
Proposed 2009-2010 Early Migratory Bird Codes Approval Q 
Approved Changes - Red Ink WApproved Clarifications - Blue Ink
 

Approved Calendar Adjustments - Orange Ink
 ..I-U. 

12.01 
07-09 

MOURNING AND EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE SEASON 
RESTRICTIONS. It shall be unlawful to take or attempt to take Mourning 
and Eurasian Collared Doves other than from September 5-0ctober 18, 
2009 and December 5-30,2010. 
EXCEPTION: 
(I) In compliance with applicable WMA regulations. 
PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00. 

12.03 
07-09 

TEAL SEASON RESTRICTIONS. It shall be unlawful to take or 
attempt to take Teal other than from September 12-27, 2009. 
EXCEPTION: 
(1) Teal may be taken in compliance with Code 12.15, Duck and Coot 

Season Restrictions and Code 12.17, Duck Daily Bag and Possession 
Restrictions. 

PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00. 

12.05 
07-09 

RAIL (VIRGINIA & SORA) SEASON RESTRICTIONS. It shall be 
unlawful to take or attempt to take Rail other than from September 12
November 20, 2009. 
PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00. 

12.07 
07-09 

WOODCOCK SEASON RESTRICTIONS. It shall be unlawful 
to take or attempt to take woodcock other than from November 7
December 21, 2009. 
PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00. 

12.09 
07-09 

COMMON SNIPE SEASON RESTRICTIONS. It shall be unlawful 
to take or attempt to take common snipe other than from November 1, 2009
February 15,2010. 
PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00. 

12.11 
07-09 

PURPLE GALLINULE SEASON RESTRICTIONS. It shall be 
unlawful to take or attempt to take purple gallinule other than from 
September I-November 9, 2009. 
PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00. 

12.13 COMMON MOORHEN SEASON RESTRICTIONS: It shall be 



07-09 

12.22 
07-09 

12.23 
07-09 

15.42 
07-09 

unlawful to take or attempt to take common moorhen other than September
 
I-November 9, 2009.
 
PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00.
 

CANADA GOOSE SEASON RESTRICTIONS. It shall be unlawful to
 
take or attempt to take Canada geese other than from the zones and dates
 
Listed below:
 
Early Canada Goose Statewide Season:
 
September 1-15, 2009 iR the Southwest CORodo Goose Zooe,
 
Northwest Canada Goose Zone Season:
 
September 26-0ctober 5, 2009 ift the Northwest CORodo Goose ZORe
 
ood from
 
Late Canada Goose Statewide Season:
 
December 26, 2009-January 30, 2010 stote"wide.
 
Shooting hours are from one-half hour before sunrise to sunset stotewide in
 
all seasons.
 
EXCEPTION:
 
(1) Holla Bend National Wildlife Refuge is closed. 
PENALTY: $200.00 to $1,000.00. 

CANADA GOOSE DAILY BAG AND POSSESSION 
RESTRICTIONS. It shall be unlawful to take or attempt to take more than 
two (2) Canada geese in any iB OR)' one day or to possess more geese than 
twice the daily bag limit. 
EXCEPTION: 
(1)	 The daily bag limit is five (5) Canada geese from September 1-15, 

2009 iB the Northwest oRd Southvlest CORodo goose ZORes or to 
fJossess more geese thOR and the possession limit is twice the daily 
bag limit. 

PENALTY: $100.00 to $1,000.00. 

FALCONRY PERMIT. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
possess, take, or transport raptors or to use raptors to take game animals and 
game birds without first obtaining a Falconry Permit from the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission. 
(A) Eligibility and Application Requirements: 

(1)	 A Falconry Permit shall not be issued to any person until 
the applicant has demonstrated satisfactory compliance 
with the following requirements: 
(a)	 Applicants must pass a written examination meeting 

federal standards with a score of at least eighty 
percent (80%). 

(b)	 The applicant must possess a valid Arkansas 
hunting license 

(c)	 Apprentice Class applicants shall be at least 
fourteen (14) years of age and shall have a sponsor 



for a period of two (2) years. The sponsor of an 
apprentice must hold a General or Master class 
falconry pennit. A sponsor shall have no more than 
three (3) apprentices at anyone time. An apprentice 
falconer may possess only one (1) of the following, 
which must be taken from the wild and may not 
obtain more than one (1) replacement raptor during 
any twelve (12) month period: 
(1) American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
(2) Red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensus) 

(d)	 General Class applicants shall be at least eighteen 
(18) years of age and shall have at least two (2) 
years experience in falconry at the apprentice level. 
A general falconer may possess not more than two 
(2) raptors and may not obtain more than two (2) 
raptors for replacement during any twelve (12) 
month period. A general falconer may not take, 
transport, or possess any golden eagle (Aquila 
chrysaetos), or any species listed as threatened or 
endangered by federal law except when birds of 
listed species were bred in captivity. 

(e)	 Master Class applicants shall have at least five (5) 
years experience in falconry at the general class 
level and shall possess not more than three (3) 
raptors and may not obtain more than two (2) 
raptors for replacement birds during any twelve (12) 
month period. Master falconers may not take, 
transport, or possess a golden eagle unless 
authorized in writing by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Master falconers may not take, transport, 
or possess as a part of the three (3) bird limit, more 
than one raptor listed as threatened in federal 
regulation, except when birds listed as threatened or 
endangered were bred in captivity. 

(B)	 Pennit Requirements: 
It shall be unlawful for holders of Falconry Pennits to fail to 
comply with the following requirements: 
(1)	 Raptors may be taken from the wild by Pennittees for the 

purpose of falconry only, and then only as follows 
(a)	 Young birds not capable of flight (EYASSES) may 

be taken only by a General or Master class falconer 
on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays only, 
from March 1 through July 31. No more than two 
(2) eyasses may be taken by a falconer during this 
period. The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
(Falconry Coordinator) must be notified of the 



location of Cooper's hawk and Sharp-shinned hawk 
nests prior to taking of an eyas. Falconers must 
leave at least 2 chicks in the nest when taking an 
eyas of either of these two species. Only eyasses of 
the following species may be taken: red-tailed 
hawk, red-shouldered hawk, broad-winged hawk, 
Coopers hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, American 
kestrel, great horned owl. 

(b)	 First year (Passage) birds may be taken on Fridays, 
Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays only, from 
September I through January 31, except that 
marked raptors or jessed raptors held under permit 
may be re-trapped at any time. Passage peregrines 
may be taken from September 20 through October 
20, 2009 by an Arkansas resident falconer who has 
been issued an Arkansas Passage Peregrine Falcon 
Permit by the Commission in accordance with 
requirements stated on that permit. 

(c)	 Only American kestrels and great horned owls may 
be taken when over one (1) year old, except that 
raptors other than threatened or endangered species 
taken under a depredation or special purpose federal 
permits may be used by general and master 
falconers. No more than two (2) raptors can be 
taken during any twelve (12) months in the two 
combined taking periods except for the re-trapping 
of escaped falconry. 

(d)	 Take of falconry birds from the wild by non
resident falconers will be allowed to take one (I) 
legal raptor per year in Arkansas provided the state 
of their residence reciprocates such approval for 
Arkansas falconers. Non-resident falconers must 
first purchase an Arkansas non-resident hunting 
license. The taking of a legal raptor by a non
resident must comply with Arkansas regulations. 

(e)	 Raptors must be taken only in a humane manner. 
Any device used to take birds of prey shall be 
labeled with the name, address and phone number 
of the falconer, and must be attended to continually 
by the falconer. No eggs may be taken from raptor 
nests. 

(2)	 No Permittee shall purchase, offer for sale, sell or barter 
any native raptor acquired from the wild. Permittees may 
transfer raptors obtained from the wild to other Permittees 
within the state when no money or other consideration is 
involved. Falconers may purchase captive bred raptors that 
are banded with a numbered seamless, permanent federal 



leg marker. Such captive bred raptors utilized for falconry 
shall not be treated as threatened or endangered. 

(3)	 Another federally permitted person may care for the birds 
of a Permittee for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days, if 
written authorization from the Permittee accompanies the 
birds when they are transferred. If the period of care 
exceeds fifteen (15) days, the Commission must be 
informed of this action within three (3) days of this 
transfer, who is caring for them and approximately how 
many days they will be in the care of the second person. 

(4)	 Falconry Permittees shall notify the Commission in writing 
of the death, loss or release of their raptors within fifteen 
(15) days of occurrence. Each dead bird shall be frozen 
and surrendered upon request to the Commission along 
with the band, if any, from that bird. Dead birds may be 
buried or burned thirty (30) days after written notification 
of the death to the Commission, provided that the 
Commission has not requested disposal by other means. 

(5)	 A falconry permit holder must obtain written permission 
from the Chief of the Wildlife Management Division before 
intentionally releasing into the wild any species of raptor 
not indigenous to Arkansas. 

(6)	 Feathers from captive falconry raptors may be possessed, 
retained and exchanged by Permittees for imping purposes 
only. 

(7)	 Resident falconers may take wildlife only within the 
specific seasons and bag limits, except that non-migratory 
game species, with the exception of bobwhite quail, may be 
taken outside of the specified falconry seasons with a daily 
limit of one (1) per raptor per day. 

(8)	 Except as provided above, the Permittee must leave any 
accidentally killed animal where it lies, except that the 
raptor may feed upon the animal prior to leaving the site of 
the kill. 

(C) Reporting and Record Keeping Requirements: 
(1)	 Permittees shall report to the AGFC by July 31, each year a 

listing of all raptors possessed on June 30 by species, 
marker number (if any), sex, age, date and source of 
acquisition. 

(2)	 Permittees must submit a properly completed federal form 
3-186-A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife regional office within five 
days of taking, acquiring, purchasing, transferring, 
receiving, losing or disposing of any raptor. No raptor may 
be possessed under a falconry permit unless the Pern1ittee 



has a properly completed form 3-l86-A for each bird 
possessed. 



(D) Facility and Caging Requirements: 
(1)	 Applicant's facilities for the keeping of raptors and 

equipment shall be inspected and certified to meet the 
following standards. Permittees must keep all facilities and 
equipment at or above these standards at all times. 
Facilities and equipment may be re-inspected by 
Commission personnel at any time and any raptors 
removed when it is judged to be in the best interest of the 
raptor 

(2)	 Indoor Facilities (Mews) shall be large enough to allow the 
raptor to fully extend its wings and allow easy access for 
care of the raptor(s) housed in the facility. Raptors shall be 
tethered or separated by partitions and there shall be 
adequate perches, as secure door easily closed and at least 
one (1) window protected on the inside by vertical bars 
spaced narrower than the width of the bird's body. The 
floor shall be well drained and permit easy cleaning. 

(3)	 Outdoors Area shall be fenced and covered with netting or 
wire or roofed except that perches more than six and one 
half feet (6 Y2') high need not be covered or roofed. The 
enclosed area should be large enough to insure that birds 
flying from a perch cannot strike the fence. Raptors shall 
be provided adequate perches and protection from 
excessive sun, wind and inclement weather. 

(4)	 Applicants for falconry permits shall possess the following 
equipment: 
(a)	 At least one (1) pair of Alymeri jesses or similar 

type constructed of pliable leather or suitable 
synthetic material for use when any raptor is flown 
free. 

(b)	 At least one (1) flexible, weather resistant leash and 
one (1) strong swivel of acceptable falconry design. 

(c)	 A suitable bath container for each raptor two to six 
(2"-6") inches deep and wider than the length of the 
raptor. 

(d)	 A weathering area outdoor perch of acceptable 
design for each raptor. 

(e)	 A reliable scale or balance suitable for weighing the 
raptors held and graduated to increments of no more 
than one half (1/2) ounce or fifteen (15) grams. 

(5)	 A raptor may be transported or held in temporary facilities 
for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days. Temporary 
facilities shall be provided with an adequate perch 
protected from excessive temperature and excessive 
disturbance. 



(E)	 Inspection: 
(1)	 Any person, firm or corporation issued a Falconry Permit 

under this Code chapter shall allow entry, at any reasonable 
hour, to employees or agents of the Commission upon the 
premises where the permitted activity is conducted. 
Commission employees or agents may enter such premises 
to inspect the facility, any and all records associated with 
the activities relating to the permit, and any birds kept 
under authority of the permit. 

(F)	 Permit Renewal, Transfer, Suspension and Revocation: 
(1)	 Permits may be revoked by this Agency for failure to 

comply with the terms of the permit or with the terms of 
this Commission Code section. 

(2)	 Persons in violation of the terms of this permit, violation of 
the Commission Code, or upon conviction of associated 
regulations of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, shall be 
notified in writing of such violations and shall have twenty 
days to respond with just cause as to why their permit 
should not be suspended or revoked. 

(3)	 If, at the end of the twenty-day period, just cause has not 
been given, this Agency may suspend or revoke any 
existing permit held by the violator and may refuse to issue 
any future permit. Such suspension, revocation or refusal 
to issue a future permit shall be in addition to any criminal 
charges that may be filed. 

(4)	 Upon revocation, permit holder must legally remove all 
captive wildlife within the time designated in the 
revocation, not to exceed sixty (60) days, and failure to do 
so shall result in the Commission taking action, per 
Commission policy, at the permit holder's expense. 

EXCEPTION: 
(1)	 A non-resident falconer with a valid Non-resident Arkansas 

Hunting License, and holding a valid falconry permit from another 
state, may use raptors to take wildlife during open seasons. It is 
also provided that such a properly permitted non-resident falconer, 
without further permit, may enter and use raptors to take wildlife in 
any regional or national falconry field trial authorized by letter 
from the Director of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. 

PENALTY: $100.00 to $1,000.00 per violation. 


