
PUB-04 - Minimum Licensing Standards (EXCERPT) 

200.3 Personal Qualifications/Home Study 

1.	 In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applica~ts, 
shall each participate in the approval process, and shall provide 
verification that they have been married at least two (2) years. 

2.	 A minor may not be adopted or placed in a foster home if ,the 
individual seeking to adopt or to serve as a foster parent is cohabi'ting 
with a sexual partner outside of marriage which is valid under ithe 
constitution and laws of this state. 

The rohibition of this section a osite
sex and same-sex individuals. 

(Text not affected has been removed for this excefi 

300.2 

1. 

2.	 if ~~ the ., 

osite

, 

The agency 5\hall sure there is a completed home study for each 
rospective aiop ve family to determine if they should be apprdved 

n adoptiv home. I 
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PUB-04 - Minimum Licensing Standards (EXCERPT) 

200.3 Personal Qualifications/Home Study 

1.	 In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants, 
shall each participate in the approval process, and shall pro~ide 
verification that they have been married at least two (2) years. 

2.	 A minor may not be adopted or placed in a foster home if lithe 
individual seeking to adopt or to serve as a foster parent is cohabiiling 
with a sexual partner outside of marriage which is valid under"the 
constitution and laws of this state. 

The rorlibition of this section a 
sex and same-sex individuals. 

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)" 

300.2 Approval Process of prospe~~ve H 's. '), 

1.	 In a two-parent home, the husB'itnd and WI ~]§ball b~;tjoint, applic~nts, 

shall each actively particiRate tfn the approv~k~process, and shall 
provide verification that tt1~~lbf1J~ been married at least two (2) y~ars 
to the social worker or agencY~~Q~f"'" . 1:18 home study that ,they , 
have been married, .:" .... ~t two >;("~.\), ears. 

2. 

osite-, 

The",X{~~hall ensure there is a completed home study for each ',. 
,:..(~~~~ftiv~~doPtive family to determine if they should be apprbved ' 
ari~aqoptive home. 
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Publication 30 Family Foster Home Handbook (Excerpt) 

APPROVAL, TRAINING, AND SUPPORT OF FAMILY FOSTER HOMES AND RELATIVE 
FOSTER FAMILY HOMES 

Family Foster Home and Relative Foster Home Approval Process .
 
The process of preparing and evaluating prospective family foster parents is termed a family foster [Ihome
 
assessment. An assessment will be conducted prior to the placement of a child in one's home.
 

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt) 

Families that move to Arkansas from another state 
must complete the entire approval procedure of the" 

Other standards include: 
i 

•	 Age - The minimum age is 21 ye tained if one or both 
applicants are age 65 or over or ened family foste~ home" 
reaches age 65; 

•	 (Within six [6] months prior: to the, 
,~ i~ 

e home is initially approved. Each' 
yearly to remain in compliance. All· 

'I . 
shall receive a Mantoux skin test fori 

to meet the standards for re-certification. 
ovide documentation every year certifyi'hg that' 

!l ! 

•	 Phy y of the family members will be evaluated to determine, 
the mily's ability to provide adequate care for a child a~d how I 
the ent to the family; 

Marriage a marriage and evidence of stable marriage of at least two (2) years 
duration and n must be provided. Not only will an unstable marriage or family: 
situation have a n children in foster care that have been laced in the home but the 
special problems of so ren in foster care could contribute to the break-up of an already unstable 
marriage or the permanent disruption of an already unstable family situation.. If foster parents divorce, 
the Resource Worker will complete a re-evaluation of the home to determine if the family still rri1eets all 
other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children placed in the home. 
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Other standards include: 

~n(l~ce must be obtained if one o~ both 
'1~;6ti~M~rently opened family foster, home 

• Age - The minimum age is 21 years. 
applicants are age 65 or over or wh 
reaches age 65; -

o e effec~. if a'~~\tn~t~j~abili'%;~as 
~, 

Publication 30 Family Foster Home Handbook (Excerpt) 

APPROVAL, TRAINING, AND SUPPORT OF FAMILY FOSTER HOMES AND RELATI,yE 
FOSTER FAMILY HOMES . 

Family Foster Home and Relative Foster Home Approval Process :
 
The process of preparing and evaluating prospective family foster parents is termed a family foster Iilome
 
assessment. An assessment will be conducted prior to the placement of a child in one's home.
 

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt) 

•	 Health - All household familYjllfembers .,. pass a .JJ exam (Within six [6] months prior ito the 
approval) and have a docto~';s'~~~~~-,raair"-' , time the home is init.iallr appro~ed.: Each 
foster parent and ~,;~rY f~!!!!I~,!!,~e~~,/must re '~. e exam yearly ~o remain In comp."an~,e. All 
members of the~. ehpld older ·tti~'\ twelve (12) years shall receive a Mantoux skin test for 
tuberculosis and th . '~?'~,ust rep~W;me test yearly to meet the standards for re-certifitation.i 
Household ~embers">;I;i<\\h ~w..toj~~~ skin'~~$,must provide documentation every year certifyi~g that. 
they are . om comm-tub OSIS;	 , 

• Physical Disa,lltle§df Phys ...'!disabilities of any of the family members will be evaluated to determine 
~n the family's abilitr to provide adequate care for a child arid how: 

blhty m;{y:,:affect,,~chllij);adJustment to the family; 
'-'v~- -I 

Marriage · ....:"';hi~q~~,.~ •.:ti~!roo of marriage and evidence of stable marriage of at least two (2) years i 

d.urat~on andi~~blef~itl.~r situation must be provided. Not only will an unstable marriage or' family 
Situation have"'a~;;.negatlve· effect on children in foster care that have been placed in the home, but the I 
speCial problems"or:~ome children in foster care could contribute to the break-l!lL9f an already unstable 
marriage or the permanent disruption of an already unstable family situation.; proof of divorce for 'at least 
I (one) year. Staff may request an Alternative ComJ*iaRce if the prospecti'le fosteF-pilrent ha's been' 
divorced for less than one year and meets all oth~tti'EIs-: If foster parents divorte, the 
Resource Worker will complete a re-evaluation of the home to determine if the family still meets all. 
other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children placed in the home. and obtaill--af} 
Alternati\<eComplianee,.' 
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Publication 22 Standards for Approval of Family Foster Homes (Excerpt) 

6.0 FAMILY FOSTER HOME STANDARDS 

Standards for family foster homes are established to assure good care and growth-producing living experiences in a 
safe home environment for every child in foster care under supervision of the child placing agency. 'These written 
standards are used to determine the suitability of applicants to be family foster parents. 

Standards are categorized as Character, SUitability and Qualifications for the Fa Members and Phy~ical Stindards 
for the home. Standards are to be met by the family for the duration of their se s a family foster:·home. 

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt) 

5. 

6. Marriage Verification a shall be verified. The pattern of marital 
stability shall be considered. s rovide a copy of their ma~riage license to 
verify m riage for at least two y must have a stable marriage. Not only will the 
unstab rriage have a negative foster care placed in the home,l but the special 
problems e children in foster ca ute to the break-up of an already u'1stable marriage. 
Requests fo 

r. fumili 
ative compliance on t 

t provide verification 0 

requirement can only be made for relative placements; 
f 

. II 
years 0 marrrage. . " . 

i 

ies become divorced, a re-evaluation shall be c6nducted on the 
eets all other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of 

·1 
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Publication 22 Standards for Approval of Family Foster Homes (Excerpt) 

6.0 FAMILY FOSTER HOME STANDARDS 

Standards for family foster homes are established to assure good care and growth-producing living e~perien~es 'In a 
safe home environment for every child in foster care under supervision of the child placing agency.;These written 
standards are used to determine the suitability of applicants to be family foster parents. 

't :, 

Standards are categorized as Character, Suitability and Qualifications for the Family M~W.~,~,,~and PhY,~ical S~ndards 
for the home. Standards are to be met by the family for the duration of their service '''''; Jal]JilJoster~ome., 

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt) 

I 

Marriage Verifica~i divorces shall be verified. The pattern of marital6. 

5. 

stability shall be consl oster paren ust provide a copy of their ma~riage litense to 
verify marriage for at Ie "'" ,", " st ~Ae yea~. Family 
foster parents must have i!!is~'ii''lJr arriage. d ' Y w.ill the unstable marriage have a n~gative ~ffect on 

care placed I~g~ home, but the specl~1 problems of some childr~n in f~ster care could 
k-up of an· eady unstable marriage. Requests for alternative compliance on the 

I be . or relative placements; all other families must prdvide verification 

I 

?-eE)ffij~tflee:e>R-t:Ae4''lepce requir-emertt-may-be-flliHle-#-tlote--pr-6speetivc family Iotas 
thaA--a-YCaF--aR{1-mect all otloter licensing requiremeAts-; . I 

In ~i\i.ii"\ . ere .e~t~~ing f?ste~ families become ~ivor~ed, a re-evaluation shall be c~nducte? on the 
, family ~1i~eter'"Q~~~~,~ the family stili meets all other licenSing standards to ensure the health and safety of 

,e, place~PIn the home. If the family COAtinues to comply .....ith all standards, an alternative 
--fH)t-j'IeE~4--ooweveJ"-;--jIkJ:IeFre-e-iiss--aaAA-ilacl"<ree'a'l-8of.-f-AAAOR-A -€OfflpliaflE:e, staff will deterrr\ine a correcti\'e 
!!R--4e<KllfiAE!5:-J.f-aI-€{:w-re€1:M:~=tiE)A--rHttfHs--AOOt-t.fEfe~alS-siiI:Jb~IEe~tlotl-Ee~CCial-SSee"",,,·l'Ii/ilU-b~e-rnat.jve 
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POLICY VI-A
 
OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT CRITERIA (EXCERPT)
 
0612009 

The state ofArkansas is not a voluntary placement state. The removal of a child from his home must 9ccur 

pursuant to a judicial order placing custody of the child with the Department. When a child is ~ the 
custody of the Department of Ruman Services, DCFS shall ensure that the out-of-home placement is in the 
best interest of the child, is the least restrictive possible, is matched to the child's physical and therapeutic 
needs, and is close in proximity to the child's parents and the child's school. A child ofa parent Who is 
in DRS custody, is also considered a dependent juvenile and is eligible to receive foster care maintert,ance 
payments and is deemed to be a recipient of aid to families with dependent children. Titles XIX and XX 
services will be available to the child in the state in which the child resides. 

(Text not affected has been removedfor this excerpt) 

Placement shall be chosen: 

• To ensure the health and safety ofa child; 

• 

• To keep the child in close proximity to the family, if 
child attended before placement. 

A minor may not be adopted or place&""'in a foster home if t . dividuaL eking to adopt or to. serve , 
as a foster parent is cohabiting wfth\a sexual j}'artner outsid~! of marriage which is valid under the . 
constitution and laws of this state'fidditionally:;;t'there may 'not be any other adults in the Ilhome 
cohabiting with a sexual partner outside,:of,a marriage which Mvalid under the constitution and laws 
of this state. . .if.. I' 

,: ~'~~T.7i''' ._";;~,_~..s~~.~ ,! 

conduct 
member. 
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POLICY VI-A
 
OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT CRITERIA (EXCERPT)
 
0612009 

The state of Arkansas is not a voluntary placement state. The removal of a child from his home must:occur 
pursuant to a judicial order placing custody of the child with the Department. When a child is ,in the 
custody of the Department of Human Services, DCFS shall ensure that the out-of-home placement is'lin the 
best interest of the child, is the least restrictive possible, is matched to the child's physical and therapeutic 
needs,_and is close in proximity to the child's parents and the child's school. A child of a parent ~ho is , 
in DHS custody, is also considered a dependent juvenile and is eligible to receive foster care maintenance 
payments and is deemed to be a recipient of aid to families with dependent chil . ·tIes XIX ~d XX 
services will be available to the child in the state in which the child resides. 

(Text not affected has been removed/or this excerpt) 

Placement shall be chosen: 

•	 To ensure the health and safety ofa child; 

•	 To ensure that caretakers have the skills and train' 
and any disabling condition; and 

•	 To keep the child in close proximity to the,~ 

child attended before placement. 

ite-sex and same-sex individuals. 
J 

'~r care to remain in any home where there are roomers 
e not nsidered roomers or boarders. An assessment ~ust be 
's impact on the child and the child's impact on each #J~ family 

.	 " 
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PROCEDURE VI-At
 
Out-of-Home Placement Criteria (EXCERPT)
 
06/2009 

The Family Service Worker will: 
• Consider placement with appropriate relatives in a licensed or approved foster home. 

• Conduct a review of the home that will include: 

(Text not affected has been removedfor this excerpt) 

The child is in the custody of the department, therefore, the child shall rema~llih an approved foster home I 

or licensed shelter or facility, until the relative's home is opened as a provi~io4~ home. 

}, J:~y:~JPfiJ~ ho.~J!l.t..5?.ili cr cbjldL~!l ~f}!Liky.~Jiill.1J:).~l1J.JL[.i.!. 
fhildin foster can~. and how the child il S of the home: and 

i 
s_iIH1l.~jJy._~li!Herest9f tile cbi l.dc 

" 
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PROCEDURE VI-At
 
Out-or-Home Placement Criteria (EXCERPT)
 
06/2009 

The Family Service Worker will: 
• Consider placement with appropriate relatives in a licensed or approved foster home. 

• Conduct a review of the home that will include: 

(Fext not affected has been removed/or this excerpt) 

The child is in the custody of the department, therefore, the child shall rem . 
or licensed shelter orfacility, until the relative's home is opened as a provo 

The FSW will: 

.L ._.I::ll.~\!l.:~ ...Jh~L.tb(;; .... impH~.<.ip.L~Qr;kilJgJQ_ f.lQgnL(l.t...:';QTV' 

2~xui!lJ.2.(!1tn.~~ outside of marriage, which is valid under the 

2~. ._Ell~l!re that th.ere are no olhPr ad\!lts in tJ 
1)J?rri'lg~_ ..~ybis,;h.i~.Yf\)i4_,qng9.rt.h~\:.sms.tiJl!tiql ' 

J-'---_.__._._.__.Ey1:lJ!I(@_b~'!:Lnle other childr 
child in {oster care. flnd how the chit 

'":"7~~.;." 'F~";' ~ -l" '.;:.~"'-••

".. ,. '-'~"'~".~-"~~='~"""'" 
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POLICY VII-A: FOSTER PARENT RECRUITMENT, TRAINING,,: 
APPROVAL, RE-EVALUATION AND RETENTION (EXCERPT) 
06/2009 

Foster care is a team effort involving DCFS, the family foster parents, the foster child, an~ the ' 
custodial/non-custodial parents. When all those directly involved in the situation understand ,:their 
own and each others' roles and cooperate as team members in a team effort, the quality of the 
experience for all is increased, and the effect on the child's future well-being is greatly influ4ced. 
See "Family Foster Parent Handbook" (pUB.30) for responsibilities of the Foster Care Team.) 

(Text not affected has been removedfor this excerpt) 

The Division shall recruit a sufficient number of foster parents to ensq 
in the least restrictive, most family like setting that meets the child's indiv 
shall diligently recruit potential foster families that reflect the ethnic and rad 
in DHS custody for whom a foster home is needed. Recruitme w foster 
activity for which Area and County staff are mainly respo 
several means including participation from current foster pa 
statewide media campaigns and through the use of contact with 
Division will employ the use of the Family Foste orne Needs Asse 
county recruitment efforts. The Family Foster Ho 
development of the Foster Home Recruitment PIa 
parents shall address the special needs of children needl 

• 

• and each shall a~tivel~~" .' •.•·"l -'~"'l...,~.~~.~ .. ~. 

• 

osite-sex and same-sex individuals. 

Divorced Applica 
• An applicant who is divorced may apply to become a foster parent. 

The Division shall place children in approved foster homes where the foster parents have. 
satisfactorily completed the Division's pre-service training curriculum, have been cleared through 
the Central Registry and through a state criminal records background check. 
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POLICY VII-A: FOSTER PARENT RECRUITMENT, TRAINING,' 
APPROVAL, RE-EVALUATION AND RETENTION (EXCERPT) ,: 
06/2009 

Foster care is a team effort involving DCFS, the family foster parents, the foster child, and the 
custodial/non-custodial parents. When all those directly involved in the situation understand I!their 

.	 1 

own and each others' roles and cooperate as team members in a team effort, the quality of the 
experience for all is increased, and the effect on the child's future well-being is greatly influe:nced. , 
See "Family Foster Parent Handbook" (PUB-30) for responsibilities of the Foster Care Team.), . 

(Text not affected has been removed/or this excerpt) 

The Division shall recruit a sufficient number of foster parents to e 
in the least restrictive, most family like setting that meets the chit 
shall diligently recruit potential foster families that reflect the ethni 
in DHS custody for whom a foster home is needed. Recruit 
activity for which Area and County staff are mainly res 
several means including participation from curre t 10s 
statewide media campaigns and through the use contac 
Division will employ the use of the Family Fost me Need 
county recruitment efforts. The Family Fost 0 Needs Asses 
development of the Foster Home Recrui$. PIa Targeted rec 
parents shall address the special needs of childr g placement. 

; 

"I ' 
and each shall activel . 

osite-sex and same-sex individuals. 

• 

• 

• 

Divorced Applic ts	 . . 
•	 An applicant "'Ms divorced must have beeR di'l9rced fer at least ORe 'lear (rom the date' OR the' 

court order. mt). apply to become a foster parent. " . 

The Division shall place children in approved foster homes where the foster parent~ have: 
satisfactorily completed the Division's pre-service training curriculum, have been cleared through' 
the Central Registry and through a state criminal records background check. 
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PROCEDURE VII A-l: Foster Parent Recruitment (EXCERPT) 
6/2009 

The purpose of foster parent recruitment is to increase the number of qualified, trained family foster p¥ents 
in Arkansas through the recruitment process. Each Area will develop Recruiters to assist in the recruirment 
process. Each Area will develop an annual recruitment plan to be initiated at the beginning of each :pscal : 
year. The Family Foster Home Needs Assessment (CFS-445) will be utilized in the development <;>f the 
recruitment plan. The CFS-445 will be conducted at least annually. The plan will outline origoing 
recruitment efforts for the Area. 

(Text not affected has been removed/or this excerpt) 

•	 Married Applicants Procedure: 
Check the date of the marriage license. Ensure that at least two years hav ssed from the date of . 
the marriage on the marriage license. If the couple is ap 0 becom lative FosterHome ! 

and the marriage is less than two years old, prepar e comp~iance. , 
Submit the alternative compliance request for approval throu fcommand.' 
If the marriage is less than two (2) years old and the couple is n Relative 
Foster Home, deny the application. 

I 

• 
shall be conducted' 

andards to ensUre the ' 

• 
arent is I 
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Foster Home, deny the application. . 

• 

• 

PROCEDURE VII A-l: Foster Parent Recruitment (EXCERPT) 
6/2009 

The purpose of foster parent recruitment is to increase the number of qualified, trained family foster parents 
in Arkansas through the recruitment process. Each Area will develop Recruiters to assist in the recrUitment 
process. Each Area will develop an annual recruitment plan to be initiated at the beginning of each fiscal:: 
year. The Family Foster Home Needs Assessment (CFS-445) will be utilized in the development of the ~ 
recruitment plan. The CFS-445 will be conducted at least annually. The plan will outline ~:ngoingl 
recruitment efforts for the Area. 

(Text not affected has been removedfor this excerpt) 

•	 Married Applicants Procedure: .4 
Check the date ofthe marriage license. Ensure that at least tw01y~~S havep.~~.."d from the: date o~ 
the marriage on the marriage license. If the couple is applying to b'~qome a Re!~t!,ve Fost~r Home 
and the marriage is less than two years old, prepar~"t request fot~&.Q alterii:~q:v,e,,;(;ompliance. 
Submit the alternative compliance request for appro:}al\tfu:9ugh the necessary cha~"tf coptmand. 
If the marriage is less than two (2) years old and the cotYPie":i not applyi~cto become a Relative 
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PROCEDURE VII-A3: Approval of Foster Home (EXCERPT) 
6/2009 

Prospective foster families must complete a home evaluation as part of the process to become an app~oved 
foster family. A family can be evaluated by designated Division staff or by staff contracted through the 
Mid South Training Academy. 

(Text not affected has been removedfor this except) 

Single Applicant
 
A single person may apply to become a foster parent.
 

Married Applicants
 
In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants, and
 
the approval process. They shall provide verification of marriage of at least two
 
be stable. Some exam les of stabiii include the len th of th, elationshi
 
employment. and length of employment. Requests for altema .
 
marriage requirement may only be made for relative placements.
 

Divorced Applicants
 
A divorced person may apply to become a foster parent.
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I 

PROCEDURE VII-A3: Approval of Foster Home (EXCERPT) 
6/2009 

Prospective foster families must complete a home evaluation as part of the process to become an app~oved 
foster family. A family can be evaluated by designated Division staff or by staff contracted through the 
Mid South Training Academy. 'i 

(Text not affected has been removedfor this except) 

Single Applicant
 
A single person may apply to become a foster parent.
 

Married Applicants
 
In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants, an~eaca
 

the approval process. They shall provide verification of marriage of at..le~t two
 
be stable. Some exam les of stabilit include the len rth of the relatioitshi
 
employment, and length of employment. Requests for altemative'complianC'@<)
 
marriage requirement may only be made for relative placement
 

Divorced Applicants 

• L N~ 

divorced person may apply to become a foster paren . 

:;":~~~_~.-:;;;':-;,;;_> .. :_;';';';'fj;' .:c.
-::'. '-:"'"'r'· ~=·'Pf --_.-_.~~ .. 
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POLICY VIII-F: FOSTER PARENT, RELATIVE FOSTER PARENT, 
AND RELATIVE ADOPTION (EXCERPT) 
06/2009 

The Division supports adoption by a foster parent or relative foster parent, who has a well established ' 
relationship with the child in their care and who expresses an interest in adoption, without regard to any 
racial or ethnic differences if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. The DivisiorJI also 'I 

supports adoption by a relative, who is not presently caring for the child and who expresses an interest in 
adoption if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. Each family and child will be carbfully , 
assessed and prepared for adoption. The Division provides pre-placement services for relative adoptions to 
move children into adoptive families in a timely manner. A foster child placed in an adoptive home 
continues status as a foster child until fmalization of the adoption and the agoption subsidy is init;iated. 
Prior to the fmalization of the adoption, post-placement services are pr~~r and services to preserve I 

adoptive families are offered after the adoption is finalized.' 

Before placement of a child in the home of the adoptive parent, a h 
study shall address whether the adoptive home is a suitable hom 
the approval of the petitioner as an adoptive parent. 

tolserve II 

conducted 
member. 
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POLICY VIII-F: FOSTER PARENT, RELATIVE FOSTER PARE~T, 

AND RELATIVE ADOPTION (EXCERPT) 
06/2009 

The Division supports adoption by a foster parent or relative foster parent, who has a well established 
relationship with the child in their care and who expresses an interest in adoption, without regard tp any 
racial or ethnic differences if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. The Divisi04 also ; 
supports adoption by a relative, who is not presently caring for the child and who expresses an inte~est in 
adoption if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. Each family and child will be car\efully 
assessed and prepared for adoption. The Division provides pre-placement services for relative adoptions to 
move children into adoptive families in a timely manner. A foster child . an adoptive!lhome II 

continues status as a foster child until fmalization of the adoption and th sidy is initiated. 
Prior to the finalization of the adoption, post-placement services are r6 ces to pr~serve 
adoptive families are offered after the adoption is fmalized. 
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PROCEDURE VIII-Fl: Staffing and Recommendations (EXCERPT) 
06/2009 

(Text not affected has been removed/or this excerpt) 

Residency to determine jurisdiction over an adoption may be established in accordance with one of the
 
three following sets of criteria: .
 
I.	 A child under the age of six (6) months is a resident of Arkansas if: 

•	 The biological mother resided in Arkansas for more than 4 months prior to the child's birth, and 
•	 The child was born in Arkansas or in any city which adjoins the state line or is separated only by a 

navigable river from an Arkansas city which adjoins the state line, and' 
•	 The child remains in this state until the interlocutory decree has be ntered. Or in the case of a 

nomesident adoptive family, upon receipt of Interstate Compac e Placement of Children 
(MCPC) approval, the child and the prospective adoptive parents rna back to their sthte of! 
residence and subsequently may return to Arkansas for a hearing on the p .n for adoption!; 

2. A child over the age of six (6) months is a resident of Ar . that chiI 
•	 Has resided in this state for at least six (6) months, 
•	 Currently resides in Arkansas, and 
•	 Is present in this state when the petition for adoption is . coUrt of 

I 

competent jurisdiction. ' 
3. A person seeking to adopt is a resident of Arka 

•	 Occupies a dwelling within the state, and 
•	 Has a present intent to remain w·thin the state 
•	 Manifests the genuineness 0 ',..tent throug
 

together with indications the pefson's presen
 

• 
•	 ated that the caregiver can a~tively : 

e made by the Adoption Specialist when , 
) to be adopted. " 
a 45-year age difference between the child' 

•	 a and wife shall be joint applicants; each shall a~tively, 

, and shall provide verification that they have been married at' 
all be stable. " 

2.	 Ensure that there are no cohabiting adults in the home cohabiting with a sexual partner outside of a' 
marriage which is valid under the constitution and laws of this state. 

This applies equally to cohabiting opposite-sex and same-sex individuals. 

Divorced 
•	 A person, who is divorced, may apply to adopt. 

Single 
•	 A single person may apply to adopt. 
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PROCEDURE VIII-Fl: Staffing and Recommendations (EXCERPT) 
06/2009 . 
(Text not affected has been removedfor this excerpt) 

Residency to determine jurisdiction over an adoption may be established in accordance with one of the 
three following sets of criteria: ' 
1.	 A child under the age of six (6) months is a resident of Arkansas if: 

•	 The biological mother resided in Arkansas for more than 4 months prior to the child's birth, alld 
•	 The child was born in Arkansas or in any city which adjoins the state line or is separated onIX by a 

navigable river from an Arkansas city which adjoins the state line, and 
•	 The child remains in this state until the interlocutory decree has bee Or in the case of a 

ent of Children Inonresident adoptive family, upon receipt of Interstate Compact 
(MCPC) approval, the child and the prospective adoptive par o their state of 

.	 I 
residence and subsequently may return to Arkansas for a hea' on adoptIon., 

2. A child over the age of six (6) months is a resident of Arkan s 1 

•	 Has resided in this state for at least six (6) months, d 
•	 Currently resides in Arkansas, and 
•	 Is present in this state when the petition col,ll1 of 

competent jurisdiction. 
3. A person seeking to adopt is a resident of 

•	 Occupies a dwelling within the stat 
•	 Has a present intent to remain wiJ; 
•	 Manifests the genuineness of that in
 

together with indications t e person
 

• 
•	 t it can be cipated that the caregiver can actively 

"~ made by the Adoption Specialist! when 
e c	 n) to be adopted. ,I 

ore than a 45-year age difference between the child I 
,I 

husband and wife shall be joint applicants; each shall actively 
ess, and shall provide verification that they have been m~ied at . 

shall be stable. ' 

2.	 Ensure that there are no cohabiting adults in the home cohabiting with a sexual partner outside of a 
marriage which is valid under the constitution and laws of this state. 

This applies equally to cohabiting opposite-sex and same-sex individuals. 

Divorced 
•	 A person, who is divorced must provide ','erificatioR of that di....orce aBd must have beeR divorced • 

for at least ORe year from the date OR the comt order may apply to adopt. . 

Single 
•	 A single person may apply to adopt. 
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CFS 400 Excerpt 
OO.Arkansas Department of Human Services 

Division of Children and Family Services 
Adoption/Foster Home Study Application 

Applicants: Failure to supply complete and accurate information may res 
in processing the application. 

Instructions: Please provide the information requested on this application. Attach additional pages as ne 

Is this an application for Adoption 0 Foster Ca 

~ i 
.~ ':

Prospective Father's Name (Last, First, Middle) 

Prospective Mother's Name (Last, First, Middle) 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City State Zip 

Home Phone _ 

Prospective Father's Work# 

Prospective Mother's Work# 

Cell # 

Cell# 

4 
<;''1 

--..: 

Applicant 

Prospective Father 

Prospective Mother 

OTHERS IN HOME AND CHILDRE 
I 

Last Name Fi 

For Central Office Use 

Approved By: _ 

Date: _ 

Initials: _ 

home, # of rooms and use, yard, how long there, etc.) 

(Prospective Mother's status) 

Race 
Highest Grade 

ComDleted 

Place of Employment
 
or
 

SChool &. Grade
 

Page 1 of 10 
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FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS, CONTINUED 

How do you and your family spend your leisure time? 

How would you describe your housekeeping standards? ...::.,~:_i ---' 

Does anyone help you with the housekeeping chores? Yes D No D df yes, who and what do th 
'l ..p' 

How would you describe the upkeep or maintenance of your home? (yard, ~ome rep 

Is your home within easy driving distance of schools, churches, shoppi 

Please list the kinds of pets you have and their names: 

Is there anything unusual about your home and/or yard? 

(If yes, please explain)· 

Do you have a swimming pool? Yes 0 No 0 

Al 

-..:: 

uld know before coming to your home) YesO NoD 

Please describe the room where the a 

If the child would share a roo 

Do you, your children, and thel 

Are you renting/leasing 0 or b 

If you rent /Iease, has the landlord g 

_DO Y9u,often h~y~tr9u_~le_ meeting Y9~r __ 

keep fost

NoD 

er children? Yes 0 No 0 (If yes, attach written statement fr

Where would you turn for help in a financial emergency? 

om the landlord.) 

_ 

Page 8 of 10 
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CFS 400 Excerpt 
OO.Arkansas Department of Human Services 

Division of Children and Family Services 
Adoption/Foster Home Study Application 

Applicants: Failure to supply complete and accurate information may r, 
in processing the application. 

Instructions: Please provide the information requested on this application. Attach~additional pages as necessary and 

Is this an application for Adoptibn 0 Foster Care D~Both 

Directions to Home 
Prospective Father's Name (Last, First, Middle) 

Prospective Mother's Name (Last, First, Middle) 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City State Zip 

Home Phone _ 

Prospective Father's Work# Cell # (Prosped:1~'4~'s status) 

Prospective Mother's Work# cell# -----, 

For Central Office Use 

Approved By: _ 

Date: _ 

Initials: _ 

hich you are responding. 

orne, # of rooms and use, yard, how long there, etc.) 

(prospective Mother's status) 

Highest Grade 
RaceApplicant SSN ComDleted 

Prospective Father 

Place of Employment 
or 

Last Name SChool a. Grade 

Page 1 of 10 
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FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS, CONTINUED 

How do you and your family spend your leisure time? ------,-'-':1t'-, 

.j 
,je 

How would you describe your housekeeping standards? _ 

Does anyone help you with the housekeeping chores? Yes 0 No 0 

How would you describe the upkeep or maintenance of your home? (yard, home rep 

Is your home within easy driving distance of schools, churches, shopping, do
 

Please list the kinds of pets you have and their names:
 

Is there anything unusual about your home and/or yard? before coming to your home) YesO NoD
 

(If yes, please explain) ----,
 

Do you have a swimming pool? Yes 0 No 0
 

If the child would share a room, pleas
 

Do you, your children, and their friends
 

Are you renting/leasing
 

If you rent /Iease, has the la to keep foster children? Yes 0 No 0 (If yes, attach written statement from the landlord.)
 

Do,you often havetrouble meetin" ? yes 0 , NoD Where would you turn for help in a financial emergency? _
 
- -_•. ~ - ~=-. - - .. ." ~ :.. ~- ~- -= T-_'--:: __ -.::;= ----.. =~. =-= 

Page 8 of 10 
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CFS-446. EXCERPT 

I. STANDARDS: Prospective foster and adoptive families must be informed of the following 
foster/adoptive home approval standards during the initial visit: Foster homes and ado~tive 
homes must meet the same approval standards. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5)
 

6) Religion - Foster ous preference of children in foster care. 

l,~:,;c~~<":;';:...__7) . Employment  employed outside of the home. In "two l:~.-i ~_~',,~~n<: ~.::;~:;. 
parent famil' 
placem 

ent remain home with the child after the initial 
I I 

caret 
licen 

8) 

rd c ecks must be completed on all members of the househo* age 1'4 
erprint based checks must be completed on all members of tlIe . 
d older. .. 

•	 ChiI ent Central Registry checks must be completed on all household members 
age 10 and older. 

•	 All licensed drivers in the household must have safe driving records, submit to ~ check. of 
their Traffic Vehicle Report (TVR), and agree to report any accident or traffic violation 
within twenty-four (24) hours of occurrence or by the next working day after a weekeqd or 
holiday. 

9) Family should have some knowledge of child growth and development. That knowledge should be 
applied to the following: daily activities, clothing and personal belongings, discipline and control, 
health care, education, religious and ethnic heritage. 

Final Filing 6 
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CFS-446. EXCERPT 

I. STANDARDS: Prospective foster and adoptive families must be informed of the following 
foster/adoptive home approval standards during the initial visit: Foster homes and adoptive 
homes must meet the same approval standards. I 

1) All applicants must attend pre-service training if selected into the program. 

2) 

3) 

Age - Foster parent applicants must be age 21 to 65 years old. Adoptive parent applicants lH~st be age 
21 to 55 years old. To lldopt dtildreH onder tne llge of 3, applieant§ mu§t be under ('ne age of 40. 
See Policy VIU-F I tl)f cuneot standards of age and parenting ability tor )r05 ado )tive Xlrents , 

I. 

ding ,:rB skin 
rds for I 

or re~mburse 

4)
 

5)
 

6) t the religious preference ofchildren in foster care. "i., c',',' 

'If .' "~r"""'~'''''''''''''~'''' 

7) may be employed outside of the home. Initwo
one parent remain home with the child after ~he init~al 

djustment period for the child. Arrangements for a 
time. 11 childcare for children in foster care must be pro~ided by a 
oved as a DCFS visiting resource. 

8) 

ord checks must be completed on all members of the househol,d age 14 
fingerprint based checks must be completed on all members oftre 

'age 16 and older. 

• C altreatment Central Registry checks must be completed on all househol~ members 
ag 0 and older. " 

•	 All licensed drivers in the household must have safe driving records, submit to acheck of 
their Traffic Vehicle Report (TVR), and agree to report any accident or traffic violation 
within twenty-four (24) hours of occurrence or by the next working day after a weekelld or 
holiday. . 

9) Family should have some knowledge of child growth and development. That knowledge should be 
applied to the following: daily activities, clothing and personal belongings, discipline and control, 
health care, education, religious and ethnic heritage. 

Final Filing 6 
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This is an excerpt from CFS-475. 

CFS-475(J) (R. 06/2009) 
Page 2 of 7 

DYes DNo d. If applicable, other children and adults (grandparents, aunts, ni~ces, cqusins, 
etc.) who are a part of the household have been taken into consideration in 
terms of how they might be affected by or have an affect upon ~nother, child? 

DYes DNo e.	 In your household, are you or any other adults cohabiting with a sexual partner 
outside of marria e which is valid under the .COlJstitutionand laws of this state? 

Marriage Stability: 

DYes DNo a.	 Record documents that marriage(s) and/or divorc 

DYes DNo b.	 Applicants have been married
 
marriage?
 

DYes DNo c.	 Approved family foster parents have 
marriage? 

DYes DNo d. 

Children: 

DYes DNo dren in the home, includifl9 the foster 
p o more than eight children physically in the 

II ., 

hom nrelated children in care. yp to eight children 
from th aced in the same home. If a sibling group of more 
than five ( ther. that foster home shall no'~ have more than 
eight children r parent's own chiidren.)DYes DNo 

There are no mo 0 children under age two in the home. There are no 
more than three chi n under the age of six in the home. (This count includes 
children who ally reside in the home of the foster family ~nd foster 

ildren)? 

r approved family foster parent(s) has legal custody orr 
ip of any children in his/her home that are not his/her birth/legal 

or relatives? . 

Family foster parent(s) is not keeping children for more than one child placing 
agency? ' 

Family foster parent(s) is not providing day care services on a regular basis in 
their home? ' , 

Religion: 

DYes DNo a.	 Family foster parent(s) respect religious preferences of the foster child and 
his/her birth/legal family?' 

Final Filing 
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This is an excerpt from CFS-475. 

CFS-475(J) (R. 06/2009) 
Page 2 of 7 

DYes DNa d.	 If applicable, other children and adults (grandparents, aunts, nieces, cousins, 
etc.) who are a part of the household have been taken into consideration in 
terms of how they might be affected by or have an affect upon ~nother child? 

, ' 

DYes DNa e.	 In your household, are you or any other adults cohabiting with a sexual partner 
outside of marria e which is valid under the constituti,or;l.and laws of this state? 

I! 'f 

Marriage Stability: 

DYes DNa a.	 Record documents that marriage(s) and/or n verified? 

DYes DNa b.	 Applicants have been married at leas 
marriage? 

DYes DNa c.	 Approved family foster pare 
marriage? 

DYes DNa e. 

Children: 
. Ij 

no more tha ht (8) children in 'th:~"h6iif~',:'1'~clu~tfng the'lfoster 
n children. (There must be no more than eight children physically in the 

ay be no more than five unrelated children in care. \Jp to eight children 
. ling group may be placed in the same home. If a sibling group of more 
ren are placed together, that foster home shall not have more than 

including the foster parent's own children.)DYes [TINa 

There are no more than two children under age two in the hOrne. There are no 
more than three children under the age of six in the home. (lihis count includes 
children who normally reside in the home of the foster family and foster 
hildren)? ' 

Applicant(s) or approved family foster parent(s) has legal cus~ody or 
guardianship of any children in his/her home that are not his/lher birtr/legal 
children or relatives? 

d. Family foster parent(s) is not keeping children for more than one child placing 
agency? 

DYes DNa e. Family foster parent(s) is not providing day care services on a regular basis in 
their home? 

Religion: 

DYes DNa a. Family foster parent(s) respect religious preferences of the fOster child and 
his/her birth/legal family? I I 
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Department of Human Services 
Division of Children and Family Services 

- ICPC FOSTER CARE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST 

NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 
1: All of the household members must be present at the same time during at least one of the home visits riiade to each 

prospective foster home. ,I 

2: In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants and each will participate in the approval process. 

D Verification that the couple have been married at least two (2) years or divorced one (1) year. 

The 

Tlhe check may 

d in Arkansas for less than five (5) 
tates of residency or work du~ing that 5 

busehold over sixteen (16) years of'age I 

Documentation of sufficient financial resources to meet the 

Evidence that the foster parents are physically, mentally, and 

Acceptable methods of discipline were discussed 

Written plans for childcare if both parents are employe 

Copies of at least three (3) references 

State Criminal Record Checks a 
check ma not be older than twe 

Central Registry Checks are required for all 
not be older than twelve (12) months from 
NOTE: If a proposed placement resource an" 
years, a check for child abuse and neglect will be 
ear eriod 

Department of Motor Vehicles Rec 

FBI fingerprint check is uired on 

Foster Parent Training 

Description of the home, 

Assessment home safe hazards, firearm safety and dangerous pets: 

Proof that ntai secure locked location. 
;L...-------------------~-----___1 

Smoke Detecto in tQ home
-----------------------------1 

Fire Extinguisher(s 'n the home 

CPR Certification is do ted 
"----------------------------,----------1 

First Aid Certification is ct' umented 

D 

D Physical exams that were conducted within the prior 6 months (copies of exam or physician's statement 
required) 

D 

D 

D Medical documentation that all preschool age children in the househ 
immunizations 

D Evaluation and determination that the foster family is stable 

D Documentation that the prospective foster parents are both at least twenty-on 

D Medical documentation that all members of the household over twelve (12) 
Mantoux skin test for tuberculosis. 

D 

D 
D 

D 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the original and two copies of the completed home study to your local i'liaison, county 
supervisor or adoption supervisor as appropriate. 
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I 

Department of Human Services
 
Division of Children and Family Services
 

- ICPC FOSTER CARE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST 

NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 
1: All of the household members must be present at the same time during at least one of the home visits made to each
 

prospective foster home. . .
 
2: In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants and each will participate in the apwoval process. 

D Verification that the couple have been married at least two (2) years. I I 

D Physical exams that were conducted within the prior 6 months (copies of exam or physician's statement 
required) , 

D Evaluation and determination that the foster family is stable,
7h-----7-------1

D Documentation that the prospective foster parents are both at least twenty-one "(21) rs old
,----,...-,----,...------1

D 

D 

D
 
D
 
D
 
D
 
D
 
D 

D 

D
 
D
 
D 
D
 
D
 
D
 
D 
D
 
D
 
D
 

The check may 

in Arkansas for less than'lfive (5) 
'residency or work during that 5 

age fourteen (14) and over. The 
roval. 

over sixteen (16) years ofage 

s, firearm safety and dangerous pets 

locked location. 

Evidence that the foster parents are physically, mentally, and emotionally capa 

Documentation of sufficient financial resources to meet the c eeds. 
::----------'4t=----------1 

Written plans for childcare if both parents are employed outsi 

Central Registry Checks are required for all 
not be older than twelve (12) months fro 
NOTE: If a proposed placement resource a 
years, a check for child abuse and neglect will be 
ear eriod 

Acceptable methods of discipline were discussed 
~----~-

Copies of at least three (3) references 

State Criminal Record Checks 
check ma not be older tha 

Department of Motor Veh' 

FBI fingerprint check i 

Foster Parent Tr . wentatl 

Description of t home, its location an 

Assessment of e safety, including wat 

Proof that all fir s are maintained it!l~ a se 

Smoke Detector( . present in the h~me ,.
::---------1;7---------------------------1

Fire Extinguisher(s) sent in the I~~me,."--------,,, ~ffl.";:-. 

CPR Certification is doc' 

First Aid Certification is documented 

Medical documentation that all members of the household over twelve (12) years old h 
Mantoux skin test for tuberculosis. 

Medical documentation that all preschool age children in the househ 
immunizations 

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the original and two copies of the completed home study to your locall'iaison, county 
supervisor or adoption supervisor as appropriate. . 

CFS-6093 (R. 06-2009)
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Department of Human Services 
Division of Children and Family Services 

• ICPC ADOPTIVE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST 

* In a two (2) parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants and shall each actively participate in the approval 
process. NOTE: Provide verification the couple has been married at least two years. * See Foster Home. Study Checklist 

o The agency caseworker shall have at least two (2) visits with the prospective adoptive family d~ring th!e approval 
process. One (1) of the visits shall be in the home of the adoptive applicant. 

The check 

earm safety and dangerous pets. All firearms 
I 

,":;':;"':~:>. . OJ I 
ot been denied approval as an adoptive home in 

Ii
A statement from the adoptive paren 
the past, and if so, why. 

An assessment of the safety () 
shall be maintained in a secJ;: 

A description of the home, its 10 

A statement regardl 
NOTE: E 

The family's ability to cope with stress, loss a 

The financial status and stability of the family, includin 

The worker shall have a separate, face-to-face interview with each prospective adoptive parent
::--~----:-------1 

The caseworker shall interview each age appropriate member of the household in pe 

Attitudes of the applicant's toward the birth parents, including p 
Resolution of any infertility issues. 

Each member of the adoptive household shall have a physical exam within six(6) 
placement and annually thereafter until final placement. A copy of the PhysicaJ"t 
required. dt' 

The mental health, emotional stability and maturity of the 

Each family member's attitude toward adoption. 

Statement regarding the physical health of all household members. 

Religious affiliation. 

At least three (3) confidential, personal references on th 
the home study.) 

The family's discipline practices. 

The family's motivation for adoption and the desired characteristics of the chi 

The family's child-caring skills and willingness to 

Central Registry Chec 
older tha vtwelve (12) 
family resided or wo 
condu those other 
State C . ecord Che 
ma not han twelv

...:::..:...:--=.:..:..=.c..:~t:=-L...C...;...;":;,,,,;.:..::..:..::....:..:..c:..:..:..:.--=-=e:..::..-':::":"";=';"""::""=.Jc..:....::"':"=-'---- -1 

al 
app . teo 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o A reco.· endation regarding adoption, including the age, sex, characteristics, and special ne~ds of c.hildren best 

served b is0family. 
f-==----+----~"'-------'----------------------------------__1o CPR certt ate  Current or updated to current 
o First Aid Certification 

o Foster I Adopt Pride Certificate - Current or updated to current 

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the original and two copies of the completed home study to your local liaison, county supervisor or adoption 
supervisor as appropriate. 

CFS-S094 tR.OS-2009\ 



Department of Human Services
 
Division of Children and Family Services
 

- ICPC ADOPTIVE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST 

o Each member of the adoptive household shall have a physical exam within six ( onths prior 'to approval for 
placement and annually thereafter until final placement. A copy of the Physic,i!. or Physician's Statement is 
required. I 

__--~--+-------1 o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o
 
o
 

the past, and if so, why. 

o	 A statement re~~ing the results from cri child maltreatment central registry checks.
 
N .' Each record check in the h ust be within the last twelve 12 ri.onths.~,
 

ers age ten (10) and over. The check may not be 
. NOTE: If a proposed placement reso,urce and their 

ess th ~;' ive (5) years, a check for child abuse and negledt will be 
w:.;.,0.:,:r..:.:....:d:.:u.:.:.,rJ:'-'·n~t:..:.ha=t:....:5'--!-e::..:a::.:.r--"--=e-'-ri'-'::0,::.d'--.--:----;-;-:::------c----=----'---:-----;--_ 

II household members age fourteen (14) and over. The check 

req 
T
ap

A reco 
served by 

-==--t---:=-.,----:_=_~ 
Central R~~i cks are required for all hou 
older t n twelv onths from date of. CPC a 
family sided ed in Arkansas fo 
cQJ( hose ot tes of residenc 
~tate Crimina ecord C are required 

,,; i1'iFna not be older than twe months 
;1\

o
o 

c:.:...:d::.:a::..:.te=--=.o,--f.:...:IC:.:P_C=--=arP.r::.p:....::ro:...:.v.=a:..:.1.----------'------------i 

cks for all adults of the household 
residents of a household over the age of sixteen (16). 

ting agency (Arkansas DHSIDCFS) 
mily and their marriage, if applicable, shall be discussed and deterfTIined tp be 

g adoption, including the age, sex, characteristics, and special needslof children best 

o CPR certificate - Current or updated to current 

o First Aid Certification 

o Foster / Adopt Pride Certificate - Current or updated to current 

Resolution of any infertility issues. 

The family's ability to cope with stress, loss and crisis. 

The family's motivation for adoption and the desired characteristics 

Each family member's attitude toward adoption. 

Attitudes of the applicant's toward the birth parents, including p 

The mental health, emotional stability and maturity of the applicants. 

The financial status and stability of the family, includi erification of income a 

At least three (3) confidential, personal references on . (copies of the refer 
the home study.) 

Statement regarding the physical health of all household members. 

A description of the home, its I 
An assessment of the safetyi;t All firearms 
shall be maintained in a secure, 

The family's child-caring skills and willin ess to acquire a 

The family's discipline practices. 

Religious affiliation. 

A statement from the adoptive pare enied approval as an adoptive:home in 

* In a two (2) parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants and shall each actively participate in the approval 
process. NOTE: Provide verification the couple has been married at least two years. * See Foster Home:.study Checklist 

o The agency caseworker shall have at least two (2) visits with the prospective adoptive family during the approval 
process. One (1) of the visits shall be in the home of the adoptive applicant. ' 

o The worker shall have a separate, face-to-face interview with each prospective adoptive parent. 

o The caseworker shall interview each age appropriate member of the household in erson , 

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the original and two copies of the completed home study to your local liaison, county supervisor 'or adoption 
supervisor as appropriate. 
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