EXCERPT, POLICY VI-A

POLICY Vi-A: QUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT CRITERIA

05/11

Placement shall be chosen:
A. To ensure the health and safety of a child;
B. To ensure that caretakers have the skills and training sufficient to deal with the child’s speC|aI|needs
and any disabling condition; and
€. To keep the child in close proximity to the family, if possible, to maintain enroliment in the school the
child attended before placement.

A foster home may not house or admit any roomer or boarder. A roomer or boarder is:
A. aperson to whom a household furnishes lodging, meals, or both, for a reasonable monthly gaymenn

and,
B. not a household member.

A household member is a resident of the home who:
. A. owns or is legally responsible for paying rent on the home (househ

B. s in a close personal relationship with a household head, or,
C.

The Family Service Worker quI
A. Consider placemég
B. Conductarev

Yor approved foster home.

iis identified and it is in the best interest of the child.
f “relative who is interested in becoming a Provisional
esource Worker will need to coordinate with the FSW to
mbers and enter the information into the CHRIS Provider

child feels ) the placement.
2) The child is in the custody of the Department, therefore, the child shaII remain in an approved foster
home or licensed shelter or facility, until the relative’s home is opened as a provisional home.

a. The FSW will:

i. Evaluate how the other children and adults in the home wijll affect the successful
development of a child in foster care, and how the child in foster care will impact the other
members of the home; and .

ii. Make individual placement decisions on a case by case basis in the best interest of thé child.
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POLICY VI-A: @UT=©F=HOME PLACEMENT CRITERIA
057/1169

Placement shall be chosen:

A.
B.

C.

To ensure the health and safety of a child;

To ensure that caretakers have the skills and training sufficient to deal with the child’s spec:al needs
and any disabling condition; and

To keep the child in close proximity to the family, if possible, to maintain enroliment in the sch’ool the
child attended before placement.
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glear the following backer : Child Maltreatment Central Registry, Arkansas Aduli
M*}Bumtmem Registry, Arks S i i ackground Check, and FBI Criminal Record Check,

Conduct areview of the home that will include:

Place a chil a provisional foster home if a relative is identified and it is in the best interest of the child.

The FSW must inform the Resource Worker of a relative who is interested in becoming a Provisional

Foster Home for a chiid in foster care. The Resource Worker will need to coordinate with the FSW to

obtain demographic information on family members and enter the information into the CHRIS Provider

screens. .

1) A child may be placed in the home of a relative on a provisional basis for up to six months pending
the relative’s home being opened as a regular foster home. If the relative opts to have his or her
home opened as a provisional foster home, the relative shall not be paid a board payment unti! the
relative-meets all of the requirements and is opened as a regular foster home. The child(ren), if age
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appropriate, should also be interviewed about the placement with the relative to determine how the
child feels about the placement. :
2) The child is in the custody of the Department, therefore, the child shall remain in an approved foster
home or licensed shelter or facility, until the relative’s home is opened as a provisional home.
a. TheFSW will:
—Ersure-that *qu—apahe“{:n—sce!@ﬂg-te—aéem—ow-vcaas—afe&-eppax entisret-cobabiting-with
e-seiusl-partreroutsideetmarragewhichisvalidunderthelaws ot thisstate;
d—ﬁb%@%%%%&%@f%%ﬁh@h%@%@h&@%ﬁ#&h—%@%&m%%ﬁe
efa-mardage-whick-isvalidunderthe constitutien-andlaws-ef-thisstate.
i} —Thisappliesegually-te-cohabiting eppesite-saiand same-sex-individuals:
i. Evaluate how the other children and adults in the hom Hect the successful
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‘POUCY VII-C: FOSTER HOME ASSESSMENT PROCESS
05/2011

In order to ensure quality foster homes, DCFS will complete a thorough home assessment for each prosg’ective
foster family. The purpose of thé assessment process is to educate prospective foster parents on the
characteristics of children in out-of-home placement and evaluate their ability to meet those needs, as well as
evaluate the applicants’ compliance with the Minimum Licensing Standards and DCFS policy requirements for
foster homes. The home assessment is a mutual selection process. It involves several components including, but
not limited to, background checks, an in-home consultation visit, pre-service training, a home study, and
ongoing consultation with the prospective foster parents to ensure that all appro riate criteria related to both
compliance and quality are met. Prospective foster parents, with the exception of provisional foster parents, are
highly encouraged to attend an information Meeting before the in-Home Consulta ion. Visit.

BASIC CRITERIA
Basic criteria for consideration in determining the approprlateness To)
to the following.

but are not limited

’

person’s ability to-be an effective fost parent.

d .
Maltreatment Registry, Arkansas State Pollce Criminal Record Check, and FB! Criminal Background Check.
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POLICY VII-C: FOSTER HOMIE ASSESSNEENT PROCESS
| 051/2011 '

in order to ensure quality foster homes, DCFS will complete a thorough home assessment for each prospective
foster family. The purpose of the assessment process is to educate prospective foster parents on the
characteristics of children in out-of-home placement and evaluate their ability to meet those needs, as well as
evaluate the applicants’ compliance with the Minimum Licensing Standards and DCFS policy requirements for
foster homes. The home assessment is a mutual selection process. {t involves several components including, but
not limited to, background checks, an in-home consultation visit, pre-service trainj home study, and
ongomg consultauon with the prospectlve foster parents to ensure that ali appropr bia related to both

Any household member who resides in the home for more than 3 cumulative months in a calendar year must
clear _the following ackfrmund checks: Arkansas Child Maltreatment Central Regustnv, Arlansas |i Adult

Maltreatment Registry, Arkansas State Police Criminal Record Check, and FBI Criminal Backgmund Check.
——Mertel-Stetus zg
—r-a-twe-parent-homethe-rush rife-shall-bejeint-applicants;cach-shallactive lﬁammmm-m
_ mw%m%%@%mw@wﬁm&wmm{%@w@Wm@dﬁh@m@mﬂ%@e&m _
—A-person-whe-is-diverced-musi-providevedfication-ef-that-diverce-and-must-bediverced-for-at-loatt-ore
year-frem-the-date-on-thecowrt-orderfhes-enlyverification-ef-the-wmest-recant-divorce-isrequived)s -
%W%MW@MWM&#W@W@%W&Q%WJWWMM
parants.
—A-siagle-versonsray-appl-te-fostar
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—A-minerwrsrot-be-adepted-crelaced-ina-foster-hometi-the-individuelseckingis-adopt-erio-senve-as-2
festerparent-iscohsbiting with-acowal-parinercutside-cbmarriage-wiich-isvalid-underthe-constitution
ardlawsoiihis-state-additicnalythere-<nay-ret-he @W%%ﬂd{k@-&{%&%«%@@-@@h@hwmg—ww!%—)s@:aeﬂ
pareroeiside-clamandage-which-isasslidurderthe-constitutisn-and-lows-aithis-state—The-nrehibitier
eppliesequaliy-to-sohabiting-oppasite-sex-and-some-saindividuale: - 'l
—DERS-shall-rasiplace-erpermit-achild-infostorsara-fo-remain-inany-heme-where-there-are-oomars-r
boarders—Famil-memnbers-areRot-corsideredreomars-arboarders—An-assessment-must-be-senducieder

cach-family-membersinpast-enthe-child-andihe-childisimpactarcachfamilymember
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POLICY Vii-G: ALTERNATE CARE FOR CHIL
05/2011

DREN IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT

N

Alternate care for children in out-of-home placement may be used to provide assistance to foster parents when -
circumstances requiring supervision by an appropriate adult other than the foster parents exist, e.g., if both
foster parents work, during foster parent training, transporting a child in foster care for medical purposes, need
for short-term, temporary care to provide relief to the foster parent from the on-going responsibility of care,

etc.

There afe five types of alternate care:
A,

" activities, and short-term summer camps. Foster parents shall exercise caref

couraged to partlapate in
ricular activities, church
nsideration when

Normal Age-Appropriate Activities — Children in foster homes should by
normal age-appropriate activities such as overnight visits with friends, extr

détermining whether a child may participate in any normal a
shall notify the FSW if the child will spend more than 24 co_
when participating in said -activities.

Childhood Education or on the Voluntary Child Care
children in care in a quality child care setting.

assistance to foster parents fo
of the foster home such as fos

evaluating th
reimburse th

home or in the hoime'of the FFSS member. However, an FFSS member shall not provide care for more
than 72 continuous hours at one time regardless of the location in which care is provided and/or
regardless of which FFSS member is providing care. No extensions may be granted for FFSS care of a
child. The FSW shall be notified when an FFSS member will provide care for more than 24 contmuous
hours.

The Foster Family Support Systém shall not be used in place of respite care or as an out-of-home
placement. The number of children placed in an FFSS member household must meet all Minimum
Licensing and DCFS Policy requirements.
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Bll prospective FFSS members must be cleared through the Child Maltreatment Central Registry and a
State Police Criminal Record Check. The Division will request any other state where the prospective
FFSS member has resided in the preceding six years to check its child abuse and neglect registry. The
Division will provide documentation in the case record that the Child Maltreatment Central Regist'ry
and State Criminal Record Checks were conducted on the prospective FFSS member.

Documentation of at least one visual inspection of the home for evaluation purposes is required of all
prospective FFSS members. The Division will check the driving record (violation points) for each
potential FFSS member. The Arkansas State Vehicle Safety Program sets the maximum number of ?rafﬁc
violation points an FFSS member foster parent may be allowed.

Respite Care — When a Foster Family Support System member is not agai dble to provide needed care
on a short-term basis, respite care may be utilized in order to temporarily relieve the foster famnly of
the ongoing responsibilities and stresses of care. There are two types of respite care:

k
t

care when the
be outside

1)

Foster Family Support System is unable to assist or for srtuatlo ]
of the foster home for more than 72 continuous hours An Informa

Home lasting longer than seven consecutlve
designee.

informal respite homes {i.e
days within those alternaté

In"CHRIS, but not as a separate/new
| Respite Home must meet all Minimum

..Fhe number of children placed in an Informal Respite
.and DCFS Policy requirements.

Formal Respit shall be provided for no more than 7 days per 3 month period. A stay withlLa
Formal Respite Care provider must be documented in CHRIS, but not as a separate/new placement
{provided it does not exceed the more than 7 days per 3 month period).

Longer periods of Formal Respite Care require approval from the Prevention & Support Manager. If
an approved extension exceeds 14 consecutive days, the regular foster parents’ board payment will
be affected. If the child has stayed in any combination of FFSS or informal respite homes before a
formal respite stay, the total amount of days within those alternate care types (i.e., outside the

" regular foster home placement) cannot exceed 14 consecutive days as board payment may be
affected. :
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REN IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT

POLICY VII-G: ALTERNATE CARE FOR CHILD
051/2011

Alterhate care for children in out-of-home p|acement may be used to provide assistance to foster parents when
circumstances requiring supervision by an appropriate adult other than the foster parents exist, e.g., rf both
foster parents work, during foster parent training, transporting a child in foster care for medical purposes, need
for short-term, temporary care to provide relief to the foster parent from the on-going responsibility of care,
etc.

There are five types of alternate care
A,

‘home placement case to provide
hatkrelate to the retentuon and/or support

of the foster home such as fost g

reimbursed by the Division.

Members oster Family Support System may transport children and care for children in the foster
home or in'the home of the FFSS member. However, an FFSS member shall not provide care for more
than 72 continuous hours at one time regardless of the location in which care is provided and/or
regardless of which FFSS member is providing care. No extensions may be granted for FFSS care of a
child. The FSW shall be notified when an FFSS member will provide care for more than 24 continuous

hours.

The Foster Family Support System shall not be used in place of respite care or as an out-of-home
placement The number of chlldren placed in an FFSS member household must meet all Minimum
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Meoragverrthere-mayrctheony-otheraduiisd FESShouse fme—shab&t-nnﬂw ith-a-serwelpas \.-a’ @
WX%MQJMW%MWMMIMQRJM\W se-less-efthis-stateTisprealiloiz 2
applesegualiyto-cchabiting-cppasite-serand-same-sar-ndividuals:

All prospective FFSS members must be cleared through the Child Maltreatment Central Registry and a
State Police Criminal Record Check. The Division will request any other state where the prospective
FFSS member has resided in the preceding six years to check its child abuse and neglect registry. TLhe
Division will provide documentation in the case record that the Child Maltreatment Central Registry
and State Criminal Record Checks were conducted on the prospective FFSS member.

Documentation of at least one visual inspection of the home for evaluation.g s required of all

prospective FFSS members.

ember. The !
fpomts an FFSS

The Division will check the driving record {violation pomts) for each
Arkansas State Vehicle Safety Program sets the maxnmum number of
member foster parent may be allowed.

1) Informal Respite Home — An approved 5’4 S fost temporary care when the
Foster Family Support System is unable to: in whlch children will be out5|de
of the foster home for more than 72 contin

desrgnee. _

If an Area Director approved exté)
parents’ board payment will be a
informal respite’
days within thos
be affected. -

an informal respite provider. The number of children placed in an informal Respglte
et all Minimum Licensing and DCFS Policy requirements.

Formal'Respite Care — A DCFS contract provider who supplies short-term respite care particularly
when a‘child’s current placement is at risk of disruption and/or respite is needed to prevent a
residential, acute psychiatric, or similar placement. Formal Respite Care should be provided in
accordance with a family-driven, youth-guided respite plan and in coordination with a child’s
behavioral health treatment plan {if applicable).

Formal Respite Care shall be provided for no more than 7 days per 3 month period. A stay with a
Formal Respite Care provider must be documented in CHRIS, but not as a separate/new placement
{provided |t does not exceed the more than 7 days per 3 month period).
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Longer periods of Formal Resplte Care require approval from the Prevention & Support Manager if
an approved extension exceeds 14 consecutive days, the regular foster parents’ board payment will
be affected. If the child has stayed in any combination of FFSS or informal respite homes before a
formal respite stay, the total amount of days within those alternate care types (i.e., outside the
regular foster home placement) cannot exceed 14 consecutive days as board payment may be
affected.
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POLICY Vill-G: FOSTER PARENT PROVISIONAL FOSTER PARENT, AND REE,ATHVE
ADOPTION

05/2011

~ Relationship Stability
A. In atwo-parent home, each person shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively participate in
the approval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relatlonshlg In_assessing relatid'hshig
stability, considerations may include major life changes such as:
o Death or serious iliness among family members
e  Marriage, separation, dlvorceI or other significant changes in the co ple’s relationship
o  Addition of household members (e. ving i

e Loss of.or change in emgloyment
B. Ina smgle parent home, the major life changes listed above shall also be consid d when assessing the

person’s ability to be an effective adoptive parent. I

A. a person to whom a household furnishes Iodgmg. meals, or both, fdr asonable mon \Vpayment;
and,

B. not a household member.

A household member isa resndent of the home ho

clear the following background checks. (I?an"gzs Child Ma:ftreatw nt_Central Registry, Arkansas ?\dult
Maltreatment Registry, Arkansas State Police Cri | Record Check, and FBI Criminal Background Check.




EXCERPT, POLICY VIII-G

POLICY VIl-G: F@STER PARENT, PROVISIONAL FOSTER PARENT, AND RELATIVE
ADOPTION

052/2011

R’ei«zt&'@nsh ip Stobilicy
In a two-parent home, each person shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively participate in
the spproval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship, In sssessing_relstionship
stability, considerations may include major iife chanses.such as:

o Death or serious illness ameng family members

o Marriage, separation, divorce. or other significant changes in the coupl

Addition of household members {e.g., birth, adoption, aging reﬂatw
L@ss of or change in emggi@yment

person's ability to be an effective adog_&ﬁve parent.

A pre-adoptive home may not house or admit any roomer or E@oa

A. 3 verson to whom a household furnishes lodsgin r b i ible monthly payment;
and, :

B. _not a household member.

A household member is a resident of the home whbo:
A. owns or is legally responsible for paving rent o

aﬂ’uea&mem Cenitraﬂ Re ﬁstv

MM@W@MMWWWW@W@%
this-state—The prohibionapplies-eguaiiv-te-cohabitingpppesite-serand-sane-se-irdividuals:

%@M@M@%}M@%ﬂ&ﬁ@?—@m@@m& eemers-or-bosrdersAn-assessmment-rrust-se-cornduciad
ea-eachfamibmenbersimpact-onthechild-andthe-childisimpact-on-cach-Somily-member
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POLICY Viil-H: DEVELOPMENT OF ADOPTIVE HOMES

05/2011

’

v

Relationship Stability

A.

B.

A household member is a resident of the home who-

. C.

In a two-parent home, each gérson shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively participate in
the approval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing relatii')nshig
stabilitv, considerations may include major life changes such as: :

e Death or serious iliness among family members

e Mamage, segaratlon, divorce, or other significant changes in the cougfe s relationshig

o  Addition of household members (e.g., birth, adoption, agin relatwe noving i
e Loss of or change'in emgloyment ' ;

in a single parent home, the major life changes listed above shall also be cons ?él_red when assessing the
person’s ability to be an effective adoptive parent. |

and,
not a household member,

is related to a household head o 't person in a close persohal relationship with a household head
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POLICY Vili-H: DEVELOPMENT OF ADOPTIVE HOMES
0205/2011

Relotionshin Stability
A._ In a two-parent home, each person shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively participate in
the approval process. The couplie shall demonstrate 2 stable relationship. In assessing relationship
stability, considerations may include major life changes such as:
) Deaﬁ:h or Serious i[lﬁness am@ng famiﬁy member

@ ﬂ,oss @f ar change in emlomvmenﬁ

B.

and,
B. not a household member.

A household member is a resident of the h@me wh@

'*-f@&kor——@@m{mi:—-m—scb b&%ﬂﬂg»dﬁ%f?-ﬂ—-&@%ﬁ#d@&%—ﬁen—@&hsﬂwn mPH—'-}g'\—-\, aeh—e-s-—%*;fxs‘;-—wme}@rw—-t{q@
WM%WW%MWWWMWWMMW@MW&W%
prehibitien-appl s@e—@@%&%@-@@h@#ﬁmﬁ%@m@%@@@' She-same-sa-ingividuals:

—@G&%M%W@%@HWQM4MJMMG*W%%@%%MQ@MWMMW
bearders—Eamily-members-are-not-sonsideredrosmetsecboarders—An-assessmrent-rusi-be-sordustad-on
cach-forniiy-membersirapacton-the-child-and-thechild'simpact-on-cackh-fomily-member.
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Joint Application: In a two-parent home, each person shall be joint applicants and each shall actively participate in
the approval process. This joint family commitment shall be reevaluated annually.

Relatlonshug Stability: In an effort to prowde a high-level of support for children |n foster care, two parent homes
are encouraged. The couple shall _demonstrate a_stable relationship. In assessing relationship stablhtv,
considerations may include major life changes such as:

o  Death or seriousillness among family members

o Marriage, separation, divorce, or other significant changes in the couple’s relationship
- e Addition of household members (e.g., birth, adoption, aging relative moving in)
(o]

Loss of or change in employment

Marriages and divorces shall be verified. Prospective foster parents must provide a ¢

of their marriage hcense
to verify marriage and a copy of their most recent divorce decree to verify divorce. ’

A foster home may not house or ad
A. " aperson to whom a househol
B. not a household member.

rents plan to divorce, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family to
other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children

In situations
determine if the
placed in the hom i
In situations where an existing single foster parent plans to marry, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the f_émily.
DCFS staff must ensure that the future spouse is interviewed to discuss his/her compliance with the “Personal
Characteristics” as outlined in this publication. The intended spouse must complete and pass all background
checks. All unmarried foster parents must be advised at their approval orientation to notify the division as soon as

they are aware of any plans to marry so that the application process can be initiated on the intended spouse.
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Joint Application: In a two-parent home, the-huskbandanrd-wifeeach person shall be joint applicants and e~Each

shall actively participate in the ﬁﬁcw—pbe...w-ssessmcr.capproval process. This joint family commitment shall be
reevaluated annually.

Relationship Stabnﬂi’cy In an effort to provide a high-level of support for children in foster care, two parent homes

‘are encouraged. tn—a-twe-parent-heme—each—persen—shallbe-jeintapplicantsand-cach-persor—sha H—af—ewer;t

participatein-theapprevalprecess—The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. in assessing relationship
stability, considerations may include major life changes such as:
e . Death or serious illness among family members
o _ Marriage, separation, divorce, or other significant changes in the couple’s relatiBiishin
o__ Addition of household members (e.g., birth, adoption, aging relative movin
e Loss of or change in employment

for chlldren with special needs. Other adults (gra
household shall be assessed regarding how

nsas Child Maltreatment Central Registry, Arkansas Adult Maltreatment
Record Check, and FBI Criminal Background Check.

e—wtbwe—a—negafewe—eﬁe@—eﬁ—ehm n—m—fesierf—eye—plaeeé—m—ﬂae—heme—bu{—dqe—speea
problems—of some—children—in—foster—care—could centribute—to—the —break-up—of anolready—unstable

WMWWM&M%MM@MWW&MW&W
from-the-date-on-the-court-order{i-e—enly-verification-ef-the-moestrecenitdiverce-isrequired)—A-persen-whe-is




vAdeved-gpalicentrausi-provide shew-verificatio ’l‘\-rhmé:—rhﬂ-\:’ he-geshe-hasve-beenwidewed-foratles sterc-yeat:

Coupleswheoar sratedrray-netepply-totefosterpareniseafinaldivorce-decrechesnet-beenissuedh

" In_situations where existing foster parents plan to divorce, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family to

determine if the family still meets all other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children
placed in the home.

In situations where an existing single foster pérent plans to marry, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family.
DCFS staff must ensure that the future spouse is interviewed to discuss his/her comphance with the “Personal
Characteristics” as outlined in this- publication. The lntended spouse must comple : ass all background
ivision as soon as
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Relationship Stability: In a two-parent home, each person shall be joint applicants and each person shall actively

- participate in the approval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing relationship

stability, considerations may include major life changes such as:
e  Death or serious illness among family members
o  Marriage, separation, divorce, or other significant changes in the couple’s relationship
o  Addition of household members (e.g., birth, adoption, aging relative moving in)
e Loss of or change in employment

Marriages and divorces shali be verified. Prospectnve foster parents must provide a copy of their marriage hcense
to verify marriage and a copy of their most recent divorce decree to verify divorce.

£ a two-parent household is
sted above shall also be

SnngIJarent households are welcome particularly for those children whose nee
not a crucial aspect of the care required. In a single parent home, the major life chanhg
considered when assessing the person’s ability to be an effective foster parent.

All foster parents should have a strong support system in order to assi

turn, better serve children in foster care. Applicants with professional traini g,
for children with special needs. Other adults (grandparents aunts etc. ]
household shall be assessed regarding how they may be dffec
the effect they themselves may have on the child in care.

A. aperson to whom a household furm '
B. nota household member.

1

A household member is a resident o
A. owns or is legally responsible
B. isin a close personal relationship-wi
C. isrelated to a household head or at

mulative months in a calendar year must clear
Central Registry, Arkansas Adult Maltreatment
Criminal Background Check. |

ire spouse is interviewed to discuss his/her compliance with the “Personal
Sublication. The intended spouse must complete and pass all background
checks. All unmarrié 5 must be advised at their approval orientation to notify the division as soon as
they are aware of any plans‘to'marry so that the application process can be initiated on the intended spouse.

Maximum Capacity - Foster homes shall not have more than five unrelated children in care. The foster home may
care for up to eight children if they are all related to each other. A foster home shall not have more than eight
children in their home, including their own children. This includes placement or respite care. Including the foster
parents’ biological children, the foster home may have no more than two children under the age of two and no
more than three children under the age of six. The sole exception to the above limits shall be in those instances in
which the placement of a sibling group in a foster home with no other children in the home would exceed the
limits.
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Eight related children from the same sibling group may be placed together in the same foster home. In this
instance, the total number of the foster parent’s children who reside in the home will determine the number of
children from one sibling group that may be placed together in the home. -
For example: . '
O children of the foster parent and 8 children that are related (to each other)
1 child of the foster parent and 7 children that are related (to each other)
2 children of the foster parent and 6 children that are related {to each other)
3 children of the foster parent and 5 children that are related {to each other) or unrelated

y be comprised of up to three
for children when the foster

Foster Family Support System — The Foster Family Support System (FFSS) f
other households identified by the foster family. FFSS members may provide
parent is unable to do so on the occasion of anticipated or unanticipated events::FOster parents shall exercise
careful consideration when evaluating the character and competence of any househo ked to serve as an FFSS
member. Foster parents may reimburse an FFSS member if they cho do so. The Division will not reimburse
FFSS members. "

ii

.home or in

number of children placed in an FFSS
requirements.
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Relztionship Stability: In a two-parent home, each person shall be joint applicanis and each person shall
actively participate in the approval process. The couple shall demonstrate a stable relationship. In assessing
relationship stability, considerations may include major life changes such as:

o _ Death or serious iliness among family members

o Marriage, separation, divorce, or other significant changes in the counle’s relationship
Addition of household members (e.g., birth, adoption, aging relative moving in)
Loss of or change in employment

[e]

©

Marriages and divorces shall be verified. Prospective foster parents must provide a copy of their marriage license
to verify marriage and a copy of their most recent divorce decree to verify divorce.

not a crucial aspect of the care required. In a single parent home, the major lif
considered when assessing the person’s ability to be an effective foster pa

the effect they themselves may have on the child in care.

A foster home may not house or admit any roomer;
A. aperson to whom a household furnishes |
B. not a household member.

H

A household member is a resident of t
A. owns oris legally responsible
B. isin a close personal relations;
C. _is related to a household head

Any househoeld member
the foliowing background ‘chec Naltreatment Cencral Registry, Arkansas Adult I\/ialtreaument

arents plan to divorce, a reevaluation shall be conducted on the family to
Il other licensing standards to ensure the heaith and safety of the children

In_situations wh
determine if the fi

persen-whe-is-diverced-must-provideverification-of-that-diverce-and-must-be-diverced-for-atleast-oneyearfrem
the-dateonthe-court-erderti-e—enly—verification-ef W%CM)’W@QW@@:—)—A—E@S@H—W?’@%
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widewesmust-provideverificatie! ‘\—%’Md—hey-r vebeep-widewed for sileastGae rear—Coupleswhe-areseparated
ragy-retagply-te-befosterpare ~-finsldiverce-decreahasnet beanissuad: |

an—s»&aaf-}vﬁs—whez&aﬁ—uﬂma«-mme!—rssicor—pamf—lﬂas—@urs—ce%cy,—a—‘ eevelsaticn—shall be—conducted cr-the
faraily—DEFS staffmust—ensure—that—thefuturespouse-is—interviewed-to—discuss—his/her-cempliance-with-the
“Personat-Charecteristics™outlined-in-RUBR-22,-Standardsof-Approvelfor-Losterand-AdepiiveHemes Tha intended
speuse-nust-complete-and-pass-al-baekgroune-checksAll-unmarried fosterparents-rmust-netify-the Division-as
soon-as-theyare-ware-ofany-plans—to-morry-so-that-the-applicetion—procass—<al r-be-initiated-on-the-intended
5pEUSE:
Heusehelds-that-containan—adulwhoiscohabitingwith-a-sexual-pariner
. underthe-constitution-anclewsef-this-stetenay-notparticicateinfostercareX ‘
c—ehub{{-hf-\g—ugeﬂe%o—s\_Laﬂé—sume—se;;méwrdda%s—ﬁdéﬁwpmlbf—ﬁﬂere—no@f ; in-the-heme
%%W&Wﬁ%@é@@#&%%eh—%&é—&n@eﬁ " : is-state:

have more than eight children in their home, including their OWn| il . This i [ ht or respité’ care.
Including the foster parents’ biological children, the foster hg v two children undclar the
age of two and no more than three children under the age ix. [ i above limits shall be in
- those instances in which the placement of a sibling group ohje wi er children’in the home
would exceed the limits. "

he—ce%e%alee#&a@%{%—ﬁa{aﬂ%a—c—h#wmscefn—a%e—@%hew—m@
i H—be—eva%&a%edwmhe—ba&s—ef—hew—ﬂ%ywﬁ%aﬁeet—&c—é&c—cfé}s‘:.en

: _ “evaluating the character and competence of any household asked to serve as an FFSS
member. Foster nts may reimburse an FFSS member if they choose to do so. The Division will not reimburse
FFSS members.
Members of a Foster Family Support System may transport children and care for. children in the foster home or in
the home of the FFSS member. However, an FFSS. member shall not provide care for more than 72 continuous
hours at one time regardless of the location in which care is provided and/or regardless of which FFSS member is
providing care. No extensions may be granted for FFSS care of a child. The FSWV shall be notified when an FFSS

member will provide care for more than 24 continuous hours.

The Foster Family Support System shall not be used in place of respite care or as an out-of-home placement. The
number of children placed in an FFSS member household must meet all Minimum Licensing and DCFS Policy

{

2
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an

requirements. {n-edditionhea EESS-houscheld-maynote -e"mL{«:—‘vﬁ'-'r*—a—-se;:—:;;"-!—"a;:tﬁau—ea side-ofmarriass
which-isvalid-undertheconsd ua-e%WMaws—eHJﬂfs—:{%eﬁMe{%eve{%er may-retbe-any-otheradulsinanFESS
heuscheld-cehabiting-with-2-sewal-partner-outside-ef-a—marriage-which-is—valid-underthe-consticudon-saddawsef
this-state-This-prokibitien-apphes-equally-to-cehabitingcppesite-sexcand same-se> ﬂpé'waé—&a%&




EXCERPT, CFS-446

IX. STANDARDS: Prospective foster 'and adoptive families must be informed of the

following foster/adoptive home approval standards during the initial visit: Foster homes
and adoptive homes must meet the same approval standards.

1. All applicants must attend pre-service training if selected into the program.
2. Age Requirements '

Foster parent applicants must be 21 to 65 years old.

b. Adoptive parent applicants must be at least 21 years old.

c. Generally, at least a 10 year age difference and no more th"'
between the child and adoptive applicant is preferred.

45 year age difference

3, Health Reqmre'rnents

‘a. Physical examinations are requ.lred for each membe; d,
TB skin test for all members of the household 12 years an

negatlve.

incliding an annual
test ré‘main

d.

a.

b.

foster children in the home. The foster home rnay

.elated to each other The foster parents shall not have

5. \Religion — Foster shall respect the religious preferences of children in their care.
6. Employment

a. Foster/adoptive applicants may be employed outside the home. In 2-parent families, 1t is
recommended that at least one parent remain home with the child after the initial placement
to provide security and an initial adjustment period for the child.

b. Arrangements for a caretaker must be made ahead of time.
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C.

Child care providers for children in foster care must be on the voucher system and licensed

by the Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education or on the Voluntary Child
Care Registry.

7. Background Checks

a.

Arkansas State Police Criminal Record checks must be completed von all members of the
household age 18 and older.

FBI fingerprint-based criminal background checks must be completed on all members of the
household age 18 and older.

Child Maltreatment Central Registry checks must be comPlete_
age 10 and older.

all household members

Foster parents shall certify in writing via CFS-341 that ;
not have criminal records.

DCEFS will check the driving record (violation points)
parent and other: apphcable members of the household T
Program sets the maximum number of ftt
allowed.
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IX. STANDARDS: Prospective foster and adoptive families must be informed of the
following fostet/adoptive home apptoval standatds during the initial visit: Foster homes

and adoptive homes must meet the same approval standards.
1. All applicants must attend pre-service training if selected into the program.
2. Age Reqllirernents
Foster parent applicants must be 21 to 65 years old.

b. Adoptive parent applicants must be at least 21 years old.

c. Generally, at least a 10 year age difference and no more th
between the child and adoptive apphcant s preferred

3. Health Requirements

a. Physical examinations are required for each membe
TB skin test for all rnernbers of the household 124
negative.

c. The Division of Children & Family S
farmhes for the cost of the physicals.

d.

t boatders in the home. Family members are not considered

cate for more children if they ate related to each other. The foster parents shall not have
more than 8 children in their home, including their own children. Foster homes shall have
no mote than 2 children under the age of 2 yeats, including the foster parents’ own children.
Foster homes shall have no mote than 3 children under the age of 6 years, mcludmg the
foster parents’ own chlldren

5. Religion — Foster parents shall respect the religious preferences of children in their care.
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6. Employment

a.

7. Background Checks

a.

“household age 18 and older

Foster/adoptive applicants may be employed outside the home. In 2-parent families, it is
recommended that at least one parent remain home with the child after the initial placement
to provide secutity and an initial adjustment period for the child.

Arrangements for a caretaker must be made ahead of time.

Child care providers for children in foster care must ‘be on the voucher system and licensed
by the Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education ot on the Voluntary Child
Care Registry.

Arkansas State Police Criminal Recotd checks must be con »

age 10 and older.

Foster parents shall certify in writing
not have criminal records.

e Arkansas State Vehicle Safety
Program sets the maxim tion points a foster parent may be

allowed.

me knowledge of child growth and
plied to the following: daily activities, clothing and
tedlth care, education, religious and ethnic heritage.




