Redistricting In 2011 FAQ's

What is Redistricting?

Various boundaries are re-drawn every 10 years so that electoral districts (quorum court, school
board zones, wards, etc.) are roughly equal in population.

Why do we redistrict?

The United States Supreme Court has held that the 14" Amendment of the Constitution requires
that electoral districts be redrawn periodically to comply with the one-person, one-vote rule.
Various Arkansas laws also require redistricting in light of this federal constitutional
requirement.

What kinds of districts are re-drawn?

Congressional, General Assembly (state house and senate), Justice of the Peace, wards, school
zones

When does redistricting occur?

The census will be released approximately February of 2011. The following must be redrawn in
time for the 2012 election (filing begins in early March):

Congress

State House and Senate
Justice of the Peace
Wards

School zones must be redrawn in time for the 2012 school election if SB813 passes — in time for
the 2011 school election if not. About half of the state’s school districts elect board members by
zone.

Who does the redistricting?

The Arkansas General Assembly redraws congressional lines. They will pass a bill realigning
some counties (or, possibly, parts of counties) in the 2011 legislative session, which will probably
end in May 2011.

The Arkansas Board of Apportionment draws state house and senate lines. The board is
composed of the Governor, the Secretary of State and the Attorney General. The board typically



begins work after the legislative session ends and usually finishes in the early fall — expect new
districts by October, 2011.

The county board of election commissioners draws JP lines.
The city councils or boards draw wards.
The school boards draw school zones

In the decade following the 2000 census, the Secretary of State assisted about 35 counties and
about 50 school districts in drawing their JP lines and zone lines, respectively. The Secretary
helped all comers on a first-come, first-served basis. It is not known at this time whether that
assistance will be available after the next census.

How does redistricting affect the county clerks?

County clerks must reassign many voters to new electoral districts after redistricting. Because
population invariably shifts, even in counties with little total population change, there will be a
fairly significant number of voters affected by the redistricting.

Additionally, many county boards of election commissioners change precinct boundaries after
redistricting. Clerks will also need to account for this in the voter registration system.

Where can | get more information about redistricting?

The State Board of Apportionment’s website from the 2001 General assembly redistricting is still
up and, while some of the information is relevant only to 2001, there remains a great deal of
current and helpful information about the process. The web address is

http://www.arkansas.gov/arkdistrict/index.html

The National Conference of State Legislatures also has information at

http://www.ncsl.org/programs/legismgt/elect/elect.htm

Other presenters will provide information about the census as it will be used 1in
redistricting

Who can | contact?
At the Secretary of State’s Office, contact Tim Humphries, 501-682-3016 or by email at

tim.humphries@sos.arkansas.gov



