-err-sa-:· 

~t:.ffic,~'-'-5&~-d--£a~~f.p.4¥i,-d{,l-afs,....fl~-it-ie-P~f;--4-tq-efe--R"rav 

cohabitip,g with 3 seyrtlal partner Gutside of 3 marriage ·J'Jhich.J.s-.va.J.i~. 
.(' '" 

~~~~M.ulOm!.l111l'l iCapacitv - Foster h~mes shall not have mor fi~~<'?~:; lated children in care. 
"Zl 

The foster home may care for up to eight children if they are all related to ea er.' s,ter home shall not 
~,>.C:'i>: r~ 

have more than eight children in their home, incl~ding their own1\~,~U.pren. This inc . plac~rn~~ht or respite' care. 
Including the foster parents' biological children, the foster.~9me"hi~~~ibave no more' , two'~t;ildren und~r the 
age of two and no more than three children under the age .j, ix. The'{s'~'exception t above limits shall 

'I 
be in 

those .instances in which the placement of a sibling group a foster with no er children in the home 
would exceed the limits. 

tl;)er in the same foster home. In this 
~i;.~:·;Q~-'\'~'," 
;-e~:nome will determine the number of 

, .' ." ::ffi~V-+'B€-rn.,rger5---i:lf-e--.~-e-l'€€!-:-r-ee-R'l-e{-5--S-H~-F5-: 
~~I' I 

A€--c~~-t-y4e--lS*effi--a--c~fl-fe5te-r-c-a-Fe-:-9-tP.€f-C--A-i+ar-e-~ 

:1-I--be-e\fa-l-'cl-a-teE!---e-A---t*'-e--Sa5-i-s---e-f.+l€W--tt'l...O-)-'--\I'o'~+l-Jff:e~,~-c~S5-f~. 
. 1 

Fost , . ~i~;" he Foster Family Support System (FFSS) may be comprised of up to three 
other h . by t ''if foster family. FFSS members may provide care for children when the foster 
parent is u . the occasion of anticipated or unanticipated events. Foster parents shall exercise 
careful consi wh ' aluating the character and competence of any household asked to serve as an FFSS 
member. Foster .' ";Its may reimburse an FFSS member if they choose to do so. The Division will not reimburse 
FFSS members. ~\~::;:~~tl> 

Members of a Foster Family Support System may transport children and care for children in the foster home or in 
the home of the FFSS member. However, an FFSS. member shall not provide care for more than 72 continuous 
hours at one time regardless of the location in which care is provided and/or regardless of which FFSS member is 
providing care. No extensions may be granted for FFSS care of a child. The FSW shall be notified when an FFSS 
member will provide care for more than 24 continuous hours. 

The Foster Family Support System shall, not be used in place of respite care or as an out-of-home placement. The 
number of children placed in an FFSS member household must meet all Minimum Licensing and DCFS Policy 
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requirements. l-R-a4lit:~eu8":-e\4f'r:=F+S--!~re!~0k"::-::rn:.Y-R0'K-&~-ej-l'--V:-Vffi-a--s-$H:!'a:!-Pi::'itr-.c-->-€;Jdt£fE1e--e'i-fiY;H"{4&g~ 

WRfeh i:: \'a:lkl~~"Ie-C-0flSt.j.~·e{'HW.4-!-a~~\i!l~ree\'el~-e-:Tluy--a0~ ..oo-.."A}'--Sl~-ek,~~-kl-aT1-K~S 
~~M:Ia~~"'-~--1:IfI€!e'p.-1~~...",<s-ef 

~~~'7:'"~~~~Uy-w-e~.ooit-ffig-e~~--a-R4-sa-~.:.:-w.4-v~-ek,'e:Is. 
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ox. STANDARD~~ Pmspective foster 'and adoptive families' must be informed of the 
following foster/adoptive home approval standards during the initial visit: Foster homes 
and adoptive homes must meet the -same appmval standards. 

1.	 All applicants mus\t attend pre-service training if selected into the program. 

2.	 Age Requirements 

a.	 Foster parent applicants must be 21 to 65 years old. 

b.	 Adop~ve parent applicants must be at least 21 years old.
 
.:,,(f"·


c.	 Generally, at least a 10 year age difference and no more thal1"a 45 year age difference 
,. ';;'<:~~:" 

between the child and adoptive applicant is preferred.	 .'<, 

3.	 Health Requireinents~!:~;\t~h 

a.	 Physical examinations are required for each tnemb~tfcgff;(, ~~i~wng an aynual 
TB skin test for all members of the household 12 years air ;·t1l~test rdmain 

b.	 :e:::~OId member with a positive skin te\: t provide do~tation:::~~;bYSiciaD 
every two years certifying that he or she is fre~,..' unicable titberculosis. 

c..' The Division of Children & Family Services Jr11ij,1eitll ,"'~~1f9r the p~1~r~:ls nor reimburse 
families for the cost of the phys~~~l§;:;, '!;i';{~~,fP',d"'''''');,~/:/" I! 

d.	 Copies of immunization res,q{g;' for ch¥dren are r~4~~d. 
:(:'!':<:~':::':'. '~ii...:~>_ 

4.	 Family Composition,!i'>,:" ~!;;,. }i~, 

a.	 Prospective foster and adopti;~"' ... "~~'-~~ybe ~9-pa~~i{~orsingle-parent households. 

b.	 There can be po roomers or boaid~t,'s:;,in the hoJi~'; Family members are not considered 
roomers o~}?~~~:;,rs. "Yj';(i~-\ 'i:'{/' 

c.	 Prospect;iye fosi~ .~ adoptive appli,~ants:;"§t provide a copy of a current marriage license 
an~~,p.t:;&~~t;t div";'\decree.' 

d.	 ' 2.5 unrel~t~a' foster children in the home; The foster home may 
c~~ for more children if' "~¥{,~~~j;;~gi~ted to each other. The foster parents shall not lihave 
dig~f than 8 childrenill" the1t<~9ffie, including their own children. Foster homes shall have 
nO'~9fe than 2 childreti;!,urtd~r-'the age of 2 years, including the foster parents' own children. 
Fosi~#";.hpmes shall havi: no more than 3 children under the age of 6 years, including the 

.	 fostej?p,~~~~r own ~~pten.-. 
5.	 Religion - Fosi:~lh ~"shall respect the religious preferences of children in their care. 

6.	 Employment 

a.	 Foster/adoptive applicants'may be employed outside the home. In 2-parent families, it is 
recommended that at least one parent retllain home with the child after the initial placement 
to provide security and an initial adjustment period for the child. 

b.	 Arrangements for a caretaker must be made ahead of time. 

1 
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c.	 Child care providers for children in foster care must be on the voucher system and licensed 
by the Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education or on the Voluntary Child 
Care Registry. . . 

7.	 Background Checks 

a.	 Arkansas State Police Criminal Record checks must be completed on all members of the 
household age 18 and older. . 

b.	 FBI fingerprint-based criminal background checks must be completed on all members of the 
household age 18 and ()lder. 

../,~ 

. c.	 Child Maltreatment Central Registry. checks must be comple~$4£~,~.all household members 
age 10 and older. . .' ."';'!,(;:;, 

d.	 Foster parents shall certify in writing via CFS-341 that all householddf~~bers age 10-17 do 
not h:lVe criminal records. ')(~~i" 

e.	 DCFS Will check the driving record (violation points)r/adoptive 
parent and other applicable members of the household. The';~kansas State fii<:Je Safety 
Program sets the maximum number of ~ fie violation poirtt~l;;":l foster parent may be 
allowed."·	 :\~:.:", 

8.	 Knowledge - Prospective family should h~V~\~!",so"~1~1~8~ledge ';P'1i{~hild growth and 
development. The knowledge applied t(~l·" .. e f()M~~' ',x:"~t'hvities, clothing and 
personal belongings, discipline health cat ".,xBUtation,',,·ous and ethnic heritage. 

<.~' ~';. 

"'{;;;\yt-' 
/\l:' 
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~x. STANDARDS: Prospective foster and adoptive families must be informed of th.e 
following foster/adoptive home approval standards during the initial visit: Foster h6mes 
and adoptive homes must meet the same approval standards. ' 

1.	 All applicants must attend pre-service training if selected into the program.' 

2.	 Age Require~ents 

a.	 Foster parent applicants must be 21 to 65 years old. 

b.	 Adoptive parent applicants must be at least 21 years old. 

c.	 Generally, at least a 10 year age difference and no more difference 
between the child and adoptive applicant is preferred'/!l 

3. Health Requirements!j;~!j;:., 

a.	 Physical examinations are required for each membe~i$f the hO~~~~,91d, ~c; -(-an annual 
TB skin test for all members of the household 14:"'" ,and older a~G'I~[1g as:, test r~main 
negative. "~ ", "\2;;,' 

b.	 A household member with a positive skin tdf\~ust provicl. ument%~bn from a physician 
every two years certifying that he or she lfree '\t:om comm~ ,.·$~jftubercu1osis. 

.	 . ~ 

c,	 The Division of Children & Family Se neither pay for the physicals nor reimburse 
~amilies for the cost of the physicals. -, }f.~J'; 

d.	 Copies of immunization reC<~!1a~' 

4.	 Family Composition /d:~f;~;;i~h~, 
a. Prospective foster and adoptive\W" X~,~,j,#g~parentor single-parent households. 

.. ">'-';,'+>:.e 

~'-heme--:i:-Pdh..~<i-cl"C!:frJ:-.-seclfu"'lg-t-EM'd-0:pt-ex 

',':Ji'l a scxual:--pafiT~-e-~l'i'Tftri~vl:-'±eh-i-s 
~~iFe+--'~Hl-fl~i:---Hi"rne~pwi:f7obi9+l:ili-it:i:Ofl~ 
~ffi:(:I:l:':vi~~~;'J-y;-thei"C may""l'9.et~ 

lffi:l~-witft-~~:-t*l::H3aTt'~aer---etl~vhi'€h is ;'Vfth.;e 

Family members are not considered 

frf.c.Pr """",\,:,.,;~r aria adoptive applicants must provide a copy of a current marriage license 
andldr)~urretit;'8ivorcedecree.' , 

··~':t}.\ 

e:~There willtiR;e"'no more than 5 unrelated foster children in the home. The foster home may 
care for triore children if they are related to each other. The foster parents shall not have 
more than 8 children in their home, including their own children. Foster hom~s shall have 
no more than 2 children under the age of 2 years, including the foster parents' own children. 
Foster homes shall hav~ no more than 3 children under the age of 6 years, including the 
foster parents' own children. 

S.	 Religion - Foster parents shall respect the religious preferences of children in their care. 

1 
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6. Employment 

7.	 Background Checks ii;::"';! 

a. Foster/adoptive applicants may be employed outside the home. In 2-parent families, it is 
recommended that at least one parent remain home with the child after the initial plac~ment 

to provide security and an initial adjustment period for the child. I, 

b. Arrangements for a caretaker must be made ahead of time. 
, , 

c. Child care providers for children in foster care must be on the voucher system and licensed 
by the Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education or on the'Voluntary Child 
Care Registry. "7:"""'" 

.{{~~.,. :·:<f·~~:A:.:,\.,.. 
,r.(''f , 

V,st~ 

a.	 Arkansas State Police Criminal Record checks must be cq~pleted('~i!;,a1.!;;ffi.embers of the ' 
"household age 18 and older. , ,',i""ii:.!!,i>, ";{, '::: . 

,b.	 FBI fingerprint-based criminal background checks 1ll,,qg't: be com;r~tt:p onill.;",.bers ~f the 
household age 18 and 'older. /ii"''<;'\\ ." 

c.	 Child Maltreatment Central Registry checks mp'st be c , ',J~ted on all<;~ousehold metn,bers 

age 10 and older. " /i1~: ''';1~~ti~):J;~;;;i;(''' •.{.~!U' , 
d.	 Foster parents shall certify in writing . 'CFS-~~l that all hous~1101(f;iD.embers age 10-17 do 

not have criminal records. 

e.	 DCFS will check the driving~~;f xd (viol~ ",.,.:,~~t~)'i·?£~5IJ~~~h potential foster/adoptive 
parent and other applicable,w:e . ";,of the h6~~~pold. The Arkansas State Vehicle Safety 
Program sets the maxin}~::pumh'i,,~:of traf£ic'Yi~~tibn points a foster parent may be 
allowed.' "':1,5(" ,>,§.,

"i';~i:ilf; .A{J~J;~fJ:~~a'..??".,.,.,.,/,("'·.	 ' 
8.	 Knowledge - Prospective family ";'~~Quld "Riv'~'\;iJsom'e knowledge of child growth and 

development. The k4~~!;dge shouldb~i;~pplied to the following: daily activities, clothing· and 
personal belongings, d1~Fip~~ contr()I~P~ero.th care, education, religious and ethnic heri~age. 

~	 ~ 
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