PUB-04 — Minimum Licensing Standards (EXCERPT)

200.3 Personal Qualifications/Home Study

1. In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants,
shall each participate in the approval process, and shall provide
verification that they have been married at least two (2) years. '

2. A minor _ may not be adopted or placed in a foster home if the
individual seeking to adopt or to serve as a foster parent is cohabiting
with a sexual partner outside of marriage which is valid under ,the
constitution and laws of this state.

&
The prohibition of this section applies equally 1o, cohabltlnq opp03|te-

sex and same-sex individuals.

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerp

300.2 Approval Process of Prospective Homes%

o

1. Inatwo- -parent home, the husband and wife sh%ll\be joint, appllcants
shall each actively participate’. e, approval brocess and shall
provide verification that they have b ried at Iea“f t two (2) years
to the social workerégr%ency conducg. d home study that they
have been marriedsat Ieast two (2) y:

2. A minor mav”&no Iaced in_a_foster .home ifithe
individual seeking

The agency shall ensure there is a completed home study for each
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|  PUB-04 — Minimum Licensing Standards (EXCERPT)

200.3 Personal Qualifications/Home Study

1.

In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint appllcalnts
shall each participate in the approval process, and shall provnde
verification that they have been married at least two (2) years.

!

A minor may not be adopted or placed in a foster home if lsthe

individual seeking to adopt or to serve as a foster parent is cohabiting

with a sexual partner outside of marriage which is valid under.|the
constitution and laws of this state. :

300.2.
1.

2.

Ve
(Text not affected has been removed for th_is excerpt)

The prohibition of this section applies equallvt
sex and same-sex individuals. #°
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Publication 30 Family Foster Home Handbook (Excerpt)

APPROVAL, TRAINING, AND SUPPORT OF FAMILY FOSTER HOMES AND RELATIVE
FOSTER FAMILY HOMES

Family Foster Home and Relative Foster Home Approval Process
The process of preparing and evaluating prospective family foster parents is termed a family foster ‘home ;
assessment. An assessment will be conducted prior to the placement of a child in one’s home. '

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)

There can be no roomers or boarders in the home. Family members are not considered roomers or

boarders. Households will be assessed based on the caretaker(s) ability to parent a child in foster care. |

Other children and adults who are part of the household will be evaluated on the basis of how they will
affect the successful development of a child in foster care Household; that contam an adult who is

[

approval) and have a doctor's rece
foster parent and every famlly memb
members of th
tuberculosis and

r's shall receive a Mantoux skin test for,
to meet the standards for re-certification.

any of the family members will be evaluated to det;ermine:
s family's ablhty to provide adequate care for a child and how'

|
marriage and evidence of stable marriage of at least two (2) years
jation must be provided. Not only will an unstable marriage or family:
situation have a negaf Jon children in foster care that have been placed in the home, but the
special problems of somié*children in foster care could contribute to the break-up of an already unstable

marriage or the permanent disruption of an already unstable family situation.. If foster parents dlvorce,
the Resource Worker will complete a re-evaluation of the home to determine if the family still meets all

other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children placed in the home.

.
duration and ‘sta
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‘Publication 30 Family Foster Home Handbook (Excerpt)

APPROVAL, TRAINING, AND SUPPORT OF FAMILY FOSTER HOMES AND RELATIVE
FOSTER FAMILY HOMES

Family Foster Home and Relative Foster Home Approval Process

The process of preparing and evaluating prospective family foster parents is termed a family foster home
assessment. An assessment will be conducted prior to the placement of a child in one’s home. i

(Text not affectéd has been removed for this excerpt)

There can be no roomers or boarders in the home. Family members are not considered roomers or
boarders. Households will be assessed based on the caretaker(s) ability to parent a child in foster'care
Other children and adults who are part of the household will be evaluated on the«bagns of how they will
affect the successful development of a child in foster care. Households thif tainnan adult who is
cohabiting with a sexual partner outside of a marriage which is valid under He constit tion and Iaws of
this state, may not particige in foster care. This prohibition applies et ly to cohal:’ ing opposite-sex

reaches age 65;

¢ Health - All household family.
approval) and have a doctor's=re
foster parent and every famity my

,t e exam yearly to remain in compllance Al
han twelve (12) years shall receive a Mantoux skin test for -
tuberculosis and thereaft SFmust repeat the test yearly to meet the standards for re-certification. !
Household members' wnth a  po t-must provide documentation every year certlfylﬁlg that

they are frée from comn : '

disabilities of any of the family members will be evaluated to det'c"ermine
:has on the family's ability to provide adequate care for a child and how |

o Proof of marriage and evidence of stable marriage of at least two (2) years
table family. situation must be provided._Not only will an unstable marriage or’ family -
situation have*a:h egatlve effect on children in foster care that have been placed in the home, but the
special problems & ‘some children in foster care could contribute to_the break-up of an already unstable
marriage or the perinanent disruption of an already unstable family situation.;proof-of-divoreefor-at least
%WWWMFMMM%MWWEH
divorced-for-less-than-one-year-and-meets-all-otherlicensingstandards. If foster parents divorce, the

Resource Worker will complete a re-evaluation of the home to determine if the fam mily still meets all.
other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of the children placed in the home. ane#ebeam—an

Alternative-Complianee:
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| Publication 22 Standards for Approval of Family Foster Homes (Excerpt)

6.0

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)

FAMILY FOSTER HOME STANDARDS

Standards for family foster homes are established to assure good care and growth-producing living experiences in a
safe home environment for every child in foster care under supervision of the child placing agency. These written
standards are used to determine the suitability of applicants to be family foster parents. .

Members and Phx;ical Standards
s a family foster-home.

Standards are categorized as Character, Suitability and Qualifications for the Fa
for the home. Standards are to be met by the family for the duration of their s

5. Family Composition: The family should contain two
needed in order to provnde maximum opportunmes for pe

children. Other children and adults (grandpalg
assessed on the basis of how they might be affe
effect they themselves mnght have

Marriage Verification a
stability sha|| be considered.

iag requirement can only be made for relatnve pIacements,
years of marriage.

family to determine if the'f;

[Fmeets all other licensing standards to ensure the health and safety of
the hom 4 '! l

¥
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| Publication 22 Standards for Approval of Family Foster Homes (Excerpt)

6.0

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)

FAMILY FOSTER HOME STANDARDS .

i
Standards for family foster homes are established to assure good care and growth-producing living experiences in a
safe home environment for every child in foster care under supervision of the child placing agency. These written
standards are used to determine the suitability of applicants to be family foster parents. :

and Phy5|cal Standards
Joster home

Standards are categorized as Character, Suitability and Qualifications for the Family Members
for the home. Standards are to be met by the family for the duration of their service;

5. Family Composition: The family should contain two parents;za mother;and aja ler. Both parents are

needed in order to provide maximum opportunities for person it develo o) ’éhlldren\ in foster care.
Exceptions will be considered for single parent households o_ the appllcants special
qualifications to fulfill the needs of a particular chlld in foster care single parent household is
acceptable for those children whose need for a two-parent householdtis hot a o‘?'*ﬁ"‘mal aspect of the care
required. Single applicants with professional training, st
children. Other children and adults (grandparg
assessed on the basis of how they might be aff
effect they themselves might have on the child
roomers or boarders. The family m

of the hou'sehold shall be
m foster care and also the
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POLICY VI-A _
OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT CRITERIA (EXCERPT)

06/2009

The state of Arkansas is not a voluntary placement state. The removal of a child from his home must occur
pursuant to a judicial order placing custody of the child with the Department. When a child is 11? the
custody of the Department of Human Services, DCFS shall ensure that the out-of-home placement is in the
best interest of the child, is the least restrictive possible, is matched to the child’s physical and therapeutic
needs, and is close in proximity to the child’s parents and the child’s school. A child of a parent who is
in DHS custody, is also considered a dependent juvenile and is eligible to receive foster care maintenance
payments and is deemed to be a recipient of aid to families with dependent children. Titles XIX and XX
services will be available to the child in the state in which the child resides. :

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)
Placement shall be chosen:

e To ensure the health and safety of a child;

o To ensure that caretakers have the skills and training sufficient to deali‘?\“&it\h the child’s special ‘needs

and any disabling condition; and a}%
e

%

7
3

v |
vent in the school the

Fl

. A5 ) e (;‘3‘ . s d !
A minor may not be adopted or placéd in a foster home if the individual séeking to adopt or to serve

cohabiting with a sexual partner outside 0f.a marriage which is'Valid under the constitution and laws
tung s ;

2y
5
|

k2

g

sty
or boarders:#*Family membérs;are not cons
mb act

=

% G e o B Y ..
DCEFS shall r;;g place or permit a child in foster care:to remain in any home where there are roomers

ereéd roomers or boarders. An assessment mﬂst be

r’s imp
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POLICY VI-A
OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT CRITERIA (EXCERPT) |
06/2009 - :

The state of Arkansas is not a voluntary placement state. The removal of a child from his home mustioccur
pursuant to a judicial order placing custody of the child with the Department. When a child is in the
custody of the Department of Human Services, DCFS shall ensure that the out-of-home placement is)in the
best interest of the child, is the least restrictive possible, is matched to the child’s physical and therapeutic

needs, and is close in proximity to the child’s parents and the child’s school. A child of a parent who is }

in DHS custody, is also considered a dependent juvenile and is eligible to receive foster care mainte":nance ‘
payments and is deemed to be a recipient of aid to families with dependent chilggé gewTitles XIX and XX
’Xﬂ |

services will be available to the child in the state in which the child resides.

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)
Placement shall be chosen:
o To ensure the health and safety of a child; ’ .

i
¢ To ensure that caretakers have the skills and training sufficient
and any disabling condition; and

¢ To keep the child in close proximity to the fdi
child attended before placement.

there may’not be any other adults in the home

his state.

e ]

DCFS shall not&plac-e or permitva i;,h’ild“i fdstér care to remain in any home where there are roomers
4l lflembe%gﬁre not ¢onsidered roomers or boarders. An assessment must be
conducted on ea¢ ; ily membgc;r’s impact on the child and the child’s impact on each #hé family
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| PROCEDURE VI-Al |
i Out-of-Home Placement Criteria (EXCERPT)
06/2009

The Family Service Worker will: f
e Consider placement with appropriate relatives in a licensed or approved foster home. -

e  Conduct a review of the home that will include: "

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt) \ !

The FSW will:

l nsure Lha( Lhc almhcam hbtkln&‘ 10 adopt or survc dsﬁé
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PROCEDURE VI-Al
Out-of-Home Placement Criteria (EXCERPT) | |

06/2009

The Family Service Worker will:
e  Consider placement with appropriate relatives in a licensed or approved foster home.

e Conduct a review of the home that will include:

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)

The child is in the custody of the department, therefore, the child shall re

s a foster paréut is notieohabiting with a

g0 LN
ifthis state; g,

2

L

marciage which is valid under the constitution an

. y N
il with a sexua%varmer outside of a,

J

d laws GEthis state.
T
E Y

ex and same-sex_individua

" 1

4 | o
fHect the successful development of a
sticianembers of the home: and ' ;

is.in the best interest of the child’
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POLICY VII-A: FOSTER PARENT RECRUITMENT, TRAINING
APPROVAL, RE-EVALUATION AND RETENTION (EXCERPT)
06/2009

Foster care is a team effort involving DCFS, the family foster parents, the foster child, and the
custodial/non-custodial parents. When all those directly involved in the situation understand thelr
own and each others’ roles and cooperate as team members in a team effort, the quality of the
experience for all is increased, and the effect on the child’s future well-being is greatly mﬂuenced
See “Family Foster Parent Handbook” (PUB-30) for responsibilities of the Foster Care Team.) .

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt) -

The Division shall recruit a sufficient number of foster parents to ensufé*’%hat all children are placed
in the least restrictive, most family like setting that meets the child’s mdnvndual needs. The Dmsmn !
shall diligently recruit potential foster families that reflect the ethnic and racial wrversnty of children
in DHS custody for whom a foster home is needed. Recruitmentof new foster families is an on-gomg
activity for which Area and County staff are mainly responsib"] _ e achieved by
several means including participation from current foster parents, “de ymeit .o local and |
statewide media campaigns and through the use of contact w;th\tﬁ%mmumty organiza; ‘
Division will employ the use of the Family Foster@ome Needs Assegsment to assist wrth speclﬂc !
county recruitment efforts. The Family Foster Homie Needs Assessment Wﬂl also be utilized in the -
development of the Foster Home Recruitment Pla I ted ecruitment.of pecialized ‘foster ;

Single Applicant
e A single person may apply t

Married Agplicant

Divorced Applica
e An applicant who lS

ivorced mav apply to become a foster parent.

The Division shall place children in approved foster homes where the foster parents have
satisfactorily completed the Division’s pre-service training curriculum, have been cleared through
the Central Registry and through a state criminal records background check. \
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POLICY VII-A: FOSTER PARENT RECRUITMENT, TRAINING !
APPROVAL, RE-EVALUATION AND RETENTION (EXCERPT)
06/2009

Foster care is a team effort involving DCFS, the family foster parents, the foster child, amli the
custodial/non-custodial parents. When all those directly involved in the situation understand’thelr i
own and each others’ roles and cooperate as team members in a team effort, the quality of the
experience for all is increased, and the effect on the child’s future well-being is greatly mﬂuenced
See “Family Foster Parent Handbook” (PUB-30) for responsibilities of the Foster Care Team.) |

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)

gg The Division
versity of children .

i
lS an on-goin

activity for which Area and County staff are mamly re ‘SIble Recrumnent can cgievled by
several means including participation from current "fostér parents, development '
statewide media campaigns and through the use Aéof contact
Division will employ the use of the Family Foster Home Need (assist with speclﬁc
county recruitment efforts. The Family Foster Home Needs Assessm t will a]éo be utilized 'in the .
development of the Foster Home Recrulg_ﬁ i i of specialized !foster

in the least restrictive, most family like setting that meets the chqryldl;’%s indivi 12
shall diligently recruit potential foster famllles that reﬂect the ethmc&ﬁnd raci

L

!

oint applicants, and each shall actlvglv
== =y ks

Married Applicants L
e In a two-parent h g, the husband . wife sha
participate in the apQ %‘ dl.process.

A minor i *‘%ﬁ‘o be adopb@;’or placed*iﬁ a foster _home if the individual seeking to adopt or to
£ parent is cohabltm %th a_sexual partner outside of marriage which is valid

Divorced Agplleant

+  An applicant whﬁﬁs divorced mu

ecourterder—may apply to become a foster parent

The Division shall place children in approved foster homes where the foster parents have
satisfactorily completed the Division’s pre-service training curriculum, have been cleared through
the Central Registry and through a state criminal records background check.
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PROCEDURE VII A-1: Foster Parent Recruitment (EXCERPT)
6/2009 '

The purpose of foster parent recruitment is to increase the number of qualified, trained family foster parents
in Arkansas through the recruitment process. Each Area will develop Recruiters to assist in the recruipnent
process. Each Area will develop an annual recruitment plan to be initiated at the beginning of each fiscal !
year. The Family Foster Home Needs Assessment (CFS-445) will be utilized in the development ?f the
recruitment plan. The CFS-445 will be conducted at least annually. The plan will outline ongoing ,

recruitment efforts for the Area.

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt) \

e  Married Applicants Procedure: _ %%%& a !
Check the date of the marriage license. Ensure that at least two years haveﬁﬁggsed from the date of -
the marriage on the marriage license. If the couple is apg} magﬁto become a K@l%tive Foster Home
and the marriage is less than two years old, prepargsa‘res Grzan.alteriative compliance. |

Submit the alternative compliance request for approval throu% € reces ;

Foster Home, deny the application. . “%%
%

o . .
5a re-evaluatioh shall be conducted
: licénsing .standards to ensure the

¢ Divorced Applicants Procedure:
In situations where existing foster families become

on the family to determine if the family still meet

health and safety of the children staced'in the home.
N

all off

d

f

¢ Cohabitation: sl
A minor may not be placed in a*fo§;
cohabiting with a sexual partner ou
laws of this stdte. This prohibition®

individuals.;Additionally, there may not
marriage which is ,%alid

r adults in the home cohabiting with al

the constitution and laws of this state.

sexual .
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PROCEDURE VII A-1: Foster Parent Recruitment (EXCERPT)
6/2009

The purpose of foster parent recruitment is to increase the number of qualified, trained family foster parents
in Arkansas through the recruitment process. Each Area will develop Recruiters to assist in the recriitment
process. Each Area will develop an annual recruitment plan to be initiated at the beginning of each fiscal’
year. The Family Foster Home Needs Assessment (CFS-445) will be utilized in the development of the
recruitment plan. The CFS-445 will be conducted at least annually. The plan will outline ongomgt
recruitment efforts for the Area. . .

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)

e Married Applicants Procedure: / LN /&
Check the date of the marrlage license. Ensure that at least two years hav 'd from the date of

If the marriage is less than two (2) years old and the co
Foster Home, deny the application.

Divorced Apphcants Proccdure

; 4 ma%w&—eemphaﬂee—and—sabmﬁ
ns wheiy existing foster families thecome
ly:to determine if the family still meets all

§3r

.t>gpplles equ

zﬂy to cohabltm;, opposite- scx and %1nc sex

| Final Filing
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PROCEDURE VII-A3: Approval of Foster Home (EXCERPT)
6/2009

Prospective foster families must complete a home evaluation as part of the process to become an appfoved
foster family. A family can be evaluated by designated Division staff or by staff contracted through the
Mid South Training Academy.

(Text not affected has been removed for this except)
Single Applicant ;

A single person may apply to become a foster parent.
*{‘f}\ ]

Married Applicants P
In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants, and each’

employment. and length of employment. Requests for alternative:compliance ¥o-year minimum

marriage requirement may only be made for relative placements:

Divorced Applicants )
A divorced person may apply to become a foster parent.¢.

Cohabiting Applicants ]
Persons cohabiting with a sexual partner outsi ichiishvalid undér the constitution and .
laws of this state, may not apply to beconi® 4 faster parent. Thi prohi fies equally to cohabiting

state.
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PROCEDURE VII-A3: Approval of Foster Home (EXCERPT)
6/2009

Prospective foster families must complete a home evaluation as part of the process to become an appﬁoved
foster family. A family can be evaluated by designated Division staff or by staff contracted throug%x the
Mid South Training Academy. :
(Text not affected has been removed for this except)

Single Applicant
A single person may apply to become a foster parent.

Married Applicants W
In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants, and each's]

the approval process. They shall provide verification of marriage of atléast two
be stable. Some examples of stability include the length of the relationishi

e, o
years,

employment, and length of employment. Requests for alternati\;g-* compliané’a‘&;gn the
marriage requirement may only be made for relative placemen i RN

Divorced Applic

an

s

divorced pers

Cohabiting Applicants - =N

Persons cohabiting with a sexual pqm'iér outsidé’of a marri
laws of this state, may not apply to’bec 1

opposite-sex _and same-sex_individuals.

of this '

cohabiting with a sexual partner outside of 2% ania'gwé Wh
state. "

ich’is valid under the constitution and laws
. i
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POLICY VIII-F: FOSTER PARENT, RELATIVE FOSTER PARENT,

AND RELATIVE ADOPTION (EXCERPT)
06/2009

The Division supports adoption by a foster parent or relative foster parent, who has a well established
relationship with the child in their care and who expresses an interest in adoption, without regard to any
racial or ethnic differences if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. The Division also

supports adoption by a relative, who is not presently caring for the child and who expresses an mterest in -
adoption if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. Each family and child will be carefully '

assessed and prepared for adoption. The Division provides pre-placement services for relative adoptlons to

move children into adoptive families in a timely manner. A foster child placed in an adoptlve home

continues status as a foster child until finalization of the adoptlon and the adoption sub51dy is initiated.

Prior to the finalization of the adoption, post-placement services are prov1 ed and services to preserve

adoptive famllles are offered after the adoption is finalized.

&
Before placement of a child in the home of the adoptive parent, a h study will be conducted. Thethome
study shall address whether the adoptive home is a suitable home/,ﬁ 1d shallinclude a recommendatlon asto
the approval of the petitioner as an adoptive parent. : .

Final Filing ' 1
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POLICY VIII-F: FOSTER PARENT, RELATIVE FOSTER PARENT

AND RELATIVE ADOPTION (EXCERPT)
06/2009

The Division supports adoption by a foster parent or relative foster parent, who has a well established |
relationship with the child in their care and who expresses an interest in adoption, without regard to any
racial or ethnic differences if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. The D1v1510n also .
supports adoption by a relative, who is not presently caring for the child and who expresses an mterest in
adoption if such a placement is in the best interest of the child. Each family and child will be carefully :

assessed and prepared for adoption. The Division provides pre-placement services for relative adoptlons to
move children into adoptive families in a timely manner. A foster child pldéeédiin an adoptive: thome
continues status as a foster child until finalization of the adoptlon and th %’iﬁ i

Prior to the finalization of the adoption, post-placement services are Bro
adoptive families are offered after the adoption is finalized. 1

Before placement of a child in the home of the adoptive parent, a home st:;%y? will b;% mducted. The home °

W

study shall address whether the adoptive home is a suitable home, and shall lnélude are endation as to
the approval of the petitioner as an adoptive parent. 2

Final Filing
Page 1 of 1

1




PROCEDURE VIII-F1: Staffing and Recommendations (EXCERPT)
06/2009

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)

Residency to determine jurisdiction over an adoption may be established in accordance with one Qf the
three following sets of criteria:
1. A child under the age of six (6) months is a resident of Arkansas if:
e  The biological mother resided in Arkansas for more than 4 months prior to the child’s birth, and |
¢  The child was born in Arkansas or in any city which adjoins the state line or is separated only bya '
navigable river from an Arkansas city which adjoins the state line, and :
e The child remains in this state until the interlocutory decree has b
nonresident adoptive family, upon receipt of Interstate Compacts
(MCPC) approval, the child and the prospective adoptive parents may<g
residence and subsequently may return to Arkansas for a hearing on the petmon for adoptlon
2. A child over the age of six (6) months is a resident of Arkansas.if that child: ?
e  Has resided in this state for at least six (6) months eﬁ‘%gd '
¢ Currently resides in Arkansas, and ¢ ) % »
e Is present in this state when the petmon for adoption 13&”%% and heard by=a, court of |
competent jurisdiction.
3. A person seeking to adopt is a resident of Arkan
e  Occupies a dwelling within the state, and :
e Has a present intent to remain w1th1n the state ﬁ)r ape
e  Manifests the genuineness ofAha%élntent through'a.n on ;
together with indications that d

entered. Or in the casfe ofa '

Age:

Applicant is:

e At least twenty-one (21) years 0 £ -

e A primary caregiver that is at an age/so that it can be antiCipated that the caregiver can actlvely
parent the childgsnto adulthood. Th%fﬁ% ssment w}é%“be made by the Adoption Spemahst when
determining what is in the best interests of

3  child(en) to be adopted.
Generally, at least a'ten-year age difference and n %}han a 45-year age difference between the chxld

two-parent home, thc
cipate in the approval pr

¢ g{ge§s and shall provide verification that they have been maJrled at’
“two years. The m ‘age

hall be stable.

i

The FSW wi
1. Ensure that th icant seeking to adopt or serve as a foster parent is not cohabiting w1th a
sexual partner outside of marriage, which is valid under the laws of this state.

2. Ensure that there are no cohabiting adults in the home cohabiting with a sexual partner outside of a-
marriage which is valid under the constitution and laws of this state. :

This applies equally to cohabiting opposite-sex and same-sex individuals.

Divorced
e A person, who is divorced, may apply to adopt.

Single
e A single person may apply to adopt.
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PROCEDURE VIII-F1: Staffing and Recommendations (EXCERPT)
06/2009

(Text not affected has been removed for this excerpt)
Residency to determine jurisdiction over an adoption may be established in accordance with one of the
three following sets of criteria: :
1. A child under the age of six (6) months is a resident of Arkansas if:
e The biological mother resided in Arkansas for more than 4 months prior to the child’s birth, and
e  The child was born in Arkansas or in any city which adjoins the state line or is separated only by a
navigable river from an Arkansas city which adjoins the state line, and
e The Chlld remams in this state until the mterlocutory decree has been;,e

: Qr in the case ofa

(MCPC) approval, the child and the prospective adoptive par 5
residence and subsequently may return to Arkansas for a hear;ﬁg on the
2. A child over the age of six (6) months is a resident of Arkanfas fithat child:
e Has resided in thls state for at least six (6) months, and %%e

e A primary caregiver that is at
parent the child into adulthood.

1ag§§shall be stable. )

1. Ensure ﬂl_t the applicant seeking to adopt or serve as a foster parent is not cohabiting w1th a

sexual Dartner gutside of marriage. which is valid under the laws of this state.

2. Ensure that there are no cohabiting adults in the home cohabiting with a sexual partner out51de of a

marriage which is valid under the constitution and laws of this state.

This applies equally to cohabiting opposite-sex and same-sex individuals.

Divorced
e A person, who is divorced mu

Single
e A single person may apply to adopt.
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CFS 400 Excerpt For Central Office Use

00.Arkansas Department of Human Services Approved By:
Division of Children and Family Services

Adoption/Foster Home Study Application

Applicants: Failure to supply complete and accurate information may result in a delay

Date:

Initials:

in processing the application.
Instructions: Please provide the information requested on this application. Attach additional pages as nec
Is this an application for Adoption [ ] Foster Care

to which you are responding.

ry and reference th

Prospective Father’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Prospective Mother’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Street Address or P.O. Box

city State | 2ip wed, Single)
Home Phone :
Prospective Father’s Work# Celi# (Prospective Mother's status)
Prospective Mother’'s Work# Cell#
. Date of Birth Highest Grade
Applicant (Month, day, year) Race Completed
Prospective Father
Prospective Mother
OTHERS IN HOME AND CHILDRE]
‘ ' .@} Place of Employment
Date of Birth Place of Birth Relati9nship to or
Last Name (Include year (City, State) Applicant(s) School & Grade
Page 1 of 10 — _ —
Final Filing

07/2009)



FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS, CONTINUED

How do you and your family spend your leisure time?

How would you describe your housekeeping standards? i

Does anyone help you with the housekeeping chores? Yes[ ] No [] (Ilf yes, who and what do the@d )
4. v

i

Please list the kinds of pets you have and their names:

Is there anything unusual about your home and/or yard? (E.g.

(If yes, please explain)

Do you have a swimming pool? Yes (] No []  (If yes, how doy¢

(If yes, please explain)

Please describe the room where the ado

If you rent /lease, has the landlord giv % eep foster children? Yes [ ] No[] (If yes, attach written statement from the landlord.)

7 Nol:| - Where would you turn for help in a financial emergency?

- S - ... .. ... _...... . Page8ofl0

Final Filing
07/2009)



CFS 400 Excerpt

00.Arkansas Department of Human Services
Division of Children and Family Services
Adoption/Foster Home Study Application

Applicants: Failure to supply complete and accurate information may res&gtl
in processmg the application. ’

For Central Office Use
Approved By:
Date:

Initials:

Instructions: Please provide the information requested on this application. Attachadditional pages as necessary and re’f§
Is this an application for Adoptlon 0 Fostercare[] vth .<

i

Lo

o,which you are responding.

i*  Directions to Home
Prospective Father’s Name (Last, First, Middle) '

Prospective Mother’s Name (Last, First, Middle)

Street Address or P.O. Box

Gty ‘ State _ ap Widowed, Single)
Home Phone
Prospective Father’s Work# Cell# (Prospective Mother's status)
Prospective Mother's Work# Cell#
. Date of Birth Highest Grade
Applicant (Month, day, year) Race Completed

Prospective Father - '

Prospective Mother
OTHERS IN HOME AND CHILDREN AWAY FROM H

‘ : Place of Employment
Home? | Date of Birth Place of Birth Relationship to or
Last Name (Yes/No) | (Include year) (City, State) Applicant(s) School & Grade

Final Filing
07/2009)
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i

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS, CONTINUED

!
How do you and your family spend your leisure time? 1

i

How would you describe your housekeeping standards?
Does anyone help you with the housekeeping chores? Yes[] No []

Please list the kinds of pets you have and their names:

Is there anything unusual about your home and/or yard? (E.g., som

(If yes, please explain)

Do you have a swimming pool? Yes[] No[] (If yes, h
' <

(If yes, attach written statement from the landlord.)

NoD Where would you turn for help ina f‘ nancnal emergency"

, e e . o L o - o Page 8 of 10
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CFS-446. EXCERPT

I. STANDARDS: Prospective foster and adoptive families must be informed of the followmg
foster/adoptive home approval standards during the initial visit: Foster homes and adoptlve
homes must meet the same approval standards.

1) All applicants must attend pre-service training if selected into the program.

2) Age — Foster parent applicants must be age 21 to 65 years old See Policy VIII-F1 for currenté
standards of age and parenting ability for prospective adoptive parents.

3) Health — Requirements: Physical examinations for each member of the h : hold, including 1 TB skin
tests for all members of the household age 12 and older and copies of 1ﬁmﬁ%uatlon records for

children. The Division of Children and Family Services will not pay for the \shy@g}cals nor re1mburse
families for the cost of the physicals.

home. Family members are not con51dered roomers or ,f ,
itiage license ar%/or cugen :

5) There will be no more than five (5) , :ome The foster famrly
home may care for more children ] er. The foster family home shall not
have more than eight (8) chrldf“‘g thei :cludmg thein own chrldren Foster famrly homes
shall not have more than two (2) chi d%%‘the ‘age of two {2

own children. ) i

> parent remain home with the child after the 1n1t1a1
md an initial a¢ Justment perlod for the child. Arrangements for a

8)

older. FBI ﬁr{ erprint based checks must be completed on all members of the
sehold age %@and older.

‘:i ment Central Registry checks must be completed on all household members
age 10 and older. ' ‘f

o All licensed drivers in the household must have safe driving records, submit to a check of
their Traffic Vehicle Report (TVR), and agree to report any accident or traffic v1olatlon
within twenty-four (24) hours of occurrence or by the next working day after a weekend or
holiday.

9) Family should have some knowledge of child growth and development. That knowledge should be
applied to the following: daily activities, clothing and personal belongings, discipline and control
health care, educatlon religious and ethnic heritage.

Final Filing 6
Page 1 of 1




CFS-446. EXCERPT

I. STANDARDS: Prospective foster and adoptive families must be informed of the followmg
foster/adoptive home approval standards during the initial visit: Foster homes and adoptlve

homes must meet the same approval standards.
1) All applicants must attend pre-service training if selected into the program.

2) Age Foster parent apphcants must be age 21 to 65 years old—

3) Health — Requirements: Physical examinations for each member of the hc
tests for all members of the household age 12 and older and copies of im

with a sexual partner outside of marriage which is valid, under‘% ‘
The prohibition applies equally to cohabltmg JngSlteé§ex and s“

5) There will be no more than five (5) unrel ¢ foster home. The foster fam11y _
home may care for more children ifthey ther. “The foster family home shall not
have more than eight (8) chlldre% heir ho e i'own children. Foster famrly[homes

shall not have more than two (2) childte i€ %e age of two (2) years, including the foster parents

‘ own children.
= ..z.  6) Religion - Foster and at @p ive parents shall réspect the religious preference of children in f_o“"?te_r Care. v . oo
: < % i s . . T Y

T e—— 7)

;s %ay be employed outside of the home. Injtwo-

d } %ea ne parent remain home with the child after the initial
ovide securit; ,\aﬁ?f an 1nk§“ad_|ustment period for the child. Arrangements for a

nade aheaﬁﬁof time. All childcare for children in foster care must be prov1ded by a
proved as a DCFS visiting resource.

record checks must be completed on all members of the household age 14
. and'ojder. FBI ﬁngerprmt based checks must be completed on all members of the
%%shousehozldage 16 and older.

J C ild;Maltreatment Central Registry checks must be completed on all household members
age’] 0 and older.

e
|

’ * All licensed drivers in the household must have safe driving records, submit to a check of

! their Traffic Vehicle Report (TVR), and agree to report any accident or traffic \{.iolation

1 within twenty-four (24) hours of occurrence or by the next working day after a weekend or
‘ holiday.

9) Family should have some knowledge of child growth and development. That knowledge should be
applied to the following: daily activities, clothing and personal belongings, discipline and control,
health care, education, reli gious and ethnic heritage.

Final Filing _ 6
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This is an excerpt from CFS-475.

CFS-475(J) (R. 06/2009)
Page 2 of 7
[Jves [JNo d. If applicable, other children and adults (grandparents, aunts, nieces, cousms
etc.) who are a part of the household have been taken into con5|derat|on in
terms of how they might be affected by or have an affect upon another child?

[Jves [INo e. In your household, are you or any other adults cohabiting with a sexual partner
outside of marriage WhICh is valid under the co titution and |aws of this state?

Marriage Stability: : i

[OYes [JNo a. Record documents that marriage(s) and/or divorce: :

CYes DNo b. Applicants have been married af WO Y g trs;:\te a sfable
marriage? : 1

OYes [INo

Approved family foster parents have de
marriage?

CIYes [INo d. An approved single"
submitted to the Assistar
forwarded to the Division

Criminal Record and Ce ._,ral Regls

o
ezezupcommg wedding date,grm

'mrectorwnl forwarg the reques!

o

) Upon approval, the
elfare Licensing Board

Children:
Cyes [JNo a.

ren in the home, including the foster
10 more than eught chlldren physncally in the

: t%o children under age two in the home. There are no
more than three ch d%y under the age of six in the home. (This count includes
*”}’rmally reside in the home of the foster family and foster

CJYes [ONo ¢. ppli s)or approved family foster parent(s) has legal custody or i

childrer or relatives?

Clyes DNo

Family foster parent(s) is not keeping children for more than one Chlld placing
 agency?

Family foster parent(s) is not providing day care services on a reguler basis in
their home?

Religion:

[CJyes [[IJNo a. Family foster parent(s) respect religious preferences of the foster child and
his/her birth/legal family?

Final Filing
Page 1 of 1




This is an excerpt from CFS-475.

CFS-475(J) (R. 06/2009)

Page 2 of 7

Final Filing
Page 1 of 1

[JYes [JNo d. If applicable, other children and adults (grandparents, aunts, meces cousins,
etc.) who are a part of the household have been taken into consideration in
terms of how they might be affected by or have an affect upon another child?

CJYes [JNo e. Inyour household, are you or any other adults cohabiting with a sexual partner
outS|de of marrraqe which is valid under the constrt ti nd Iaws of thrs state?

Marriage Stability:
CYes [INo a. . i : eﬁn verified?
[CJYes [JNo b.

Applicants have been married at least t 3 é’nstrfate a stable
marriage? !

CYes .I:I No

CYes I:_INo

] oF (Jhg request will include tralmng completed
ral Reqgistry. ch ‘””ks on the new spouse personal

Children:
[Jves [INo a.

no more than erght (8) children in the home includ mg the foster
wn children. (There must be no more than elght children physncally in the

There are no more than two children under age two in the home. There are no
more than three children under the age of six in the home. (This count includes
children who normally reside in the home of the foster family and foster
ﬁ%&:hlldren)'? : .

t. Applicant(s) or approved family foster parent(s) has lega!l custody or
guardianship of any children in his/her home that are not his/her birth/legal
children or relatives?

[Jyes [[JNo d. Family foster parent(s) is not keeping children for more than one child placing
: agency?

[JYes [JNo e. Family foster parent(s) is not providing day care services on a regular basis in
their home?

Religion:

[JYes [(JNo a. Family foster parent(s) respect religious preferences of the foster child and
his/her birth/legal family?



Department of Human Services
Division of Children and Family Services

- ICPC FOSTER CARE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST -

NOTE THE FOLLOWING:
1: All of the household members must be present at the same t|me during at least one of the home visits made to each
prospective foster home. i t

2: In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants and each will participate in the approval process.

Verification that the couple have been married at least two (2) years-er-divoreed-one-{1)-year.

Physical exams that were conducted within the prior 6 months (copies of exam or phyS|C|an ] statement
required) : ‘

Evaluation and determination that the foster family is stable

Documentation of sufﬂment financial resources to meet the 6&’ iéi s needs.
Written plans for childcare if both parents are employed utsnde”*the home.
Acceptable methods of discipline were discussed '

Copies of at least three (3) references

N O o )

1as resided or worked in Arkansas for less than: five (5)

NOTE: If a proposed placement resource and»tt?é
ose o;@gﬁates of residency or work during that 5

years, a check for child abuse and neglect will be cof |
year period
State Criminal Record Checks arg reqwred for aII i
check may not be older than twel""“ ~

The

1

Fire Extinguisher(sj‘are presentin the home
CPR Certification is doot
First Aid Certification is

I |

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the orlglnal and two copies of the completed home study to your local tllalson county
supervisor or adoption supervisor as appropriate.

CFS-6093 (R. 06-2009)




Department of Human Services
Division of Children and Family Services

- ICPC FOSTER CARE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST - -

NOTE THE FOLLOWING:

1: All of the household members must be present at the same time during at least one of the home visits made to each
prospective foster home.

2: In a two-parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants and each will participate in the approval process

Verification that the couple have been married at least two (2) years.

Physical exams that were conducted within the prior 6 months (copies of exam or physncnan s statement
required) |

Evaluation and determination that the foster family is stable
Documentation that the prospective foster parents are both at least twenty-one (21) years ¢ oId

Medical documentation that all members of the household over twelve (12) years old have1rece|ved a
Mantoux skin test for tuberculosis.

Medical documentation that all preschool age children in the househdld h
immunizations

Copies of at least three (3) references

Central Registry Checks are required for aI|¥ ou

not be older than twelve (12) months fro iz te of ICPCeapproval.
NOTE: If a proposed placement resource afAd g famlly has:reggded or work
years, a check for child abuse and neglect will be’ cta ) %ucted &ﬁ%yth e oth@r{sta
year period N
State Criminal Record Checks  gre required for all'h
check may not be older tha welve (12) months fro

Department of Motor Vehnct‘ t%ﬁ‘ cord Check

I | A o T | T e A

in Arkansas for Ies_j‘s than'five (5)
of residency or work during that &

I |

First Aid Certification is documented

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the original and two copies of the completed home study to your local Ilalson county
supervisor or adoption supervisor as appropriate.

CFS-6093 (R. 06-2009) |




process.

* In a two (2) parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint appllcants and shall each actlvely partrcrpate in the approval

Department of Human Services
Division of Children and Family Services

-ICPC ADOPTIVE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST -

NOTE: Provide verification the couple has been married at least two years. * See Foster Home Study Checklist

O

The agency caseworker shall have at least two (2) visits with the prospective adoptive family during the approvai
process. One (1) of the visits shall be in the home of the adoptive applicant.

The worker shall have a separate, face-to-face interview with each prospective adoptive parent

|
b

The caseworker shall |nterV|ew each age appropriate member of the household in pers

H| W

placement and annually thereafter until final placement. A copy of the Physrcal Exam cian's Statement is
required. e ' ‘

Statement regarding the physical health of all household members.

The financial status and stability of the family, mcIudlngy "rrflcatlon of in

| the home study.)

At least three (3) confidential, personal referencesé on t’a-%ggamrly copies ofth 3

‘| The family’s ability to cope with stress, loss an

i
|

The family’s child-caring skills and willingness to

The family’s discipline practices.

Religious affiliation.

O O OOOoOoo0O OoooooOo.

i ‘{;}gecord checks and child maltreatment central reglstry checks
study packet must be within the last twelve (12) months.

red for all hou: Hold members age ten (10) and over. The check may not be
te\of ICP@ approval NOTE: If a proposed pIacement resource and thelr

‘,.

's of resrde @cy or work during that 5 year period.

are required for all household members age fourteen (14) and over The check
{12) months from date of ICPC approval.

Record Checks for all adults of the household
dired on all residents of a household over the age of sixteen (1 6)

CPR certificate — Current or updated to current

First Aid Certification

Foster / Adopt Pride Certificate — Current or updated to current

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the original and two copies of the completed home study to your local liaison, county supervisor or adoption
supervisor as appropriate. , |

CFS-6094 (R.06-2009)




process.

*In a two (2) parent home, the husband and wife shall be joint applicants and shall each actively participate in the approval

Department of Human Services
Division of Children and Family Services

- ICPC ADOPTIVE HOME STUDY CHECK LIST -

NOTE: Provide verification the couple has been married at least two years. * See Foster Home,Study Checklist

O

The agency caseworker shall have at least two (2) visits with the prospective adoptive family durnng the approval
process. One (1) of the visits shall be in the home of the adoptive applicant. ' |

The worker shall have a separate, face-to-face interview with each prospective adoptive parent‘

The caseworker shall interview each age appropriate member of the household in person

]

Each member of the adoptive household shall have a physical exam within six ( onths prior to approval for
placement and annually thereafter untii final placement. A copy of the Physrcalf« %rn or Physrclan s Statement is
required. '

Statement regarding the physical health of all household members.

The family’s motivation for adoption and the desired characteristics of the child or childre w@e"adopted

Each family member s attitude toward adoptlon

Resolution of any infertility issues.

The mental health, emotional stability and maturity of the applicants

The financial status and stability of the family, includifig.

At least three (3) confidential, personal references on t
the home study.)

The family’s ability to cope with stress loss and crisis

The family's dxsmpllne practices.

Religious affiliation.

A description of the home, its |

An assessment of the safetxgg
shall be maintained in a secure, 6

A statement from the adoptive paren
the past, and if so, why.

O O goooOog Ooooooo.

members age ten (10) and over. The check may not be
. NOTE: If a proposed placement resource and their
(5) years, a check for child abuse and neglect will be

D

re required fc;:g?“ household members age fourteen (14) and over. The check
months frcm date of ICPC approval.

;au resrdents of a household over the age of sixteen (16).
Send the results to th“e requésting agency (Arkansas DHS/DCFS)

abrllty of the adoptrve%famrly and their marriage, if applicable, shall be discussed and determined to be

CPR certlflcate Current or updated to current

First Aid Certification

Ood O O oo

Foster / Adopt Pride Certificate — Current or updated to current

DISTRIBUTION: Submit the original and two copies of the completed home study to your local liaison, county supervisor or adoption
supervisor as appropriate. - | )

CFS-6094 (R.06-2009)



